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Headline: Contention for 5G spectra kicks off
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Five major telecom firms showed up at the NBTC to submit their 5G bid documents yesterday for the four ranges on offer.

Contention for 5G
spectra kicks off

AIS, TUC, DTAC, TOT g 1 ICENCE -

and CAT submit bids
COMPETITION
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

bid documents on the submission date.

The NBTC plans to auction off four
spectra, covering 15MHz of bandwidth
onthe 700MHz range, 36MHz of band-
width on 1800MHz, 190MHz of band-
width on 2600MHz and 2700MHz of
bandwidth on 26GHz.

AIS and TUC are both bidding on the

Page: 1/2

The battle for 5G spectrum is starting AlS 700MHz, 2600MHz 700MHz, 2600MHz and 26GHz ranges,
out fierce, with leading mobile operator and 26GHz according to an industry source.
Advanced Info Service (AIS) and True TuC 700MHz. 2600MHz DTAC and TOT are said to be vying
Move H Universal Communication and 26GHz for just the 26GHz range, while CAT
(TUC) said to be vying for three out of Telecom is said to be bidding for the
four spectrum ranges in the 5G licence DTAC 26GHz 700MHz and 2600MHz ranges.
auction scheduled for Feb 16. CAT Telecom 700MHz All the operators ignored the
AIS, TUC, Total Access Communi- and 2600MHz 1800MHz range, the source said.
cation (DTAC), TOT and CAT Telecom < Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
showed up yesterday at the National TOT 26GHz of the NBTC, declined to elaborate on
Broadcasting and Telecommunications 3 the exact spectrum licences each opera-
Commission (NBTC) to submit the 5G  Source: Bangkok Post BKPgraphics  torwanted, saying the commission will
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announce the qualified bidders and
their spectrum bids on Feb 12.

DTAC's recently appointed chief
executive, Sharad Mehrotra, led the
company’s executives to submit bid
documents at the NBTC.

The submission cleared doubtsasto
whether the third-largest mobile opera-
tor would opt out of the race after the
sudden departure of chief executive
Alexandra Reich last month.

Mr Mehrotra said the upcoming
multiband auction is an opportunity
for DTAC to further strengthen its
spectrum portfolio in support of ambi-
tions to never stop improving its net-
work experience.

He declined to comment about the
company’s confidence in gaining the
desired spectrum in the highly con-
tested process.

Another industry source said DTAC
onlybid on the 26GHz range because 5G
adoption in Thailand is still in the early
stages and the company may instead
wait for the 3500MHz auction.

Sarit Jinnasith, group co-president
of True Corporation, the parent com-
pany of TUC, said TUC has conducted
a thorough valuation analysis and
hired a third-party consultant to con-
duct a feasibility study for each avail-
able frequency.

“The company’s considerations are
based on consumers’ demand, return
on investment, as well as value for all
stakeholders,” he said.

Mr Takorn said the combined win-
ning prices from the 5G auction could
reach 70 billion bahtfrom the 30 licences
expected to be snapped up by operators.

He said the NBTC board plans to
approve incentives for 5G adoption
this month.
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FINANCE

BoT extending rules to SFIs and others

SOMRUEDI BANCHOGDUANG

The Bank of Thailand is set to extend
market conduct enforcement to
cover specialised financial institutions
(SFIs), nanofinance operators, and
asset management companies (AMCs)
next quarter to improve financial ser-
vice offerings.

Initially, SFIs' retail banking business
must comply with the market conduct
regulations, said Thanyanit Niyom-
karn, assistant governor for supervision
group 2 at the central bank.

SFIsinclude the Government Savings
Bank, GH Bank, Bank for Agriculture
and Agricultural Cooperatives, Islamic

3

Bank of Thailand and Export Import
Bank of Thailand.

She said the central bank has talked
with SFIs, nanofinance operators,
and AMCs about the regulations for
around one year to give them time to
prepare for the new rules. These finan-
cial institutions, particularly branches,
have already adapted business opera-
tions in compliance with market con-
duct regulations.

Commercial banks and their subsidi-
aries have applied the central bank’s
market conduct regulations since the
beginning of 2017. The regulations
cover end-to-end financial institution
processes that are related to customer

5

G'H Bank's headquarters on Rama IX Road. The central bank is extending
regulations on market conduct. PORNPROM SATRABHAYA
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services while also fining any practice
violations to ensure appropriate and
fair services, as well as fee charges and
consumer protections.

In principle, both commercial
banks and SFIs are required to apply
the same market conduct regulations,
but some penalties are different, said
Mrs Thanyanit.

The names of the top three execu-
tives of both commercial banks and
SFIs are publicised in case any of them
fail to comply with the regulations.

“Market conduct regulations do
not cover payment platforms because
financial institutions have different
models. These financial services are
also under the central bank’s supervi-
sion,’ she said.

After three years of market conduct
regulations being enforced, the banking
industry has improved fairness, infor-
mation disclosure, and services, said
Mrs Thanyanit.

The central bank is pooling phone
numbers of commercial banks, their
subsidiaries and outsource units used
for telemarketing and debt collection
with the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission to
develop the Gun Guan app, enabling
consumers to screen unwanted calls
by identifying telemarketers and debt
collectors’ phone numbers.
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