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NBTC, JAPAN DISCUSS
CUTTING ROAMING RATES

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) and Japan’s Ministry of
Internal Affairs and
Communications yesterday dis-
cussed possible ways to lower inter-
national mobile voice and data
roaming rates between the two
countries.

Thai mobile-phone operators
will talk with their Japanese coun-
terparts on the possibility of cutting
therates.

Last year, about 650,000 Thais
visited Japan, while bout 1.5 million
Japanese visited Thailand.

The NBTC and the Japanese min-
istry also discussed how to promote
the use of ultra-high-definition TV
(4K) technology and smart TV tech-
nology in Thailand.
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Headline: Media experts back Thai PBS model for self-supervision
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Media experts back Thai PBS model for self-supervision

OLARNLERTRATTANADAMRONGKUL
THE NATION

THAI PBSis the model for mediaself-
supervision while the current media
climatein Thailand should notbecome
the norm, a Bangkok seminar heard
yesterday.

Supinya Klangnarong, a National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) member,
said the current situation involved
more direct use of state authority with
the media, meaning there was a need
to set criteria on how to identify unac-
ceptable content and mete out appro-
priate punishment.

The seminar on the feasibility of
mediaself-supervision attracted many
high-profile media members, includ-
ing Thai Broadcast Journalists
Association president Thepchai Yong.

It was hosted by the NBTC.

Thepchai, Nation Multimedia

Groupeditor-in-chief, said Thai PBS’s
structure was a good model for self-
supervision in terms of ethical con-
duct within an organisation.

He explained that the establish-
ment of a central media body, which
would have the power to create pres-
sure and trends, would reflect media
members’sincerity and promote their
participation.

Thepchai added that media was
able to supervise itself.

He said that while the media was
prepared to implement this mecha-
nism, the main point to consider was
the quality of media members.

Thepchai said TV media was cur-
rentlythe mostinfluential mediaforce
in Thailand while newspapers’ influ-
ence had decreased.

The influence of social media as a
mechanism to unofficially oversee the
mainstream media effectively was on
the rise. Hence the idea of media self-

News ID: C-150501003091 (1 May 15/05:57)
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supervision was not far-fetched.

Thepchai said the present media
climate was abnormal and as such it
should not direct where the industry
is headed.

Relaying previous discussions
among media executives, he said the
media knew what society expected of
it and the supervising mechanism
details should be considered carefully
so that the state did not interfere with
the industry.

Prasong Lertratanawisute, execu-
tive director of the Isra News Agency,
said he believed the Thai PBS model
was a good one.

However, Asst Prof Pirongrong
Ramasoota from Chulalongkorn
University’s Thai Media Policy Centre,
said the self-regulatory system was not
practical due tomanyreasons, includ-
ing media businesses’ top focus being
their survival.

She pointed out that bodies com-

prising media organisationstended to
paymoreattention to self-interest than
public interest.

“The public also lacks an adequate
understanding of the supervision of
themedia. They don‘tknowwherethey
can turn to if they notice unethical
media,” she said.

Vasant Paileeklee, vice chair of the
National Reform Council’'scommittee
on media and IT reform, said he
believed the self-regulatory system
would be inadequate.

He pointed out that the self-regu-
latory system relied on media organi-
sationsjoining in on a voluntary basis,
which meantsome organisations could
opt out or quit if they were unhappy.

“I think we will need a co-regula-
tion,” he said.

Accordingto Vasant, lawsshould be
legislated to directly control advertis-
ing and public relations spending by
state agencies.
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New NBTC ruling on feud

News Network’s stake
issue in NMG revisited

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) will
give a new ruling on the dispute between
SET-listed Nation Multimedia Group Plc
(NMG) and MAI-listed News Network
Corporation Plc on May 22.

The move comes after the NBTC’s
legal subcommittee said the ruling must
be empowered by the NBTC board, not
its broadcasting committee, according to
Section 27 (17) of the Frequency Alloca-
tion Act.

Therefore, the previous ruling by the
broadcasting panel was invalid.

In late March, the panel voted that the
purchase of a 12.27% stake in NMG by
News Network, formerly known as Solu-
tion Corner (1998), did not violate digital
TV-related rules.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith sald it would propose the issue to its
board to consider on May 22.

After chaos at NMG’s annual general
meeting (AGM) on Wednesday, the Stock
Exchange of Thailand (SET) wrote aletter
to NMG asking it to clarify why it blocked a
group of shareholdersincluding News Net-
work from attending the meeting. NMG
has to respond by next Thursday.

The SET statement said the banning of
some shareholders and the voting obstruc-
tion could reflect that NMG had no good
corporate governance because voting is a
principal right of shareholders.

A public company has a duty to hold an
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AGM and each shareholder has an equal
right to attend and vote, so their rights
must not be infringed by others, it said.

News Network said it would file civil
and criminal lawsuits against NMG execu-
tives led by former chairman Suthichai
Yoon about its banning from the AGM.

As of Tuesday, News Networlk held a
12.21% stake in NMG, malking it the larg-
est shareholder, while Mr Suthichai had
a10% stake.

The dispute between News Network

and NMG executives flared up late last
vear, NMG accused Chai Bunnag, a former
shareholder of News Network, of being the
man behind the acquisition.

NMG has two digital TV channels,
Nation TV and Now 26, while News Net-
work runs the Spring News channel.

The Thai Investors Association (TIA)
has called on both sides to end their con-
flict as soon as possible to prevent the vio-
lation of shareholder rights.

Ithopesthe Thai capital marketwill not

have such a case again.

Executives of listed companies should
have good governance to resolve conflicts
publicly and equally, the TIA said.

Mr Suthichai yesterday spoke to NMG
staff about the group’s next move.

NMG shares closed yesterday on the
SET at 1.85 baht, down six satang, in trade
worth 15.6 million baht.

NEWS closed on the MAI at 40 satang,
down one satang, in trade worth 1.96 mil-
lion baht.
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NBTC board to
meet on Nation
Multimedia Group
acquisition case

THE NATION

THE BOARD of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommun-
ications Commission (NBTC) will
hold a meeting on May 22 to dis-
cuss the acquisition of Nation
Multimedia Group (NMG) shares
by News Network Corporation
(NEWS), formerly known as
Solution Corner (1998), NBTC
secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said yesterday.

He said the board decided to
look into the matter after its legal
subcommittee decided that doing
so was within the board’s purview
in a case affecting the broadcast-
ing industry.

The subcommittee cited Article
27 (17) of the 2010 Frequency
Allocation Act, which says the
NBTC board has the authority to
determine whether mergers or
acquisitions could result in dom-
ination of the broadcasting busi-
ness, to the detriment of people’s
freedom to access news and infor-
mation.

The legal subcommittee had
been asked tolook into the case by
NBTC broadcasting committee
member Supinya Klangnarong.
Earlier, she had asked the broad-
casting committee to send the
NMG case to the NBTC board for
consideration but the committee
declined to do so, as it had already
voted on the case and considered
it closed.

THE BOARD DECIDED TO
LOOK INTO THE MATTER
AFTER ITS LEGAL
SUBCOMMITTEE DECIDED
THAT DOING SO WAS
WITHIN THE BOARD’S
PURVIEW IN A CASE
AFFECTING THE
BROADCASTING INDUSTRY.
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The majority of the five-mem-
ber broadcasting committee on
March 30 approved a resolution it
made on March 23 that the rules
governingthe NBTCauction of dig-
ital-television licences should not
be enforced on NEWS's acquisition
of a 12.27-per-cent stake in NMG.

Under the rules in question, a
major shareholder was not
allowed to hold more than 10 per
cent of other companies in the
same licence category.

NEWS is a major shareholder
of Springnews Corp, which owns
100 per cent of digital-channel
licence holder Springnews
Television. NMG's subsidiary
Nation Broadcasting Corp owns
100 per cent of NBC Next Vision,
which also holds a digital TV
licence. It also runs Nation TV,
another digital station.

Meanwhile, the Stock
Exchange of Thailand (SET) yes-
terday put an "alert" sign on its
website requiring NMG to clarify
factand reason why the company’s
chairman of Wednesday’s share-
holders meeting did not allow
some shareholders to attend the
2015 Annual General Meeting.

The SET alsorequired NMG to
clarity information within seven
days and encouraged the share-
holders and investors to study
information regarding the matter.

After getting enquiries about
some NMG shareholders being
barred from attending the meet-
ing, the Securities and Exchange
Commission yesterday said it will
work closely with the SET to take
appropriate actions once there is
a clarification from NMG.
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PRESS FREEDOM

Army chief
threatens
media curbs

WASSANA NANUAM
PATSARA JIKKHAM

The government will not tolerate any media
content that violates the law and tries to
instigate unrest, Deputy Defence Minister
and army chief Udomdej Sitabutr says.

He was referring to satellite television
channel Peace TV which had its licence
revoked this week.

Gen Udomdej, who is also the secretary-
general of the National Council for Peace
and Order, called on media organisa-
tions to cooperate by presenting accurate
information.

Authorities will step in to take action
against any media outlets that break rules
and regulations, he said.

On Wednesday night, soldiers raided
Peace TV station and ordered the chan-
nel to stop broadcasting a rerun of an
interview given by former prime minis-
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ter Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, which it did
despite its licence having been rescinded.
The interview was broadcast live earlier
on Wednesday.

During the interview, Gen Chavalit
denied an accusation he might have been
involved in the Samui bombing. He also
suggested the constitution drafters draw up
a spare charter in the event the new one is
abolished by a future coup.

Gen Udomdej said yesterday the military
found nothing wrong with the interview,
adding that Gen Chavalitis still respected as
a former high-ranking military commander.

The National Broadcasting Television
Commission (NBTC) on Monday revoked
the licence of the red-shirt affiliated sta-
tion for broadcasting content which it
said “could stir up unrest” Previously, the
NBTC'’s committee suspended the station’s
licence for seven days from April 10 for run-
ning programmes that the commission said
could incite conflicts.

When the station came back on air, the
content continued to violate the agreement,
the NBTC said. According to the NBTC's
terms, content must not create confu-
sion, instigate unrest or deepen divisions
among people.

Thanawut Wichaidit, of Peace TV, yes-
terday went to Government House to hand
a letter to Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-
cha to appeal for justice. He called on the
premier to use his power to convince the
body to reconsider the licence revocation.
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US media panel slams
junta for bashing journos

THE NATION

THE New York-based Committee to
Protect Journalists (CPJ) issued a
statement yesterday calling for an
end to the harassment and censor-
ship of mass media in Thailand.

Themove cameasbanned station
Peace TV lodged an appeal for jus-
tice with PM General Prayut Chan-
o-cha yesterday.

Peace TV, ared-shirtsatellite sta-
tion, had its licence revoked by the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC)
this week.

“The banning of Peace TV is at
direct odds with the government’s
stated policy to work toward nation-
alreconciliation between competing
political groups,”said Shawn Crispin,
CPJ’s senior Southeast Asia repre-
sentative. “Reconciliation requires
thefreeflow ofinformation and opin-
ions among all political actors, arole
the media should be allowed to play
without fear or reprisal.”

The statement noted that no spe-
cific programme of Peace TV was
highlighted by the NBTC as being
objectionable.

The CPJ said under Prayut, the
NBTC had enforced broad censor-
ship directives, including bans on
news that could “create confusion,
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instigate unrest or deepen divisions.

“Prayut lifted martial law earlier
[in April], but his invocation of
Article 44 in the military’s interim
constitution includes similar media
censorship guidelines,” it noted.

In arelated development, a team
of Peace TV anchorpersons, led by
Thanawut Wichaidit, submitted a
letter of appeal at Government House
yesterday calling on Prayut to show
Jjustice. Thanawut said Peace TV had
been abiding by all the rules laid
down by the NBTC.

“We have to submit a letter to the
PM so he can talktothe NBTCto see
if the shutting down of Peace TV was
done justly or not or whether there
was anorder from someone. Shutting
down Peace TV not only affects the
100 or so staff, but their families and
relatives,” Thanawut said.

In a related development, ex-PM
General Chavalit Yongchaiyudh said
sending military officers to the sta-
tion on Wednesday night was inap-
propriate. The general was being
interviewed atthe station atthe time.

But Army commander-in-chief
General Udomdej Sitabutr, who is
alsosecretary of the National Council
for Peace and Order, said the move
was within the framework of the law,
inordertofind outifanylawhadbeen
breached.
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MCOT seeks public-service clients for digital broadcast network

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

MCOT is seeking new public-broad-
casting clients for its digital TV trans-
mission network so its business can
reach break-even pointwithin sixyears
as projected.

“We welcome discussions with dig-
ital TV stationsiftheyareunabletofind
the right provider for their service,”
MCOT director-general Sivaporn
Chomsuwan said yesterday.

The MCOT network currently
serves the standard-definition

Springnews TV and Voice TV and its
own MCOT Family channel. Sivaporn
said the network had enough capaci-
ty to take on three more SD broad-
casters. However, its high-definition
service is already at full capacity with
MCOT HD and Thairath TV.

Each of its clients that broadcast
their TV programmes in SD are
charged about Bt4.7 million a month,
while an HD client pays about Bt14
million a month. New public-broad-
casting clients would be charged the
same as private digital-TV operators.

However, Sivaporn added that any

new agreement would have to be
approved by the broadcasting com-
mittee of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

When the NBTC mapped out the
country’s transition from analog to ter-
restrial-based digital TV, it reserved
12 channels for public service.

The Army’s TV5 is transforming
into a public channel for national-
security purposes, while NBT (for-
merlyknownasChannel 11), run by the
Public Relations Department, has
become a public broadcaster for gov-

ernment communication.

Thai Public Broadcasting Service
now runs the Thai PBS channel.

The NBTCis settogrant nine more
licences for public-service broadcast-
ers, including the Thai Parliament TV
channel.

Sivaporn said MCOT had project-
ed that its Bt1.8-billion investment in
digital TV transmission infrastructure
could hit break-even point within six
years. This projection, however, was
based on both its HD and SD services
running at full capacity.

“To turn this plan into reality, we
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need three more clients after the com-
pletion oftransmission network’sroll-
out,” he said.

MCOT has selected Loxley to pro-
videequipmentforits digital TVtrans-
mission network. By June, Loxleyisto
install digital transmitters at 14 main
broadeasting stations and seven relay
sites. After that, the company will add
transmitters at the 25 remaining main
broadcasting towers nationwide by
September. The roll-out plan will be
complete with the remaining 38 relay
sitesupand runningby June nextyear,
Sivaporn said.
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