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Free drinking water and refreshing towers for motorists during New Year holidays.

BUSINESS
CALENDAR

DEMONSTRATIONS

L=

-»MONDAY: Somboon Yindeey-
oungyuen, caretaker director-general
of the Primary Industries and Mines
Department, will demonstrate to

the media the use of drones in the
mining industry, such as for site
surveys in risk areas and mineral
exploration. The demonstration is
scheduled to take place at Silasanon
Co in Saraburi province.

PRESS CONFERENCES

-» MONDAY:
Asst Prof Pakdee
Manavest, deputy
secretary-general
of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunica-
tions Commission,
will hold a press
conference on

the NBTC board
meeting regarding several telecom-
related issues at its office on Phahon
Yothin Soi 8.

Asst Prof akdee:
NBTC meeting

=» TUESDAY: The Thai Chamber of
Commerce and the Center for Eco-
nomic and Business Forecasting of
the University of the Thai Chamber
of Commerce will reveal the latest
survey results on consumer spend-
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ing for the New Year holidays at the
university’s press room on Vibhavadi
Rangsit Road. Last year the centre
reported year-end spending of 125
billion baht, the highest in the past
few years, but it doubts whether
spending will reach that level this
year because of several negative
conditions.

Suhdued consumerspendl ng is expected
this holiday period. SOMCHAI POOMLARD
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Otop City 2016 fair at Impact Muang
Thong Thani. THITI WANNAMONTHA

FAIRS

=» MONDAY: The Community
Development Department has

organised the Otop City 2016 fair,
which ends today at Challenger

1-8, Impact Muang Thong Thani,
showcasing the nation’s premium
products from the One Tambon One
Product scheme.

-» MONDAY: ProExhibition Co has
organised the New Year's Gifts Fair
at the International Trade

Promotion Department’s Exhibition
Hall on Ratchadaphisek Road to run
until Jan 1, 2017.

-» WEDNESDAY: Pradit Yomanan,
governor of Nakhon Nayok province,

will preside over the “Pracharat
Market for Communities Fair” at
Chao Khun Udom Pracharat Ruam
Jai market in Ongkharak district,
Nakhon Nayok. In addition to a vari-
ety of community products available
at discount prices and entertainment
activities, state banks and govern-
ment agencies will promote local
entrepreneurs at the fair, which ends
on Thursday.

CAMPAIGNS

-» THURSDAY: Chatchai Sirilai,

president of GH Bank, will hand
drinking water and refreshing

towels to Highway Police Division
chief Somchai Kaosamran to give to
motorists under the “Return Safely
Home” campaign promoting road
safety during Dec 29-Jan 4 as heavy
traffic is expected throughout the
New Year holiday.

SALES

-» MONDAY: Home Product Centre
Plc, operator of the HomePro
hardware store chain, will hold a
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White Chrlstmas trees, lights, yellow flowers and nther decorations are displayed

in front of CentralWorld. PATTARAPONG CHATPATTARASILL

NEW YEAR PRAYER

SATURDAY: CentralWorld joins the Cultural Promotion Department

in organising a New Year prayer ceremony, a special event to make
merit and enlightenment to welcome 2017. The event, to be held in front
of the CentralWorld, Ratchaprasong intersection and several Central
Group's shopping malls, will replace the traditional New Year countdown
party as the country remains in mourning after the passing of King Bhu-
mibol Adulyadej. The traditional alms-giving to the monks will also be held
on the morning of New Year’s day for merit-making and good fortune.

marketing campaign called “Small
Appliance & More” to promote
sales during the holiday season at
its stores nationwide and online at
www.homepro.co.th until Jan 4,
2817:

TAX BREAKS

-» MONDAY: The Finance Ministry’s
tax breaks worth up to 15,000 baht
per person, which started on Dec 14
to stimulate consumption during the
festive season, will end this coming
Saturday (Dec 31).
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Headline: TOT starts broadband installation

Clip: Black/White

TOT starts

broadband
installation

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

TOT Plc will begin constructing the 15-bil-
lion-baht national broadband network
today, with the first batch covering 100 vil-
lages in five provinces.

Installation of the national broad-
band network in five provinces, including
Phayao, is expected to complete by mid-
January, said a TOT executive who asked
not to be named.

The government plans to install internet
broadband network to cover 40,432 villages
in order to eliminate the digital divide in
remote areas, 24,700 of which will be han-
dled by TOT with an investment cost of 15
billion baht.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC) will
handle the installation for the remaining
15,732 villages. The investment costs have
not been made available. The regulator will
use the universal service obligation fund for
the investment.

The development is part of the gov-
ernment’s effort to provide affordable
high-speed internet access to low-income
rural households, in compliance with the
nation’s digital infrastructure develop-
ment roadmap.

The source said TOT expects to install
broadband networks in at least 2,000 vil-

News ID: C-161226001066 (26 Dec 16/05:08)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

lages a month, starting from March. The
government wants TOT to complete con-
struction for all 24,700 villages by 2017.

TOT has set conditions for an auction
to seek suppliers for fibre-optic network
equipment. The auction is expected to take
place by January, and the results may be
revealed by February.

The bid winners must start supplying
TOT their fibre-optic networks from March.

The source said the auction to seek
suppliers will comprise three segments of
equipment products: fibre-optic network,
WiFi hotspot equipment and distribution
panel boards, a component of an electric-
ity supply system that divides an electrical
power feed into subsidiary circuits while
providing individual circuit breakers.

Gp Capt Somsak Khaosuwan, deputy
permanent secretary of the Digital Econ-
omy (DE) and Society Ministry, said TOT
and the DE Ministry will hold three memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) signing
ceremonies today.

The three MoUs are related to the con-
struction of the national broadband net-
work project, to ensure the transparency
of the auction processes, project planning
and implementation, including spending.

The three MoUs will comprise of an
agreement for morality between TOT
and anti-corruption agencies, one for a
non-disclosure agreement between the
DE Ministry and TOT, and an agreement
for utilising TOT’s resources for optimum
benefit for the TOT and the Metropolitan
Electricity Authority, together with the Pro-
vincial Electricity Authority.

Gp Capt Somsak said TOT has to report
to the DE Ministry all details of the project
procurement procedures, including details
of the auction.
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TOT hands watchdog new five-year business plan to develop wireless broadband service

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TOT RECENTLY submitted its new busi-
nessplantodevelopa 2.3 gigahertz
wireless broadband service to the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) for consideration, with the
ambition goal of acquiring around 20
million mobile-phone subscribers via
the service in the next five years.

TOT aims to utilise the spectrum to
launch a 5G service in the future.

The NBTC's telecom panel is expect-
edto consider TOT's new business plan
so0n.

According to the five-yearplan, TOT
will utilise its existing 60-megahertz
bandwidth of the 2.3GHz for three serv-
ices.

The first one is the fixed-wireless
broadband Internet service in which
securing 318,598 households has been

targeted within five years. The service
will be part of the government’s planto
launch broadband connectivity for vil-
lages nationwide next year.

The second one is the wireless
broadband Internet service, which will
utilise dongle devices and 539,739 users
have been targeted within five years.

The last one is the wholesale of the
2.3GHz bandwidth to mabile virtual
network operator (MVNQ) partners to
offer the mobile data service. It aims to

News ID: C-161226003067 (26 Dec 16/06:14)
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acquire19.2 million subscribers in five
years via these MVNO partners.

The state agency aims to secure rev-
enue of between Bt536 millionand
Bt6.978 billiona year fromall these
Services.

TOT also plans toinstall 1,769 base
stations of the 2.3GHz in the first year
before expanding the number to 8,455
in the second year, 14,994 in the third
year, 20,367 in the fourth year and
21217 inthefifthyear.

The NBTC has permitted TOT to use
the 2.3GHz band until 2025.

The NBTC asked TOT tocome up
with the new business planas its previ-
ous business plan lacked viability. The
regulator has threatened to take band-
width from TOT’s 2.3GHz spectrum to
auction off, if TOT fails to come up with
a more viable business plan.

Recently TOT’s board approved the
state agency to hire Detecon Consulting
as an adviser for seeking strategic part-

ners for the planned 2.3GHz business.
TOT plans to allow telecom equipment
vendors and mobile phone operators to
team up to propose becoming its
strategic partners.

ATOT source said that Total Access
Communication (DTAC) was interested
in securing a partnership with TOT for
the 2.3GHz business as DTAC failed to
grab a licence from the NBTC's recent
auctions of the 1800MHz and 900MHz
licences.
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