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Headline: Commercial drone flyers need to have licences from this year

AVIATION

Commercial drone flyers need
to have licences from this year

DUMRONGKIAT MALA

Owners of commercial drones must
apply for a licence and attend flight
training before the end of this year, the
Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand
(CAAT) announced yesterday.

CAAT director-general Chula Suk-
manop yesterday said licensingof drone
flyers was necessary to ensure public
safety and security amid the growing
number of drones, their advancing
technology and their increasing use
in commerce.

“Their highly advanced technology
and affordability means drones today
are widely used for recreational and
commercial purposes, which poses
risks to the safety of communities and
commercial flights, as well as security

and people’s privacy. Therefore drone
regulations need to be improved to
meet international standards,” he said.

Drone owners in Thailand are cur-
rently only required to register their
devices with the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

About 10,000 drones are currently
registered with the NBTC.

Mr Chula said under the new regula-
tions, owners of drones used for com-
mercial purposes will need to pass
training and exams at an accredited
institute to get a licence.

He said the CAAT will work with the
Defence Technology Institute (DTI)
to create a model academy for drone
flyer training.

The new institution will offer
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high-standard flying courses to lay the
foundations for the development and
oversight of the drone industry and
flying in Thailand, he added.

“The CAAT will soon hold a public
hearing on the new rules and we expect
them to be in force by the end of this
year,” he said.

Meanwhile, the CAAT also plans this
year to allow medical transport helicop-
ters to land at the site of accidents in a
bid to improve the survival rate ofheart-
attack, stroke and accident victims.

“Currently, helicopters used in emer-
gency medical services in Thailand can
only land atheliports or approved sites.
From March 1 this year, this restriction
will be unlocked, allowing medical heli-
copters to rescue patients anywhere,”
he said.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

NBTC allows Thaicom to rent
capacity from foreign firms

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The board of the telecom regulator has
passed aresolution allowing SET-listed
satellite service provider Thaicom to
rent transponder capacity from foreign
satellites as part of a move to address
technical errors happening with its
Thaicom 5 satellites.

The approach is meantto prevent the
possible risk of black screens for satel-
lite TV channels that rely on Thaicom
5 satellite’s transponders, which could
affect millions of household satellite TV
subscribers and 157 TV channels.

The latest move came after the Digi-
tal Economy and Society (DES) Min-
istry, which oversees satellite conces-
sions held by Thaicom, wrote to the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) on
Jan 7, asking for permission to allow
Thaicom to proceed with the plan.

Last month, Thaicom reported to
the Stock Exchange of Thailand that
the Thaicom 5 satellite experienced a
technical incident with the status noti-
fication system on Dec 17.

We are evaluating
and closely
monitoring the
satellite system
together with our
team of experts.

ANANT
KAEWRUAMGVONGS
Chief executive, Thaicom

The incident caused technical limi-
tations in monitoring the status of
the satellite.

Despite the technical problems, it
indicated Thaicom 5 customers were
still receiving normal service and
other satellite systems were function-
ing normally.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general

ofthe NBTC, said the board on Wednes-
day allowed Thaicom to rent foreign
satellites’ transponders if needed to
cope with an emergency.

Four foreign satellites — KTSat 8,
Measat 3, Measat 3A and Apstar 7 —
could have their transponders rented
by Thaicom, limited to a maximum of
5.5 transponder capacity.

The duration of temporary usage will
run until Sept 10 in 2021, when Thai-
com'’s concession expires.

Mr Takorn said the resolution
granted to Thaicom does not mean
the company can rent foreign satel-
lites’ transponders for any other busi-
ness purposes.

Thaicom chief executive Anant Kae-
wruamgvongs said the company is in
talks with foreign satellite providers for
emergency use.

“We are evaluating and closely moni-
toring the satellite system together with
our team of experts and the satellite
manufacturer to find a suitable solu-
tion to maintain the satellite in orbit,’
he said.

Mr Anant said technical incidents
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occurred in both the operating system
and the backup system of Thaicom 5,
which has passed its designed lifes-
pan. The satellite has been operating
for 12 years.

“The company is waiting for con-
dition details for the rental of foreign

Satellite dishes are osiioned hehinThaicom’s headquarters in Nontha

i

satellites’ transponders from the NBTC
before moving ahead with the plan
to ensure continuity of services,” Mr
Takorn said.

In another development, Mr Takorn
said the NBTC board will meet on Jan 29
to discuss details of the compensation
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buri province. TAWATCHAI KEMGUMNERD

for the 2600-megahertz range recall
from state-owned broadcaster MCOT.
The range will be put up for auction
on Feb 16 for the 5G network.
MCOT holds 160MHz of the range
through a concession that will expire
in 2020.
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