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CONFLICT SIMMERS
A dispute over compensation for the
2600MHz spectrum recalled from MCOT is

likely to drag on after an NBTC resolution. B3

Spectrum conflict simmers

NBTC ruling signals
setback for MCOT

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A dispute over compensation for the
2600-megahertz spectrum recalled
from MCOT is likely to drag on, pos-
sibly going to court, as the telecom reg-
ulator’s legal subcommittee resolved
that the state-owned broadcaster had
the legal right to possess the band
only until 2022, a decision that could
potentially diminish the compensa-
tion determination.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) recalled the range from MCOT
for the 5G spectrum licence auction
in February with a commitment to
compensate the listed firm.

The NBTC said the compensation
would be based on a certain propor-
tion of a combined winning price at the
auction, adjusted for other critical ele-
ments, including the remaining term
for MCOT's ownership.

In 2012, the NBTC issued a master
plan for management of spectrum
ranges in radio, TV broadcasting and
telecom businesses.

Under the master plan, state agen-

cies holding spectrum ranges with an
unlimited term agreed to previously
must return the bands to the NBTC by
the time stipulated in the plan.

Spectrum ranges for TV broadcast-
ing must be returned 10years after the
plan was announced.

Citing the plan, the NBTC's legal
subcommittee unanimously agreed
that MCOT’s ownership of the spec-
trum lasts only until 2022, 10 years after

the plan was announced, according
to a source at the NBTC board who
requested anonymity.

On April 22, the NBTC board took
note of the subcommittee’s resolution
but did not decide on the matter, the
source said.

“The NBTC board is held back from
pursuing other options, as it might
face alegal backlash in the future,” the
source said.

MCOT, which held the 2600MHz
range before the master plan was intro-
duced, believes that the compensation
calculation should start from 2017, the
year it was granted permission to pro-
vide Pay TV services via the broadband
network on the range.

“MCOT is likely to be upset over the
subcommittee’s resolution because
the compensation amount could be
significantly lower than the company
earlier expected,’ the source said.
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NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith insisted that the board has
not yet reached a solution on the
matter, saying the issue will be put on
the agenda at the next meeting.

He guessed that the compensation
the NBTC offers MCOT mightbe lower
than the company expects.

MCOT president Kematat Paladesh
said the compensation figure must be
fair to his company.

He described the suggestion that
MCOT only has two years remain-
ing of spectrum ownership as
“unacceptable”.

“The company and its board are
waiting for an official resolution from
the NBTC board,” Mr Kematat said.

He said MCOT entered an agree-
ment with partner Playwork to run a
pay TV service on the 2600MHz range
in 2010, but the NBTC only granted
permission for them to operate in 2017.
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