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NBTC OKAYS BT950M FOR FREE WI-FI SERVICE

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) committee overseeing
fundingforthe development oftele-
com and broadcasting has agreed to
grant Bt950 million to support the
Information and Communications
Technology Ministry's existing free
Wi-Fi project.

Takorn Tantasit, NBTC’s secre-

tary-general, said that on October
10 the commission would consider
granting the funding for the min-

istry to roll out its free Wi-Fi serv- «

ice in up to 150,000 new spots
nationwide for three years.

Of the total amount allocated,
Bt50 million will be provided to the
ministry this year and the remain-

_der next year. After three years, the

ministry will hand the service over
to TOT and CAT Teleconi to man-
age. d

News ID: C-121001003074 (1 Oct 12/06:16)
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The ministry asked NBTC for
financial support to promote its
existing free Wi-Fi servicein amove
to ensure equal telecom access
nationwide.

It finished installing the service
in 30,000 spots across the King-
dom this year and plans to ex-

and that to 250,000 spots in the

ture. !
The ministry aimsto cover at]éﬁst*
80 per cent of the population with
broadband network by 2013,
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3G LICENCE AUCTION

FIRMS READY NETWORK
UPPLIERS BEFORE BID

Complaint over lack of compet|t|on planned: reports

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THENATION

lhiree of the firms that have

l applied to bid for the 2.1-
gigahertz spectrum have
selected suppliers for their 3G net-

work rollouts, which are expected to
be up and ru.nning within the first

half of next year.
If things go as planned, the
National = Broadeasting  and

Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) will auction the spectrum
on October 16 and grant licences to
‘the bid winners next January. But
rumour has it that this week some
parties plan to lodge a complaint at
the watchdog that its auction terms
and conditions appear to ease the
way for three bidders to elinch spee-
trum slots without genuine compe-
tition.

Advanced Info Service (AIS),
whose  subsidiary  Advanced
ere]ess Network (AWN) has

lilled to bid, is expected to select

SN Aok (NSN)and
Huawei Technologies askey 3G net-
work equipment suppliers.

Total Access Communication
(DTAC), which is participating in
the auction via its subsidiary DTAC
Network, is expected to select
Ericsson as the key supplier.

True Corp, whose subsidiary Real
Future has joined the fray, is likely
to select Huawei and ZTE,

The suppliers are upbeat about
the prospect of clinching 3G net—
work supply deals.

The NBTC vice chairman'’s sec-
retary, Jesada Sivaraks, expects the

The analyst expected
only mild competition at

‘the auction, as thereis
‘enough spectrum for

all three bidders and
the final up-front
spectrum fee is unlikely
to be very high.

winning bidders to launch their 3G
services within the first half of next
year.

Backed by strong balance sheets,
AIS and DTAC are each expected to
spend atleast Bt40 billion-Bt50 bil-
lion during the first three years of the

3G-networkrollout. Both arealsoin

talks to share 3G infrastructure in

‘orderto reduce capital expense and

to speed up their network rollouts.

True is expected to roll out its
network on an infrastructure-shar-
ing basis with 7,000 cellular base
stations of BEKT (Thailand), which
isasubsidiary of Real Future. BEKT
has leased these bases to CAT
Telecom to generate wholesale 3G
bandwidth capacity, using the 850-
megahertz spectrum,

Given that the 2G concessions of
TrueMove and AIS will end in
September next year and in 2015,
respectively, True Corp and ALS will
have to speedily build up 3G net-
works to quickly migrate their cus-
tomers from the concessions to the

News ID: C-121001003117 (1 Oct 12/06:25)
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3G networks. The NBTC also
requires all spectrum winners to
have their networks cover 80 per
cent of the population within four
years of licensing,

The telecom analyst expected
only mild competition at the auc-
tion, asthereis enough spectrum for
all three bidders and the final u
front spectrum fee is unlikely to be
veryhigh. The analyst assumed that
each of the three bidders would end
up paying only Bt15 billion as a fee.

The NBTC has a total of 45MHz
of bandwidth on the 2.1GHz spec-
trum. It will auetion nine slots, each
containing 5SMHz of bandwidth at
areserve price of Bt4.5 billion each.

Each of the bidders can go for a
maximum of 15MHz of bandwidth.
This drew criticism from some tele-
com experts as paving the way for
three bidders to grab the highly
prized spectrum atlow competition.

The watchdog argues that the
bidders will fiercely compete to
quote the highest price for the
desired number of spectrum slots.
Those quoting the highest price for
the slots are eligible to be the first to
select the desired spectrum ranges.
The auction features two pliases -
bidding for the spectrum slot num-
bers first, and then choosmg the
spectrum ranges.

AWN, DTAC Network and Real
Future submitted their applications
to use the 2.1GHz spectrum last
Friday. On that day, AIS' share price
surged 0.47 per cent to close at
Bt214, while that of DTAC surged
0.54 per cent to close at Bt92.50,
True’s share price rose 1.67 per cent
to close at Bt6.10. :
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