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Military’s shame

Re: “Seven soldiers on Monday con-
fessed to having tortured two men to
force them to admit to drug trafficking.
One of the two men died’) (BP, April
21). The military’s role is to be a fence,
protecting us from external aggressors.
Soldiers have no expertise in fighting
domestic crime, whether it be drug traf-
ficking or, say, riots or political protests
— that what we have police for.

The top brass’ tendency to expand
their turf has led to many deaths and
other violations of human rights, includ-
ing the slaughters at Tak Bai in 2004
(85 protesters, bound hand and foot,
suffocated to death while being trans-
ported by the military), and Nong Chik
(five unarmed villagers on their way to a
funeral, shot dead by rangers in a case of
mistaken identity in 2012), and Bloody
May (May 17-20, 1992, where at least 40
were killed and 600 injured in mainly
unarmed protests against self-appointed
prime minister Gen Suchinda).

In almost all cases, nobody’s been
held accountable even now for the gross
violations of human rights, including
killings — even though the names of
senior officers at the scene were a matter
ofrecord.

Even now, the military’s culture of
wanton lack of accountability at the top
goes on; I confidently predict that in the

Nakhon Phanom case above, no general
or colonel will be court-martialed, let
alone jailed.
The military should not be involved
in domestic affairs in the first place and
should exit forthwith.
BURIN KANTABUTRA

Burning questions

I'would like to plead for relief from the
chronically unhealthy air in Chiang
Mai. These past seven days, for example,
had AQI ratings “unhealthy” (averaging
about 150). We cannot see the moun-
tains; the sky is grey, not blue. Lungs
and throats are irritated. Stay-at-home
is mandated; restaurants are closed; no
beer or wine purchases are allowed.

Is there any sense to Thailand’s non-
enforcement of the no-burn rules for the
hills? Or is it cowardice and incompe-
tence in officialdom?

KEN SEIDEL

CONTACT: BANGKOK POST BUILDING,

136 NA RANONG ROAD,

KLONG TOEY, BANGKOK 10110

FAX: +02 2403666,

email: postbag@bangkokpost.co.th

All letter writers must provide a full name
and address. All published correspondence is
subject to editing at our discretion

News ID: C-200423001060 (23 Apr 20/06:11)
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Listen to doctors

Doctors have given the government
a five-step proposal for re-opening
Thailand safely. Let's hope the govern-
ment has the common sense to listen to
these doctors rather than empty headed,
know-nothing generals.

JACK GILEAD

A taxing matter

As a foreigner living in Thailand T do not
pay any income tax. I do however con-
tribute to the economy by paying VAT
on goods and services. I don’t know the
statistics regarding the numbers of Thai
citizens who actually contribute directly
to the Finance Ministry through tax de-
ductions from their incomes, but suffice
to say a great percentage don’t. Recently
the NBTC in collaboration with the five
mobile operators offered 100-minute
voice calls for 45 days to help the public
during the coronavirus outbreak. No
doubt the money to finance this will
come from the government directly and
indirectly through the tax system.

The 100-minute freebie applies
to both post paid and prepaid users.
However foreigners are not eligible. Can
anyone tell me why foreigners with SIM
cards registered in Thailand are ex-
cluded?

BRIAN M CORRIGAN
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