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NBTC allots 4 packages of
satellite network filings

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
has allotted four packages of satellite
network filings subject to allocation for
interested bidders early next year.

The first package consists of 50.5
and 51 degrees East orbital slots and
the second concerns 78.5 degree East.

The third involves 119.5 and 120
degrees East and another concerns 126
and 142 degrees East.

Interested bidders have to propose
which packages they want to use with
the NBTC, said Air Marshal Thanapant
Raichareon, deputy secretary-general
of the regulator.

However, the NBTC has yet to con-
clude whether it would hold an auction
or a beauty contest, which concerns
both technical and financial offers, to
select the bidders, he said.

The drafting of the selection method

is expected to be completed by year-
end, with the regulator granting orbital
slot usage licences early next year, AM
Thanapant said.

The goal is to act before Thaicom’s
satellite operation concession ends
in 2021.

“For the first and fourth packages,
these slots are now vacant. The 78.5E
and 119.5E slots are being used by Thai-
com,” he said.

Thaicom now operates two satellites
under a revenue-sharing based con-
cession regime: Thaicom 4 or iPSTAR,
a broadband satellite; Thaicom 6 is a
broadcasting satellite.

Thaicom 4 and Thaicom 6 are opera-
tionalon 119.5E and 78.5E orbital slots,
respectively.

The NBTC Act amendment, which
came into effect last year, grants
the NBTC sole authority in govern-
ing all related satellite business,
including orbital slot arrangement
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AIR MARSHAL THANAPANT
RAICHAREON
Deputy secretary-general,

with International Telecommunica-
tion Union.

It took over the role from the Digital
Economy and Society Ministry.

AM Thanapant said the NBTC office
rolled out three regulations in connec-
tion with satellite management affairs
in February this year.

One concerns the orbital slot man-
agement plan and the second involves
the criteria and methods of granting the
rights of orbital slot usage.

Another concerns criteria and
methods of granting the landing right
licences for the operation in Thailand.
This covers the use of foreign satellites’
signals in the country.

The NBTC office yesterday held a
meeting with concerned groups about
drafting the method to select bidders
for the rights of orbital slot usage.

The draftis expected to be submitted
to the NBTC board for approval by July
before a public hearing.

The hearing may take 30 days and the
regulatory board will consider the final
details before completing all processes
by the last quarter, said AM Thanapant.
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Govt denies phone tracking

WASSANA NANUAM

The Ministry of Defence has denied
requesting mobile phone location
data from the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) to monitor the Covid-19
outbreak in Thailand.

Defence Ministry spokesman,
Lt Gen Kongcheep Tantravanich,
said the ministry has no authority
to demand private mobile phone
information, shutting down reports
that the ministry had asked mobile
network operations to send in their
customers’ location data to assist
with efforts to curb the spread of
the disease.

However, the director of the
Policy and Planning Office under
the Ministry of Defence, Gen Raksak
Rojphimphun, said instead that the
NBTC and the Ministry of Digital
Economy and Society have been
nominated to supervise the tracking
of mobile phone users’ movements.
He also said his office has met with
all five mobile network operators to
discuss the possibility of using users’
mobile phone data for disease-con-
trol purposes.

His comment came after inde-
pendent academic Sarinee Achava-
nuntakul published a document
from the defence policy and planning
office, asking the NBTC to provide

the mobile phone location data of
newly confirmed Covid-19 patients
over the last 14 days. According to Ms
Sarinee’s Facebook post, the office
also asked for the mobile phone num-
bers of everyone near them.

Gen Raksak justified the need to
track mobile phone users by citing
the cluster of infections at Lump-
inee Boxing Stadium. “If we had the
mobile phone information of all 2,800
people at the stadium, we would have
been able to send a text to warn them
immediately,” he said.

Addressing human rights concerns
over location tracking, Gen Raksak
said no data has been harvested as the
programme is still in development.
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