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BAD FREQUENCY

The regulator is pushing for the transition of
analogue radio stations to digital as it tries to
sort out community stations. B3

NBTC prioritises
digital radio shift

Community stations
critical agenda item

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission
(NBTC) is pushing for the transition
of analogue radio stations to digital
radio from 2025, aiming to improve
service standards and help stakehold-
ers handle digital disruption.

The move is also an effort to deal
with 3,500 community radio stations
that have been operating on a trial
basis with the NBTC's permission.
The regulator has repeatedly extended
the trial period, now slated to expire
in December 2024. The regulator said
it does not plan to switch off the ana-
logue system in 2024.

NBTC commissioner AM Thana-
pant Raicharoen said community
radio is a critical agenda item for
the regulator.

The NBTC is set to start the overall

radio industry’s transition through its
third master plan for the broadcast-
ing and TV business, scheduled for
2025-30.

The transition calls for the digi-
tal radio regulatory framework to be
enforced from 2025, though it would
not be a compulsory condition for
existing community radio stations,
simply a voluntary option.

The NBTC office will have to pro-
mote proper incentives and an eco-
system to encourage them to enter the
digital radio scheme.

There will be two types of the digital
radio business licences, one for a sta-
tion network operator (MUX) and one
for a radio station operator.

The NBTC hopes to see the coop-
eration of several community radio
stations to establish or invest in joint-
network deployment and rent them to
operate a digital radio service.

Technically, one MUX operator
would be capable of providing net-
work capacity for at least 16 digital
radio stations.

Some 313 radio stations hold
NBTC licences, while around 3,500

community radio stations operate on
a trial basis. All of them have oper-
ated on the spectrum range between
87-108MHz.

Digital radio means using digital
technology to air content on the spec-
trum. The digital radio system requires
a new radio receiver, but the NBTC
office does not have a clear strategy
of how to promote incentives for the
public to change radio receivers.

The NBTC office yesterday also held
apublic hearing for the amended draft
ofits second master plan for the broad-
casting and TV businesses which will
be implemented between 2020 and
2025. The hearing is set to be finished
by May 10.

In parallel, NBTC commissioner
Pirongrong Ramasoota said the
NBTC is amending regulations relat-
ing to promoting and developing the
TV business under Section 52 of the
Broadcasting Business Act.

The draft amendment stipulates
that the NBTC board may consider
giving any programme or production
that is beneficial to society financial
support from the NBTC fund.
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TELECOMS

Senate committee mulls use of foreign satellites

POST REPORTERS

A Senate committee on information tech-
nology, communication and telecommu-
nications yesterday met to discuss the state
telecom regulator’s plan to revise regulations
governing the use of foreign-owned satellites
to provide domestic telecoms services.
Anantaporn Kanchanarat, chair of the
Senate committee, said the discussion was
meant to gather recommendations and

concerns over the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s (NBTC)
plan to review the regulations.

Raised during the discussion were the
minimum qualifications for foreign satellite
operators, licence fees, service disruptions
and responsibilities, said Gen Anantaporn.

While the meeting's participants agreed
that allowing the use of foreign satellite tran-
sponders to provide domestic services would
give customers more options, it could put

Thai satellite service providers at a disad-
vantage, he said.

While satellite service operators Thaicom
and National Telecom (NT) have invested
millions of baht to obtain their licences, for-
eign satellite providers who want to provide
domestic services in Thailand only need to
pay 2 million baht for a five-year licence,
he said.

According to Gen Anantaporn, the com-
mittee also debated a proposal seeking to
allow the use of foreign satellite services on
Thai and foreign planes, sea-faring vessels
and high-speed rail systems.

The NBTC is currently gathering the
public’s input on its planned changes to
the regulations, which have been in use for
three years.

The findings will be submitted to the
NBTC's board for consideration with the
revised regulation expected to be announced
in October.

=

Ananta‘porn: Getting
recommendations

News ID: C-230426001050 (26 Apr 23/05:05)

app.ignewsclip.com

8 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

B help@iqnewsclip.com

Page: 1/1

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17" Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND
{, 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700




	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

