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Headline: TV under fire for live updates

TV under fire for live updates

ANCHALEE KONGRUT

Cable TV news channels which
ignored official orders to halt live
broadcasts of Saturday night’s secu-
rity operation at Terminal 21 mall in
Nakhon Ratchasima will face conse-
quences, according to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tion Commission (NBTC).

NBTC secretary-general, Takorn
Tantasith, said several news stations
will be asked to explain why they con-
tinued live coverage ofthe operation
after 9.30pm.

“I had to call these channels’
executives to ask them to be coop-
erative because theselive broadcasts
compromised the security of officers
involved in the operation,” he said.

“Even then, they didn't completely
tone down their coverage.”

Mr Takorn, however, stopped short
of detailing the consequences these
cable news channels will face.

A number of local cable news sta-
tions have come under criticism for
their aggressive, tell-all style of cov-
erage, which was said to have com-
promised the operation to rescue
of hundreds of people trapped after
an armed gunman took refuge in a
popular mall in Nakhon Ratchasima
on Saturday.

As the hostage situation devel-
oped, a reporter for a cable TV news
channelreported on the movements
of security officers on the ground. The
live reports, which aired with a floor
plan of the mall, prompted authori-
ties to ask for the live broadcasts to
be halted.

Warat Kurachit, assistant
to the president for corporate

News ID: C-200210001004 (10 Feb 20/06:41)
a IQNews
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communication at National Institute
of Development Administration, said
he hopes the NBTC can come up with
measures to keep “stubborn” media
outlets in line.

“It is not the first time that cable
TV news channels acted irresponsi-
bly ... It's about time the authorities
prescribe guidelines for covering
sensitive situations, along with rea-
sonable penalties to ensure compli-
ance,” he said.

Meanwhile, Minister of Digital
Economy and Society, Buddhipongse
Punnakanta said Facebook has
agreed to remove gory images related
to Saturday’s mass shooting from its
platform where possible.

The government has also asked
Google and YouTube to flag and
remove inappropriate content related
to the shootings.
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DIGABLE PLANET

An investment arm of the World Bank mulls
offering long-term loans for Bangkok’s
underground cable project.

IFC may fund underground cables

']

World Bank also
keen on broadband

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The International Finance Corporation
(IFC), the private sector investment
arm of the World Bank, is consider-
ing offering long-term loans for the
underground cable conduit project in
Bangkok, expected to cost 20 billion
baht, says the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

Gommuhicatinn lines ad cables from electric pnis at Phetkasem 48 in Bangkok. PAWAT

The scheme is being handled by
Krungthep Thanakom (KT), the busi-
ness arm of the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration (BMA).

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of the NBTC, said IFC representatives
met NBTC management on Feb 5,
mostly to discuss the conduit project.
The IFC was updated about the scheme
at the time.

The representatives of the IFC
include Helen Han, a senior invest-
ment officer, and Tugay Yilmaz, an
officer for infrastructure and natu-
ral resources.

Apart from the conduit project, the
IFC asked about 5G spectrum alloca-
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tion in the Feb 16 auction and what
the regulator can expect from the 5G
auction and roll-out.

The IFC was also interested in the
country’s broadband network expan-
sion and fibre technology plans.

“If KT started constructing the
conduit project now, it would be
completed in the next two years as
targeted,” Mr Takorn said.

The conduit project was initiated by
the government to put overhead cables
in Bangkok and adjacent cities under-
ground in a bid to beautify the capital’s
landscape and improve safety.

The National Digital Economy
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and Society Committee approved KT
moving ahead with the project.

KT is obligated to operate the project
on its own, based on Section 35 of the
Telecom Business Act, which governs
practice, investment, telecom infra-
structure and conduit construction.

State telecom enterprise TOT has
underground cable conduits stretching
more than 200 kilometres in the capital.
KT's project would have to extend from
TOT’s conduit lines.

The NBTC has urged TOT to clarify
the locations where its existing con-
duits lie.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC and the
BMA held a meeting about the con-
struction plan late last year and they
expect the project to cost 20 billion
baht, based on KT's study.

Both agreed to partially subsidise
the rental fees for telecom operators to
encourage use of the conduits.

The NBTC will forward the proposal
to the National Digital Economy and
Society Committee for approval.

TOT set the rental fee at 9,000 baht
per kilometre per month for the under-
ground conduits.

According to Mr Takorn, the NBTC,
the BMA and the Metropolitan Elec-
tricity Authority plan for the under-
ground cables to span 150km, of which
27km was completed in 2019.

In 2020, cable conduits spanning
52km are to be put underground.
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