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74 of 80 quarantine dodgers from S Korea report

POST REPORTERS

Seventy-four of the 80 illegal work-
ers who returned from South Korea
reported to health officials in their
respective home provinces on Satur-
day, Deputy Public Health Minister
Sathit Pitutecha said yesterday.

He added that none of them were
found to be infected with Covid-19.

Yesterday was the end of the three-
day deadline for the returnees who
dodged quarantine to report. Those
who failed to report will face up to a
yearin prison and a fine 0f200,000 baht
under the Communicable Disease
Control Act.

The minister
admitted quaran-
tine centres had
many limitations
compared to the
one at the Satta-
hip naval base in

N Chon Buri.

Sathit: More However, since
centres needed the Sattahip

centre did not
have enough space to accommodate
all the returnees, it was necessary to
send some to other centres, Mr Sathit
said. He added that other places are

being considered as quarantine cen-
tres, including a military camp in
Nakhon Pathom.

Digital Economy and Society Min-
ister Buddhipongse Punnakanta said
yesterday he was in talks with the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission and mobile
phone carriers about their coopera-
tion in tracking travellers from Covid-
19 affected countries. This would
also apply to the illegal Thai workers
returning from South Korea, he said.

Upon arrival, these target groups
will be asked to sign a consent form
to allow their mobile phone signals
to be tracked for at least 21 days so
authorities can monitor their health.
If they do not develop any symptoms
during that period, the tracking would
automatically stop, he said.

A total of 1,716 illegal Thai migrant
workers have returned from South
Korea over the past week, and 357 of
them were sent to quarantine centres,
while the remainder were put under
self-quarantine for 14 days, the Immi-
gration Bureau said.

Of the 75 people found to have a
fever, 58 were cleared of the virus,
while 17 awaited test results, the
bureau added.
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Meanwhile, Zimbabwe’s state-
controlled ZTN News reported that a
26-year-old man from Thailand had
fled a hospital in the Zimbabwean
capital Harare as staff were getting
ready to test him for coronavirus.

Initial reports did not clarify
whether the man was a Thai national
or had merely arrived from Thai-
land. The patient fled the hospital
while waiting to be tested. He was the
fourth person sent to the hospital for
coronavirus testing. Two others tested
negative, as did a woman of Chinese
origin who died before she reached
the hospital.
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Passengers arriving from several countries including China pass a thermoscan machine at Suvarnabhumi airport as officials
infroduce precautionary measures against the spread of Covid-19. WICHAN CHAROENKIATPAKUL

Move aims to curtail
coronavirus spread

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA
SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK
THARITTAWAT SAMEJAIDEE

The Department of Disease Control
(DDC) plans to impose compulsory
measures for all inbound arrivals,
including notifying personal infor-
mation and contact information such
as mobile phone numbers and email
addresses as part of steps to control the
Covid-19 outbreak.

The measure will commence on
Thursday and all personalinformation
for inbound tourists will be keptin the
system for 14 days after their arrival.

The information can be provided
through immigration form TM8 or an
application developed by the National
Science and Technology Develop-
ment Agency that can be downloaded
from Thursday.

Foreign tourists can continue using
their mobile SIM card for phone pack-
ages with roaming service, or buy a
new SIM card at 49 baht with unlim-
ited internet.

The latest move cameyesterday after
an urgent meeting at the office of the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
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munications Commission (NBTC) that
included the NBTC secretary-general,
the digital economy and society (DES)
minister and representatives from the
Immigration Police and the DDC.

DES Minister Buddhipongse Punna-
kanta said the government will ask for
cooperation from all inbound tourists
to provide personal data and contact
details onimmigration forms or via the
downloaded application.

Immigration officers will check the
completeness of the personal data pro-
vided on the forms or the app before
allowing travellers to pass the immigra-
tion counter.

“Please do not call this a tracking
system because the state will track
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them only when critical situations
arise, when they need to be moni-
tored to handle the outbreak,” said
Mr Buddhipongse.

He said daily inbound arrivals aver-
age 70,000, comprising 20,000 Thais
and 50,000 foreigners.

Inbound tourists who refuse to
fill in the personal information will
be prohibited from passing through
immigration points, according to Sec-
tion 12(7) of the immigration law.

EFFECTIVE MEASURES

Paiboon Amonpinyokeat, a cyber legal
expert, said using mobile phone track-
ing is an effective measure and other
countries like Singapore rely on the
accuracy of GPS in smartphones and
cell-site locations that can pinpoint
locations precisely.

This measure does not violate pri-
vacy as it is in line with public health
law because this is a serious epidemic
and concerns public safety.

The gathered data can be analysed
in the map and used for zoning.

It can be used to alert the DDCwhen
quarantined people are not in their
places or informed addresses, sending
warnings to other people who might
stay nearby.

The measure is also supported
by Pawoot Pongvitayapanu, chief
executive of Tarad.com, a local
e-marketplace.

“The tracking history of the target’s
location can help officers pinpointwho

is at risk of being infected if they are
nearby those targets,” said Mr Pawoot.

The next step is to send SMS alerts
to the phones of those who stay near
risky individuals, he said.

Warnings, for example, can be
sent to people travelling by electric
train service when risky people enter
the system.

DRAWING FLAK

AJapanese businessman who regularly
visits Thailand said the measure makes
him feel uneasy.

“If I don’t have a duty to come to
Thailand, I would not want to visit,”
Takashi Ozaki said, referring to
the measure.

He said this may notbe abad idea by
the government, but he does not want
to be monitored.

“If T know I will be monitored I will
notvisit anywhere,” said Mr Ozaki, who
usually visits Thailand one or two times
avyear.

“Respect for basic human rights is
very important.”

He said he may opt not to come to
Thailand this year as he can wait until
the outbreak ends.

Please do not call this a tracking system
because the state will track them only when
critical situations arise and they need to be
monitored to handle the outbreak.

BUDDHIPONGSE PUNNAKANTA

DES Minister
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PHONING IT IN

The telecom regulator and Bank of Thailand
are looking at ways to use mobile bills for
credit scoring. B3

NBTC, BoT join forces

for credit scor

Mobile bills used in
lieu of statements

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator and the Bank of
Thailand are exploring ways to let banks
and other lenders use mobile phone
bills for credit scoring and to provide
loans to low-income people.

The measure is meant to give bor-
rowers access to capital for everyday
spending and small business expan-
sion, as well as prevent them from fall-
ing prey to loan sharks.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of the National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC),
said the framework for the idea has

been setup as part of an existing agree-
ment between the two bodies.

5G development
could be a boon for
innovative tech, such
as a digital platform
for credit scoring and
blockchain.

TAKORN TANTASITH
Secrefary-general, NBTC
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A young woman
processes mobile
phone bills at an
AIS shop using
facial recognition.
The Bank of
Thailand is
exploring ways to
use mobile phone
bills for credit
scoring.

Under the concept, mobile phone
bills and top-ups could be used as a
reference for credit approval instead
of bank statements.

As for mobile operators, they could
benefit from more reliable payments as
customers try to attain a good payment
record to improve their credit scores.

The Bank of Thailand would set the
rules and methods for granting credit,
while the NBTC will seek coopera-
tion from mobile service operators to
provide information linked to people
applying for loans.

Loan seekers could submit applica-
tions to mobile operators, which in turn
would forward the applications with
related documents to banks or other
financial institutions for credit approval.

Mr Takorn plans to meet Bank of
Thailand governor Veerathai Santi-
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prabhob soon to follow up on the study.

The NBTC chief said 5G develop-
ment could be a boon for innovative
tech, such as a digital platform for credit
scoring and blockchain.

The commission has drafted a regu-
lation governing personal data for tel-
ecom service and plans to submit it to
the NBTC board for consideration.

The draft is designed to pave the
way for general mobile phone usage
for other purposes, especially those that
entail state benefits, such as evaluation
of the ease of doing business.

Atpresent, the Telecom Business Act
lets telecom operators use the general
data of their customers only for telecom
service purposes.

General data, such as the amount
of the customer’s mobile usage or the
duration ofthe customer’s mobile usage
each day, could be used to improve the
efficiency of some public services.

“General data does not mean per-
sonal information,” said an NBTC
source who requested anonymity,
adding that the use of such informa-
tion would not breach users’ privacy.

The three major mobile opera-
tors in Thailand have 93.2 million
mobile subscriptions.
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