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Headline: Media, NBTC make pact on crisis coverage

MASS SHOOTING

Media, NBTC make pact on crisis coverage

Deal in response to
‘intrusive’ reporting

POST REPORTERS

Six media organisations and the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC)
agreed yesterday to promote oversight
of their work to address growing public
concerns in the wake of the Nakhon
Ratchasima mass shooting.

The pact was made at a meeting
attended by the Thai Broadcasting
Journalist Association of Thailand, the
News Broadcasting of Thailand, the
Thai Journalist Association of Thailand,
the National Press Council of Thailand,
the Society of Online News Providers,
the National Union of Journalists and
NBTC member Thawatchai Jitpanant.

Several digital TV channels have

come under fire for “intruding” while
reporting on the shooting spree, in
which 30 people were killed and 58
others injured. Their coverage was so
detailed while the rescue operation was
underway that questions were raised
about whether they were breaching
ethics, hampering investigators and
putting lives at risk.

“It was agreed that joint oversight
is necessary to address loopholes that
may be wrongly used when covering a
crisis,” Mr Thawatchai said.

Pirawat Chotethammo, chairman of
the Broadcasting Journalists Associa-
tion of Thailand, said the six organisa-
tions will work closely on self-regulation
and will evaluate their role if and when
a situation escalates.

He said that if ethics are being
breached, media outlets willbe warned
to be careful and keep tabs on their
reporting staff.

The media organisations will then
be required to inform the NBTC of

the measures taken and the regulator
will check to see if these measures are
adequate and take action accordingly,
he said.

Three digital TV channels have been
called in for talks with the NBT on Feb
18 to explain why they compromised
rescue efforts.

The law bans content that can affect
security or public morale with penal-
ties ranging from warnings to licence
revocation.

Meanwhile, One Channel (31) was
found to have pulled the highestratings
from 6pm to midnight on Feb 8 while it
was covering the massacre, according
to TV Digital Watch.

One Update, a programme which
was aired from 7.17pm to 9.37pm, had
a 3.682 rating, while Channel 7 HD's
breaking news show aired from 7.30pm
to 7.38pm came in second place with
3.561, followed by a news show on
Amarin TV which aired from 7.47pm to
10.19pm and came in third with 3.450.
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