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CORONAVIRUS

Schools get leeway
on July reopenings

Obec allows distance
and online learning

DUMRONGKIAT MALA

As the Covid-19 situation in Thai-
land appears to have been brought
under control for now, the Office of
Basic Education Commission (Obec)
has decided to let each school decide
whether they should reopen on July 1
or opt to use distance-learning televi-
sion (DLTV) and online learning.

“There are schools in urban, rural
and remote areas. Since we believe one
size doesn't fit all, we have decided to
let each school make its own decision,
with students’ safety as the bottom
line,” said Obec secretary-general
Amnat Wichayanuwat.

Mr Amnat said that schools wish-
ingto open must first seek permission
from their provincial governors.

“If the risk of Covid-19 is very low
in their area, normal classes may be
possible,” he said, adding that educa-
tion officials would assess risks ahead
of the new semester and come up

with recommendations.

“For instance, if the virus still poses
a risk, we may arrange for students
to take turns in attending school. If
there are 30 students per room, only
10 may be allowed to attend class at
a time, while those at home can work
on assignments,” he said.

Moreover, the schools will have to
set up a particular area for body tem-
perature screening and clean their
premises frequently, adding that
teachers and students will also have to
strictly follow the ministry’s guidelines
such as wearing masks and washing
their hands frequently.

According to Education Minister
Nataphol Teepsuwan, some outdoor
and extracurricular activities will also
be temporarily banned to eliminate
the chance of viral transmission.

Mr Nataphol said the ministry has
already prepared two solutions for
schools thatmay not be able toreopen
on July 1. The first one is the DLTV pro-
gramme with students participatingin
classes from home.

Under this scenario, Mr Nataphol
said students will study and do exer-
cises from home via satellite televi-
sion. He said the ministry has held
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talks with the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion to make 13 channels accessible
to students nationwide.

“DLTV will be our main solution
during the Covid-19 crisis. We will
combine existing recorded courses,
which have been prepared in recent
years, with newly recorded ones. We
will build strong and relevant curricula
for all learners in Thailand,” he said.

Another solution prepared for stu-
dents who cannot go to schools is
online learning, he said.

“Some 90% of our students have
computers, laptops, computer tab-
lets and mobile phones with inter-
net access, so they can study via
online classes with no problem,” said
Mr Nataphol.

Athapol Anunthavorasakul, a lec-
turer at Chulalongkorn University’s
Faculty of Education, said he sup-
ported the Education Ministry’s deci-
sion to be flexible.

“Teachers know best because they
are closest to the students,” he said.

However, he added that it is also
important for the ministry to be clear
about student evaluation criteria
and curriculums.
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TOT will halve its rental fee for underground
cable conduits from this month to ease the
financial burden shouldered by operators. B3
TECHNOLOGY

TOT lices conduit re

Communication lines and cables expected to be buried at Phkasem Soi 48in Bankok.iDAWAT LAUPAISARNTAKSIN

Goal to put overhead
cables underground

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

State telecom enterprise TOT will halve
its fee for rental of its underground
cable conduits from this month to ease
the financial burden shouldered by
telecom and broadcasting operators,
in compliance with the government
policy to put overhead cables in Bang-
kok underground at a reduced cost.

The new rate is set at 4,825 baht
per kilometre per sub-duct, reduced
from 9,650 baht, according to TOT
senior executive vice-president Mora-
kot Thienmontree.

The move complies with the policy
of Digital Economy and Society (DES)
minister Buddhipongse Punnakanta

-

and supported by the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

TOT indicates its conduits stretch
about 2,000km in Bangkok, some parts
of which are under roads because of
road expansions. The conduit project
has gradually been developed over the
past decade.

Mr Morakot said TOT will gain
another 1,000km in conduit length
this year after its concessionaire for
TOT's fixed-line business transfers all

the concession assets to TOT under a
build-transfer-operate condition.

“A combined 3,000km of TOT con-
duits should make the government
policy of putting existing overhead
cables underground easier and faster
than earlier targeted,” he said.

One conduit consists of three sub-
ducts. Each sub-duct contains three
micro sub-ducts. Telecom and broad-
casting operators rent conduit capac-
ity (either sub-ducts or micro-ducts)
based on the quantity, size and length
of their cables.

The nighttime curfew should make the project
easier to carry out because of reduced traffic.

BUDDHIPONGSE PUNNAKANTA

Digital Economy and Society minister
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Mr Buddhipongse last month
ordered TOT to map out its existing
2,000km of underground cable con-
duits and all related details so the new
conduit project is not redundant. This
information will be discussed with
the NBTC.

The new conduit project plan will
be discussed with the National Digital
Economy and Society Committee,
chaired by Deputy Prime Minister
Prawit Wongsuwon.

Mr Buddhipongse said if the new
plan is clear and agreed on by related
parties, the construction of conduits
could be completed at a reduced cost.

He said the ministry wants to see
progress on the project before the end
of this quarter.

Mr Buddhipongse told the Bangkok
Postthe new conduit project would not
be disrupted by measures to stem the
coronavirus pandemic, including a

10pm-4am curfew still in place. On the
contrary, the project should be easier
to carry out because of reduced traffic,
he said.

Mr Buddhipongse talked to TOT
executives about some existing con-
duits that may need to be fixed and
reused. The new conduit project car-
ried out by the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration may only extend from
TOT's conduits.

Mr Morakot said once TOT's exist-
ing conduits are fixed, reconnecting
signals through underground cables
can be done in 15-20 seconds, which
should not affect customers.
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