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Headline: Govt pulls plug on plan for tablets for students

Clip: Black/White

Govt pulls
plug on plan
for tablets
for students

POST REPORTERS

Education Minister Nataphol Teepsu-
wan has abandoned plans to purchase
tablets for students with schools closed
nationwide closed due to the coronavi-
rus outbreak.

“The ministry will focus on maximis-
ing our existing resources and will not
invest money buying new equipment
unnecessarily. We will ask for digital TV
channels from the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunication Commis-
sion for teaching via Digital Learning
Television (DLTV)," said Mr Nataphol.

His remarks mark an abrupt U-turn
from Wednesday when the minister
was reported saying he would seek a
budget from the government to pur-
chase tablets for high school students
in state schools across the country to
use after their schools were closed as a
precautionary measure.

Mr Nataphol did not explain the
change of plan, although the Education
Ministry has a history of failed attempts
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to provide computers and tablets to stu-
dents. Past schemes drew criticism over
the quality ofthe hardware and software
provided as well as for being a waste of
taxpayers’ money.

The idea of buying computers and
tablets for students was first mooted by
former PM Thaksin Shinawatra over a
decade ago when his Pheu Thai Party
came into power.

Mr Nataphol told the media yester-
day the ministry is collecting informa-
tion from schools in various regions and
localities to find the most appropriate
way to continue educating students
during these unusual circumstances.

“The Covid-19 crisis is not over.
Schools might be closed but educa-
tion is not. Students must receive a
quality education and that is the top
priority of the ministry of education at
the moment.”

Mr Nataphol added schools cannot
reopen until the safety of pupils can be
guaranteed and indicated the minis-
try will have to readjust the education
calendar to ensure that lost classroom
time can be made up for. Schools have
been told to reopen on July 1, which is
later than some educators have advised.

He said the ministry will base deci-
sions on how to conduct classes during
the outbreak on input from schools and
prescribe policy which fits the actual
needs and readiness of these schools.

“The ministry will serve as an enabler
to provide schools needed resources,”
he said.
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Constructive dialogues key to weather crisis

Bhumjaithai spokesman urges MPs to talk less, do more, writes Aekarach Sattaburuth

Settapong Malisuwan said he

isn’t the type to trade barbs with
political rivals. Instead, he said, he'd
rather focus on presenting the party’s
policies to the public.

He also suggesting that in light of the
coronavirus crisis, politicians should
switch from talking to doing if they want
to be acknowledged by the people.

The 54-year-old Bhumijaithai list MP
finished high school from the Armed
Forces Academies Preparatory School
before joining the Chulachomklao
Royal Military Academy (CRMA), where
he obtained a bachelor’s degree in elec-
trical communication engineering.

Col Settapong then received a schol-
arship from the army to pursue a Mas-
ter’s degree in electrical engineering at
Georgia Institute of Technology.

He received another Master’s degree
in the same field at George Washing-
ton University, before he wenton to the
Florida Atlantic University to pursue his
doctorate degree.

In 1990, he served in the army'’s
signal battalion. He was a lecturer at the
CRMA for 10 years before he became
vice-chairman of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunication Com-
mission (NBTC) in 2011.

After a seven-year stint at the
NBTC, he quit in October 2018 to join
the Bhumijaithai Party, where he was
appointed party spokesman.

“The partywas looking for a spokes-
person with a modern attitude who is
able to focus on presenting the party’s

B humjaithai Party spokesman

INQUIRYLINES

policies rather than throwing political
recriminations around, which corre-
spond with my personal belief

“I prefer to explain and make others
understand rather than attack them.
But when you enter politics, it is impos-
sible to avoid discussions.

“I try to make sure my discussions
are constructive,” Col Settapong told
the Bangkok Post.

He said he never thought of entering
politics and had even declined an invi-
tation from party leader Anutin Charn-
virakul. But after much contemplation,
he said he decided to give it a try.

“Ifitisn’tsuccessful, Twon'tfeel sorry
because at leastI tried,” he said.

Col Settapong said ifhis stint in poli-
tics proved to be beneficial for the coun-
try, he'd be more than happy to stay on.

If politics turned out to notbe his cup
of tea, he said at least he gained new
experiences from it.

“I decided to join the party because
I believe in Mr Anutin. We're good
friends,” he said.

He deployed an investment analogy
to describe his political bid. “I believe
I'll at least break even — not make a
loss,” Col Settapong said. “If I profit,
then my political career will advance.”

He stressed that his principle is to
avoid criticising others and to listen
more to those who disagree with him.
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“They probably disa-
gree because they don't
understand us and we
need to explain it to
them. But if they disa-
gree and they areright in
their opinions, we need
to look at ourselves and
change,” he said.

He added that it is
important to engage in
constructive dialogues
by making more friends
than foes.

“When the public
doesn’t hate us, they are
more likely to be more
open to our perspective,’
he said.

“We also need to pro-
vide useful and accurate information,
and avoid attacking anyone without
reason. This will help us communicate
better and they will become our voters
in the future”

Col Settapong said politicians who
make slanderous remarks against
others will end up losing support from
their voters, as people will judge them
based on media reports which expose
the way they think and act.

“Politicians should talk less and
listen more, particularly during the
coronavirus crisis. They should only
present facts and action plans, rather
than their personal opinions and criti-
cisms of others,” he said.

As the Bhumjaithai Party spokesman,
Col Settapong said he hit the campaign
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trail ahead of last year’s
general election to pro-
mote the party’s poli-
cies — some of which,
he said, are relevant to
the current situation.

As people are being
told to stay home to
help curb the spread
of Covid-19, Bhum-
jaithai’s proposals to
promote working from
home and telemedi-
cine have proved to be
important and must be
implemented, Col Set-
tapong said.

On a more optimistic
note, Col Settapong said
the novel coronavirus

soci al media pandemic will act as a catalyst for dra-
matic changes within the education,
communication, and telecommunica-
have more tions sector.
= He said it will change the way people
Impact, a“d work — ushering in a new, fully-digital
e age for the country.
pOI lhclans _— “Our policies are proving to be practi-
cal and from now on, the focus will be
even the PM N more on how we will carry these poli-
cies forward,” he said.
h ave to Iisten “We have to make sure that we have
u the consent and mandate of the people,
SETTAPONG MALISUWAN because civil society is more powerful
than parliament.
EHLMAJAITHAL PARTY SROKESMAN “Opinions voiced on social media
have more impact, and all politicians
— even the prime minister — have to
listen,” Col Settapong said.
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ONLINE VENTILATOR

The coronavirus pandemic is only
accelerating the digital transformation. BS

Online ventilator

The pandemic is only accelerating the digital transformation,

he coronavirus outbreak, despite wreak-
ing havocaround the globe, has become
akey accelerator for digital transforma-
tion among organisations to ensure their
work continues during this difficult time.
Numerous organisations pivoting towards work-
from-home measures have adopted technologies
related to video conferencing, collaborative tools
and remote working.
The pandemic has also prompted companies to
come up with applications that can help mitigate
the spread of Covid-19.

DIGITAL WAVE
Thanachart Numnonda, a tech pioneer and execu-
tive director of IMC Institute, a tech training and
research organisation, said this outbreak, unlike
others in the past, has affected many countries at
once and is expected to carry on for a long period
of time.

This will broaden digital adoption and accelerate
digital transformation, Mr Thanachart said.

Soon it will become more natural for businesses
and individuals to embrace digital technology, such
as mobile payment, e-wallets, video conferencing
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writes Suchit Leesa-Nguansuk

ABOVE
A tutor offers online

classes in China amid the
outbreak.

and collaboration tools, he said. Manywill also pivot
towards 5G, high-speed networks, remote working
and e-learning.

In the US, stock prices of many tech firms have
risen in the wake of the outbreak. In Thailand, the
most popular downloaded apps are those associ-
ated with video conferencing and food delivery,
according to AppAnnie, an app analytics and market
data firm.

Many individuals or organisations who were
reluctant to adopt digital tech have paid more atten-
tion to it as a way to continue their work.

Some schools and universities that earlier ignored
remote learning have now been forced to go online.

“After the outbreak, we will see digital adoption
in every part of our daily life,” Mr Thanachart said.

During the crisis, the biggest lesson in Thailand is
“communication in crisis’; which needs to be faster
and accurate, he said. The government’s message
needs to be simple and reach as many citizens as
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possible, which helps ward off public confusion over
disinformation shared online.

“Digital literacy needs to be taught,” Mr Tha-
nachart said.

New technology continues to be developed to
fight the spread of the coronavirus. In Thailand, it
is in the early stages of developing apps that locate
risky areas for Covid-19 and places where masks
are sold.

“Thailand still doesn’t have much data compiled
for analytics through artificial intelligence (AI),” Mr
Thanachartsaid. “There is a lack of tracking devices
or Internet of Things devices."

He pointed to China, where a substantial number
of CCTV camerasin public places can identify people
who are supposed to stay at home. “The trade-offis
less data privacy in this model,” he said.

TECH DEPLOYMENT

Pawoot Pongvitayapanu, founder and chief execu-
tive of e-commerce platform Tarad.com, said he
launched the Thailand Covid-19 Digital Group
(TCDG) as a Facebook community page for tech
fellows willing to collaborate to combat the outbreak
through the use of technology.

There are nine subset groups under the TCDG to
ensure work is executed speedily.

Many are working on a platform to track infected
people or those requested to self-quarantine to allow
health authorities easier monitoring.

Others are handling chatbots for Covid-19 consul-
tation with the public, technology that can identify
the location of drugstores, a tool that can gauge the
volume of available masks and alcohol-based gel, as
well as communication channels for ways to combat
the disease, promoted by influencers.

The TCDG also recently developed https://
covid19.th-stat.com, which shows the updated
status of infections in Thailand and at-risk locations.

Pun-Arj Chairatana, executive director of the
National Innovation Agency (NIA), said state agen-
cies have worked together ona new app called DDC-
Care thathelps people self-assess whether they have
contracted Covid-19 and tracks people who travelled
from at-risk countries that require self-quarantine
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LEFT
A telemedicine robot
developed by a

for 14 days.

The app was jointly developed by the NIA, the
National Science and Technology Development
Agency, the National Electronics and Computer
Technology Center, the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission, the Digital Gov-
ernment Agency, Thammasat University and the
Digital Economy Promotion Agency.

The Department of Disease Control (DDC) can
access the data and provide recommendations for
at-risk people, including those who develop Covid-
19 symptoms. The app can also show travel journeys
for those determined to be infected.

Moreover, people who have close contact with
people suspected of contracting the coronavirus
can also download the app to self-report their health
conditions over the course of 14 days.

Technology giant IBM recently introduced an Al
tool that can respond to frequently asked questions
about Covid-19.

The IBM Watson Assistant for Citizens draws data
from various sources, including the World Health
Organization, the US Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, and Thailand’s DDC and National
Institute of Health, as well as the Bangkok Post.

“During the outbreak, it's very important for us
to leverage advanced technology to help provide
citizens access to accurate, useful and trusted infor-
mation,” said Patama Chantaruck, vice-president for
Indochina expansion and managing director of IBM
Thailand. People can access the service at http://
ibm.biz/COVID19Thailand.

The crisis is a reminder for many organisations
to pay attention to crisis management and business
continuity planning.

“The outbreak caused office workers in adminis-
trative functions to work remotely and relyon online
meetings,” said Vilaiporn Taweelappontong, lead
partner for advisory PwC Thailand. “However, when

working in isolation for a long period of time, busi-
nesses need to come up with activities that can foster
psychological relief for employees too.”

TELEMEDICINE IN MOTION
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Chulalongkorn University
research team is tested
before being deployed to
tend to Covid-19 patients.
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Yothi Medical Innovation District (YMID) under
the NTA and the Technology and Innovation-Based
Enterprise Development Fund have fostered a chan-
nel where tech startups can help patients avoid the
hospital, talking to doctors online to help reduce the
chance of contracting the coronavirus.

“We aim to reduce 750,000 visits at 20 hospitals,”
Mr Pun-Arj said. The service should help reduce
workload for physicians and nurses and make hos-
pitals less crowded.

The YMID has a collection of 22 health tech start-
ups that separately play a role in screening patients,
giving basic medical advice, teleconsulting, con-
ducting diagnoses, providing patient-care systems
and arranging medical logistics.

For example, patients suffering from non-com-
municable diseases can seek teleconsultation with
health experts, practice telemedicine in which
medical practitioners can conduct remote diag-
noses, and use external laboratory tests for their
health conditions.

Al can be used for diagnosis, while robots can be
deployed to take care of patients in negative pressure
rooms to ward off the chance of infection among
medical personnel, Mr Pun-Arj said.

Meanwhile, more than 30 startups are work-
ing on technology that supports social distancing,
such as video conferencing, data gathering and
online learning.

The crisis has forced hospitals and schools to
engage more in digital technology, which opens
the door for startups to thrive.

WAKE-UP CALL
Sandy Shen, senior research director of consultancy
Gartner, said the outbreak is hampering traditional
methods of operation, making digital approaches
more important.

“This is a wake-up call to organisations that focus
on daily operational needs at the expense of invest-
ingin digital business and long-term resilience,” Ms
Shen said.

In businesses where remote working capabilities
have not yet been established, they need to work
outinterim solutions such as instant messaging for
general communication, file sharing/meeting solu-
tions, and access to enterprise applications such as
enterprise resource planning and customer rela-
tionship management, while reviewing all security
arrangements to ensure secure access to applica-
tions and data.

Organisations also need to deal with staffing
shortages to maintain basic operations, Ms Shen
said. They need to conduct workforce planning to
assess risks and address staffing gaps, such as iden-
tifying mission-critical service areas.

Businesses can explore how digital technologies
can be used for work, such as AI technology for
automating tasks, providing customer service and
dealing with candidate screening.

Many organisations have already engaged
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with their customers via digital platforms, such as
branded sites and apps, online marketplaces and
social media, though offline face-to-face engage-
ment still plays a vital role.
Video conferencing and live-streaming solutions
canaccommodate customer engagement and sales.
Enterprises should also enable customers to use
self-service via online, mobile, social, kiosk and
interactive voice response channels, Ms Shen said.
“Organisations can leverage digital channels,
such as online marketplaces and social platforms, to
compensate for some of the demand loss,” she said.
“They can set up official pages/accounts and inte-
grate commerce capabilities to enable online selling.
They should also quickly adapt products to make
them suitable for selling through digital channels.”
Companies can leverage data to enhance their
decision-making and communicate progress more
efficiently to employees, Ms Shen said.
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