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NBTC SHORTCUT
The DES minister wants to expedite the
process of selecting new board members for
the telecom and TV regulator. B3
TECHNOLOGY

Shortcut to new NBTC board

DES minister tries to
get around delays

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Digital Economy and Society (DES)
Minister Buddhipongse Punnakanta
wants to seek cabinet approval to trig-
ger the process to select new board
members for the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commis-
sion right away, rather than wait for
recruitment-related amendments to
the NBTC Act that are hung up in the
parliamentary process.

The existing NBTC board's working
term expired in October 2017, but the
military regime invoked Section 44 to
allow them to continue working until
new board members are recruited.

The draft amendment is under
consideration by a House of Rep-
resentatives working committee.
If pushed through, it still requires
Senate deliberation.

BOARD RECRUITMENT

“I have no idea when exactly the
draft will be put into effect,” said Mr
Buddhipongse, who also chaired the
lower house’s panel deliberating the
draft amendment.

He plans to forward the idea to seek
new NBTC commissioners under the
existing NBTC Act to the cabinet for
consideration soon.

Under the existing act, which came
into force in 2017, 14 shortlisted can-
didates from seven fields of expertise
must be sought first, two from each
field. Thefields include telecom, broad-
casting, law and consumer protection.

Of the 14, seven will be chosen by
Senate votes, leaving one candidate
per field.

The draft amendment shortens the
process by enabling senators to vote
forseven qualified candidates at once.
There is no requirement that the seven
candidates mustrepresent seven fields
as required under the existing act.

In 2018, the National Legislative
Assembly (NLA) under the military
government turned down the entire
list of 14 candidates contesting for the
seven NBTC commissioners.

The NLA panel vetting the list said
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Mr Buddhipongse
says the
transition to new
board members
will be smooth.

that more than half of the candidates
were stakeholders in businessesin the
fields governed by the NBTC over the
pastyear.

Mr Buddhipongse said that if the
government agrees with the new
recruitment process under the existing
act, the 14 candidates must be sought
first, with seven of them eventually
being picked as NBTC commission-
ers. Each of them must come from the
chosen fields of expertise.

He said amendments to the act con-
tinue to run their course. After the draft
amendment is putinto effect, the gov-
ernment can start the new recruitment
process again.

NBTC TRANSITION
Mr Buddhipongse acknowledged
that NBTC secretary-general Takorn
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Tantasith is scheduled toleave his post
on July 1, before the end of his working
term on Sept 10.

Mr Takorn on Feb 18 submitted a
letter to NBTC chairman Sukit Kha-
masundara, saying he wanted to step
down on May 18.

On April 24, Gen Sukit informed Mr
Takorn that he could leave his post on
July 1 instead, citing important tasks
that needed to be dealt with during a
difficult period.

“The DES Ministry under my stew-
ardship has had good collaboration
with the NBTC,” Mr Buddhipongse
said. “The transition of top manage-
ment at the NBTC and its board is
expected to go smoothly.”

An NBTC source who requested
anonymity said the board must select
either a deputy secretary-general or a
board member to serve as the acting
secretary-general after July 1.

Concerns have been raised about
whom the board will select, as the
individual must be ready to face tough
tasks and challenges lying ahead and
properly deal with the decision-mak-
ing involved.

There are six NBTC commissioners,
including Gen Sukit, who turns 70 this
year, and vice-chairman Prasert Silphi-
phat, who turns 70 in 2021.

The existing act stipulates that NBTC
commissioners must not be over 70;
but the previous government overrode
that requirement through Section 44,
and the members can work until the
new board members are sought.
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