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Headline: Net problems beset online schooling bid

Clip: Full Color

CORONAVIRUS

Net problems
beset online
schooling bid

Schools to get IT
gear for July 1 start

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

The Education Ministry is testing an
online teaching and learning system
scheduled to launch for the new
school term on July 1, although 10% of
students were found to have no access
to the internet at home.

Some of those lacking access to the
online teaching and learning system
live without electricity, while others
do not have internet connections
or computers, Education Minister
Nataphol Teepsuwan said yesterday.

His comments were delivered while
leading a test-run on an online teach-
ing and learning system at Wachi-
ratham Sathit School in Phra Khanong
district of Bangkok yesterday.

To resolve these problems, the
minister said he would ask the Digital
Economy and Society Ministry to pro-
vide additional equipment to schools
to ensure all students have access to
the system.

The internet-based teaching and
learning system will be associated
with a long-distance learning system,
said Mr Nataphol.

Students without the required
learning equipment at home will have
to go to their schools to attend online
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classes instead, but the maximum
number of students allowed will be
limited to 20 per class to ensure social
distancing, he said.

At Wachiratham Sathit School,
more than 1,000 teachers and stu-
dents as well as their parents took part
in yesterday's test run of the online
teaching and learning system, said
Mr Nataphol.

A survey yesterday during the test
run found 77% of students were ready
for the arrival of the online learning
system while the rest had more work
to do, he said. On the plus side, the
school'sIT facilities and digital learn-
ing resources are thought to be in
good shape, which should cater well
those children forced to study there.

To ensure every student has access
to the system, teachers were assigned
to supervise and assist those students
who needed additional help, said Mr
Nataphol. All teachers at the school
have completed training on computer
programs such as Microsoft Team,
Zoom and Google Meet toimplement
online teaching and learning, he said.

Also, the Education Ministry
today is launching an associated
long-distance teaching and learning
system, jointly developed and imple-
mented by the Office of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission and the Distance
Learning Foundation under the Royal
Patronage that operates Distance
Learning Television.
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17 new digital channels
sequenced for education

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission’s
(NBTC)board approved yesterday the
sequencing of 17 new digital TV chan-
nels for education run by the Educa-
tion Ministry, comprising channels
No.37-53.

These channels are projected to
begin broadcasting on a temporary
basis from July 1. Airing will end in
six months.

They are to serve
as alternatives to pro-
mote youth education
and learning during
the pandemic.

The NBTC board
also approved Thai PBS
TV station using a fre-
quency band to run an
active learning TV pro-
gramme for six months.
The programme will air
on Channel No.4.

NBTC secretary-gen-
eral Takorn Tantasith said yesterday’s
resolution came after the NBTC board
on April 30 approved the Education
Ministry’s request to test terrestrial
digital TV for education on 17 chan-
nels under the standard definition
system, in accordance with a push to
promote education and learning.

Of the 17 channels, 15 involve basic
education programmes, one concerns
distance education and another is
related to vocational education.

“We approved the Education

'Y
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Takorn: Syste
be ready by July

Ministry’s request quickly to ensure
they prepare the system and are ready
before July 1,” said Mr Takorn.

Channel No.4, which will be run by
Thai PBS, will broadcast active learn-
ing TV programmes, he said.

“If Thai PBS wants to continue
operating Channel 4 after the six-
month period, it needs to apply to
the NBTC office and comply with the
regulator’s permit conditions,” said
Mr Takorn.

The NBTC board also approved
another 100.5 million bahtin
funds for 69 state hospitals as
the third batch of aid in the
fight against the pandemic.

The first batch of 345 mil-
lion baht was approved by
the NBTC in April with 41
state hospitals qualified to
receive the assistance.

A total of 237 hospitals
applied for the assistance at
mto that time.

The second batch of 200
million baht was recently set
aside for 19 hospitals.

Whether hospitals are granted
the assistance depends on proposal
details and necessity.

Qualified hospitals are obliged to
spend money on developing their ser-
vice capacity by 45 days after receiving
the assistance.

The NBTC is accepting hospitals’
applications for assistance from
March 26 to June.

The regulator set out an initial plan
to provide 1 billion baht in assistance.
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