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Satellite dishes stand behind Thaicom’s headquarters in Nonth

PLEASE HOLD

The telecom industry grimaces as the NBTC
waits for its next secretary-general. BS

Please hold

The telecom industry grimaces as the regulator waits for the next available operator,
writes Komsan Tortermvasana

aburi. The NBTC will have to finish a regulatory auction draft for the rights of

satellite orbital slot utilisation by this year as Thaicom’s satellite concession contract ends next year. TAWATCHAI KEMGUMNERD

s the National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commis-

sion (NBTC) enters a transition

period for its secretary-general

and board members, concerns
have been raised over how various key tasks
will be mobilised during this time.

Monumental tasks ahead include the draft-
ing of the regulation governing the auction of
satellite orbital slot utilisation (ahead of Thai-
com'’s satellite operating concession ending
next year), as well as crafting remedy meas-
ures for 12.4 million household subscribers
of satellite TV service if the 3500-megahertz
range used by Thaicom is recalled for another
spectrum auction.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith is
scheduled to leave the post on July 1. He sub-
mitted a resignation letter to NBTC chairman
Sukit Khamasundara on Feb 18, two days after
the 5G licence auction was held, saying he

News ID: C-200608001131 (8 Jun 20/06:02)
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wanted to step down on May 18, four months
before his term ends.

Gen Sukit informed Mr Takorn that he
would be allowed to leave the post on July
1 instead.

CHALLENGES AHEAD
Serving about a decade in the
post, Mr Takorn is acknowl-
edged to have played a key
role in moving policy forward
and acted as a superb coor-
dinator for varied interests.

The NBTC is respon-
sible for hammering out
regulations and allocating
digital resources, including
spectrum bands, which are
considered the backbone
infrastructure of the inter-
net economy.
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56583455 SPECTRUM AND DIGITALTV
AUCTIONS Unit: million baht
;lw
2.1GHz 900MHz | 1800MHz Multiband
7 44,538.75 203,317.12 | 113,206 107,557.66
S ] 2012 2015/2016/2018 2020
2013 2019
Digital TV 700MHz
38,770.38 56,444.64
Source: NBTC BKPgraphics
TOTAL VALUE OF THAILAND'S
Unit: Million baht
2012 2013 2018 2019 2020f 2021f 2022f
Source: NBTC BKPgraphics
The agency held a 5G could be leveraged for both business-to-
spectrum auction in Feb- business and business-to-consumer models.
ruary this year, the first in Some major operators have embarked on
Asean. The auction took commercial use of the 5G network on the
place despite arguments 2600MHz range.
aboutthe country’s readiness Under Mr Takorn, the NBTC has pulled in
for 5G adoption. 522 billion baht from 3G, 4G and 5G spec-
In the wake of the auction, major mobile  trum licence auctions for the state from 2012
operators are believed to hold enough spec-  to 2020.
trum bandwidth for a 5G network, including The use of these networks benefits the
on the 2600MHz range, which experts say  overall economy, including the industrial and
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ﬁiQNewsClip‘M

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

#= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

B4 help@ignewsclip.com




Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,400

Bangkok Post

Section: Business/NATIONAL
Date: Monday 8 June 2020

Volume: - No: -

Headline: Please hold

Col.Inch: 214.59 Ad Value: 300,426

Page: B1(Top Right), B5
PRValue (x3): 901,278

Clip: Full Color

G Call Conter

4

p— ._

1200

NBTC

Mr Taknrns shduled to leave as head of the NBTC on July 1. There is

concern over finding a capable replacement.

business sectors, as well as people’s daily life.
The agency must appoint either a deputy
secretary-general or an NBTC board member
as the acting secretary-general after July 1.
Concemns have been raised as to whethera
capable replacement can be found.

SEEKING A NEW BOARD

The existing NBTC board’s working term
expired in October 2017, but the military
regime invoked Section 44 to allow it to con-
tinue working until new board members
are recruited.

Gen Sukit and vice-chairman Prasert Sil-
phiphat turn 70 this year and next, respec-
tively. Although the 2017 NBTC Act stipulates
that commissioners must vacate the position
when they turn 70, an exercise of Section 44
powers overruled that law, meaning the pair
can continue to work until they are replaced
by new recruits.

A recruitment-related amendment to the
act is stuck in the House committee vetting
it. When the amendment will come into force
remains unclear.

Buddhipongse Punnakanta, the digital
economy and society minister who chairs the
committee, said the amendment process may
last nearly a year.

He put forward another solution, telling
the Bangkok Post that the recruitment could
kick off right away by adhering to the selection

News ID: C-200608001131 (8 Jun 20/06:02)
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process given in the existing 2017 NBTC Act.

Mr Buddhipongse said he could seek cabi-
netapproval to trigger the recruitment process
under the existing act.

Under the act, 14 shortlisted candidates
from seven fields of expertise must be
sought first, two from each field. The fields
include telecom, broadcasting, law and con-
sumer protection.

Of the 14, seven will be chosen by Senate
vote, leaving one candidate per field to
be selected.

In 2018, the National Legislative Assembly
(NLA) under the military government turned
down the entire list of 14 candidates vying for
the seven NBTC commissioner posts.

The NLA panel vetting the list said more
than half of the candidates were stakeholders
in businesses in the fields governed by the
NBTC over the past year.

Mr Buddhipongse said that if the

government agrees with the recruitment pro-
cess under the current act, it must first seek
14 shortlisted candidates and run through
the process stipulated under the legislation.

Any amendments would apply to a new
recruitment process for the next commis-
sioner terms, he said.

CRITICAL AGENDA ITEMS
A source on the NBTC board who requested
anonymity told the Bangkok Post that the
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agency has various important issues this
year, including issuing a remedy measure
and granting compensation to state-owned
broadcaster MCOT for the 190MHz of band-
width on the 2600MHz spectrum recalled for
February’s 5G auction.

The regulator needs to figure out the
amount of compensation and the propor-
tion of the sum it would give to MCOT and
its technology partner, Playwork.

The NBTC board meeting last month failed
to agree on the matter.

In addition, the NBTC has a plan to auction
the rights to use orbital slots 50.5 and 119.5

degrees east for satellite busi-
ness. The formeris now vacant
and the latter is being used by
satellite Thaicom 4.

The agency has to finish the
regulatory draft on the auction
by this year, as Thaicom’s con-
cession contract ends nextyear.

CAT Telecom was recently
granted by the National Digital
Economy and Society Commit-
tee the right to handle satellite
operation and assets associ-
ated with Thaicom's conces-
sion once the contract expires
next year.

As Thaicom 4 has an engi-
neering lifespan and fuel power
until 2022, CAT planstosend a
drone torefuel it for further use.
CAT will also seek a new satel-
lite to replace it under coopera-
tion with other partners.

Satellite Thaicom 6 has an

engineering lifespan until 2029. CAT wants
to proceed with a satellite network filing to
reserve orbital slots as it works on a plan to
gain a new satellite to replace Thaicom 6 in
the future.

The NBTC traditionally governs the satellite
business in the country, including arrang-
ing orbital slot spaces with the International
Telecommunication Union.

Furthermore, the NBTC office is studying
how the 3500MHz range occupied by Thai-
com for the satellite business could be real-
located for a 5G spectrum auction.

This band is the most popular for 5G adop-
tion among mobile operators. A total of 11
European countries are using the 3500MHz
band for 5G commercial services.

The NBTC is also studying how to ensure
that satellite signal transmissions on the range
will not interrupt the mobile system on the
same band.
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VACUUM CONCERNS

Several telecom veterans are voicing concerns
about a potential vacuum during the tran-
sition of top management and board mem-
bers, and whether it would affect the NBTC'’s
decision-making and policy implementation.

This vacuum could have an adverse impact
on the industry, especially in a slump where
an economic driver is needed and new oppor-
tunities are sought, they said.

“If the transition period results in lethargy
at the regulatory body, it will inflict double
damage on related parties and industries
during this difficulttime,” said an executive of
amobile operator who requested anonymity.

The executive said there is no need for
the new secretary-general to have techni-
cal expertise in the field, as he or she can be
supported by the organisation’s specialists or
management team.

The most crucial qualifications are leader-
ship and the courage to move policy forward
despite facing opposition, the executive said.

The new NBTC board must have a central
role in making clear decisions and issuing
regulations by taking into account public

benefits and industries in the big picture, the
executive said.

Another telecom veteran expressed con-
cern that after the leadership change, the
regulator would be reluctant to implement
urgent measures or new regulations.

“The secretary-general position requires
a person uniquely qualified to handle a very
tough agenda and challenges, finding the right
balance in seeking benefits and decision-
making,” said the veteran, who asked not to
be named.

Although the NBTC is an independent
body under the Thai constitution, history
has shown it must have good relations with
outsiders, particularly in government, to
ensure success in carrying out regulations,
the veteran said.

Inthe telecom industry, it's not uncommon
to see disagreement between the regulator
and operators over existing regulations, some
of which are viewed as outdated.

During the transition, the existing NBTC
board may not dare to advance important
policies if it lacks top management capable
of executing them, the veteran said.
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