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NBTC gears up for 5G auction

Bidders warned that
offers must be viable

POST REPORTERS

Thailand is set to hold its 5G auction
tomorrow with the telecom regulator
warning bidders to be realistic with
their offers as the government can no
longer intervene to help should their
business models not prove viable.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
ofthe National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC),
said the NBTC s fully prepared for the
electronic auction, which will start at
9.30am and is expected to finish by
9pm on Sunday.

The agency has organised six rooms
for the five qualified bidders. The extra
one is in case of an unexpected hiccup
with one of the other five. The secre-
tary-general led the press to visit the
venue to be used for the historic auc-
tion at NBTC headquarters yesterday.

The bidders are Advanced Info
Service (AIS), True Move H Universal
Communication (TUC), Total Access
Communication (DTAC), TOT Plc and
CAT Telecom Plc.

The 700MHz and 2600MHz fre-
quency ranges will be contested by
AIS, TUC and CAT.

All but CAT will vie for the 26-giga-
hertz range. No company has regis-
tered to bid for the 1800MHz range.
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“I want to reiterate to the bidders
that they should be prudent in submit-
ting bidding prices. Unlike in the past,
they will not have Section 44 to help
anymore,” said Mr Takorn.

The secretary-general said the tel-
ecom bidders should learn from the
auctions of digital TV licences in 2013
and 4G licences from 2015 onwards
when the reference price for digital
TV and the 900MHz spectrums were
set at 10 billion baht for each licence
but bids exceeded 50 billion baht for
digital TV and 70 billion baht for the
4G spectrum.

In April last year, the now-defunct
National Council for Peace and Order,
used its special powers under the
interim charter’s Section 44 to bail
outdigital TV operators and delay pay-
ments for three 4G licence operators
for another five years.

On the bidding day, Mr Takorn said
bidders will draw for auction rooms at
8.15am and the first auction will start
with the 700MHz spectrum at 9.30am.

He said the “clock auction” system
will be used for the 5G auction for the
first time in the country.

The auction will proceed on a
round-by-round basis, where products
are split into smaller sets and they can
open auctions at the same time.

Mr Takorn earlier estimated the
combined winning prices in the auc-
tion could surpass 70 billion baht while
overall 5G network investment could
reach 130 billion baht this year and 200
billion in 2021.
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MASS SHOOTING

Govt to meet FB officials to talk violence prevention

POST REPORTERS

AHouse committee will invite represent-
atives of Facebook Thailand and other
agencies for a second time to discuss
ways to prevent violence on social media
next week in the wake of the shooting
rampage in Nakhon Ratchasima.
Bhumjaithai Party MP Settapong
Malisuwan, who chairs a House com-
mittee on communications, telecom-
munications, and digital economy and
society, said that the committee will next
week discuss measures to prevent the
improper use of social media during
violent incidents following the mass
shooting which left 30 people dead and
58 wounded last Saturday.
Representatives of Facebook Thai-
land, the Ministry of Digital Economy
and Society, and the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunication Commis-
sion will be invited, Col Settapong said.
‘I'he committee had to cancel its meet-
ing previously because representatives
from Facebook Thailand did not show
up, he said, adding that he expected
them to give information next week.
He said that Facebook is a platform
whichis very popular among Thai users,
and its information is crucial to help pre-
vent violent incidents in the future.
Col Settapong also questioned
whether Facebook keeps Thai users’ per-
sonal data on servers based in Thailand.
Information kept on servers abroad is
still protected by the 2019 Thailand's
Personal Data Protection Act, he added.
The planned meeting is to be held
after Sgt Maj 1st Class Jakrapanth
Thomma, the shooter, streamed his
rampage on Facebook Live and posted
a selfie showing him holding a rifle.
“Tired, I can barely move my fingers,’
he said on a video posted at 7.20pm.
However, his Facebook page was

taken down a few moments later.
Facebook later confirmed that it had
removed the account and would also
take down “any other violating content
related to this attack”

“Our hearts go out to the victims, their
families and the community affected
by this tragedy in Thailand. There is
no place on Facebook for people who
commit this kind of atrocity, nor do we
allow people to praise or support this
attack,” a Facebook representative said.

But the government claimed that it
was the Ministry of Digital Economy and
Society that asked Facebook to take the
attacker’s Facebook page offline first.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister’s Office
Minister Tewan Liptapallop said yester-
day the committee overseeing the PM’s
Office disaster-relief fund will give 1 mil-
lion bahtto each of the families of the 27
dead victims in the shooting incident,
200,000 baht to the seriously injured
each, and 100,000 baht to the slightly
injured each.

The compensation will be paid to
them by Tuesday, Mr Tewan said.

In Nakhon Ratchasima, authorities
will stop receiving public donations for
the families of victims of the shooting
rampage by tomorrow as donations have
already topped 68 million baht.

Provincial governor Wichian Chan-
tharanothai yesterday handed over
another 700,000 baht to each of the
families of the dead victims. Total dona-
tions were at 68.2 million baht as of 8am
yesterday, he said.

Earlier, a panel distributed 300,000
baht to each of the 26 families, a total of
7.8 million baht, and 2.2 million baht to
the families of those injured, or 100,000
baht each.

The panel agreed to increase financial
aid for the families of the dead to one
million baht each, from 300,000 baht, as

donations exceeded the target of 50 mil-
lion baht. The additional 700,000 baht
was distributed yesterday.

On Thursday, the governor said no
assistance would be given to the fami-
lies of the gunman or the colonel and
woman he killed at a house during a
dispute on Feb 8, before he began his
bloody rampage downtown.

Meanwhile, activist Srisuwan Janya
yesterday petitioned the Office of the
Ombudsman to investigate the Defence
Ministry, the army, the Royal Thai Police
and the Ministry of Digital Economy and
Society for their alleged failure to pre-
vent and deal with the shooting tragedy.

He accused the Ministry of Digital
Economy and Society of giving false
information by claiming that it had
asked Facebook to close the page of the
gunman, though Facebook said that
it had closed the page itself and then
informed the ministry.
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