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NBTC, OTCC join forces on trade rules

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
yesterday entered into a memoran-
dum of understanding with the Office
of Trade Competition Commission
(OTCC) to create guidelines for warding
off unfair trade activity in relation to tel-
ecom, broadcasting and digital services.
The move takes particular aim at
merger and acquisition activity in tel-
ecom and broadcasting to ensure com-
pliance with the Trade Competition Act.
The collaboration is expected to pro-
duce guidelines to ensure fair and free
market competition, said OTCC com-
missioner Wissanu Wongsinsirikul.
NBTC commissioner Thawatchai
Jittrapanun said the global economic
landscape is changing fast because of
the growth of digital platforms, espe-
cially those from the US.
China, a traditional manufacturing
base, is also trying to transform itself

into a digital platform provider.

“The NBTC sees serious warning
signals from digital services and plat-
forms that the government must seri-
ously consider proper regulations to
deal with them before itis too late,” Mr
Thawatchai said.

5G adoption and efficient internet
access open the door for ordinary
people to have their own business, he
said, but large platform owners and
companies hold the vast majority of
consumer data and enjoy a competi-
tive advantage over others.

Concerns are mounting about regu-
lating digital service and platform pro-
viders, including over-the-top (OTT)
operators, that have their headquarters
abroad. Thailand should follow in Euro-
pean countries’ footsteps to regulate
these influential digital providers, Mr
Thawatchai said.

He said efficient regulation of the
industry requires the full strength of
government, since Thailand may be
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challenged from abroad once the regu-
lations come into force.

Mr Wissanu agreed that it may be
hard to regulate foreign digital plat-
forms with no offices in the country and
that cooperation from other agencies
may be needed to deal with them.

Four sectors have received com-
plaints about market domination and
unfair competition, he said.

The firstis online travel agency plat-
forms owned by foreign companies.
Theyforce local hotels to set aside some
rooms for their platforms, with or with-
out reservations.

The second is food delivery plat-
forms, which have a variety of com-
mission fees collected from restau-
rant partners.

The third is e-commerce platforms,
some of which have resorted to money-
burning activities through promotions.

The fourth is video streaming, in
which giant platforms hold a com-
manding share of the market.
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Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,400

Section: Life/HAPPENING
Date: Wednesday 23 September 2020

Volume: - No: - Page: 2(Bottom Right)
Col.Inch: 14.65  Ad Value: 20,510 PRValue (x3): 61,530

Photo News: SOCIAL SCENE: OFFICIAL LAUNCH

Clip: Full Color

SOCIAL SCENE

OFFICIAL LAUNCH: Asst Prof Thawatchai Jittrapanun, fourth left,
presided over the opening ceremony of ‘Stringer Training In Digital
Platform’ organised by the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission at Buri Sriphu Boutique Hotel Convention Center, Songkhla.
From left, Kun Anantanawat, Isaree Praditteera, Prasong Lertratanawisute,
Nattanon Leesattruphai, Mahama Kajae, Charong Phongjansatean and
Aithiphonchai Phongrat.

News ID: C-200923001046 (23 Sep 20/05:56)
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