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Headline: True steadfast on 3G contract but keen to amend

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,220

Clip: Black/White

True steadfast on 3G contract but keen to amend

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

True Corporation insists it will not scrap
its existing third-generation (3G) network
contract with CAT Telecom, saying it
would be impossible.

“We're determined to amend the six
issues to comply with the order by the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) and not
scrap the existing contracts and draft
new ones to replace them,” said chief
executive Suphachai Chearavanont.

He said True is also willing to change
any other issues beyond the required
six ordered by the NBTC if that would
be of mutual benefit.

The board of CAT Telecom last Wed-
nesday agreed in principle to scrap the
existing 3G network contract with its
concessionaire True to avoid a possible
legal backlash.

The state telecom enterprise is drafting
an entirely new contract to replace the
existing one. Under the new draft, True
would become a mobile virtual network

operator for CAT Telecom.

Unlike the existing contract, the new
draft will require approval by the CAT
board before passing to the Information
and Communication Technology (ICT)
Ministry for consideration and finally
the cabinet.

Mr Suphachai stressed that the NBTC
ordered CAT and True to amend six
issues in the contracts, not change them
entirely.

“We need to talk with CAT as soon as
possible,” he said.

True took over Hutchison CAT Wire-
less Multimedia, a joint venture of Hong
Kong's Hutchison and CAT Telecom that
had operated for a decade.

“I don't understand why everyone
came out trying to suspend our 3G service
and asking us to wait for a 3G licensing
auction scheduled in October,” said Mr
Suphachai.

He said the company would not delay
its 3G network expansion and customer
acquisition as the ICT minister suggested.

“We'll continue our 3G business and
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investment plan as usual,” he said.

Mr Suphachai also said True could
face losses this year and next vear due
to the 3G investment project. The group
may also be unable to pay dividends
over the next two years.

He said True will definitely participate
in the 3G auction, hoping to acquire 15
megahertz of the international 2100-MHz
frequency.

CAT chief executive Kittisak Sriprasert
said the CAT board will meet again on
Aug 15 to consider the draft.
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CAT CLAIMS TRUEMOVE, DPC CUSTOMERS AS ‘LEGALLY ITS OWN’

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

CAT Telecom yesterday maintained
thatthe combined 18 million cellular
subseribers of TrueMove and Digital
Phone Co (DPC) “legally belong” to
the state agency, and that it needs to
keep possession of the companies’
1,800M Hz spectrum bands after the
concessions end in September 2013
inorderto continue providing a serv-
ice to these customers.

Theagencywill this month finalise
its plan for taking care of TrueMove
and DPC customers after the two
companies' concessions expire, said
CAT chief executive officer Kitisak
Sriprasert,

Theplan will then'be submitted for
consideration by the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.

Kitisak said he had yet to discuss
the matter with the NBTC, which has
already assigned a subcommittee to
work out a plan to handle the situa-
tion arising from the expiry of the
TrueMove and DPC concessions next
year,

Hemaintained thatunderthe con-
cession contracts, the combined 18
million customersbelongto CAT. The
state agency, therefore, needs to keep
the 1,800MHz spectrum bands it

granted to TrueMove and DPC, so that

itcan gerve these customers when the
concession periods end.

CAT plans to allow both cellular
operatorstocontinue providing serv-
ice to their customers on the mobile
virtual network operator (MYNO)
basis by using the 1,800MHz spec-
trom '

An MVNO/is a business that does
not possessitsown network and leas-

News ID: C-120801003033 (1 Aug 12/05:59)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

es spectrum bandwidth from anoth-
er entity — which in this case would be
CAT - in order to provide service.

Kitisakreferredto Article 83 of'the
Frequency Allocation Act, which
requiresthatthe NBTChastosetspe-
cific periods in which spectrum hold-
ers must return their spectra for real-
location by the NBTC.

However, he said, the NBTC
should also take into consideration
the desire by spectrum holders such
as CAT to maintain the spectra for
their own use. CAT wants to keep the
1,800MHz spectrum until the end of
its licence term in 2025. ‘

Ataseparateevent, True Corp chief
executive  officer  Suphachai
Chearavanont yesterday said he still
had noideawhere his company’s cus-
tomers would be transferred afterthe
concession ends,

Investors keep asking him this

question, but he is unable to enlight-
en them, he said.

Kitisak said hehad informally con-
sulted the government'slegal adviser,
the Council of State, as to whether
CAT could keep the concessioned
spectra after the concessions expire.

In arelated matter, CAT is expect-
ed to complete its talks this month
with True group on how to jointly
revise their 3G service partnership
contracts so as to bring them into
compliance with the Frequency
Allocation Act.

CAT has informed the NBTC that
it needs one more month to wrap up
the talks on the matter.

It will submit for its board’s con-
sideration on August 15 the options
for joint contract revision, namely,
whethertorevise onlysix pointsiden-
tified by the NBTC or to create new
contracts.
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State sets up
new cyber
security panel

Aimed at linking data,
warding off attacks

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

The government has set up a national
cyber security committee that will link
databases between key state authori-
ties to strengthen the country’s
mission-critical infrastructure and pre-
vent cyber attacks.

The committee will help
agencies collaborate on
security, defence and jus-
tice.

The government plans to
install a one billion baht
computer security technol-
ogy foundation to cope with
cyber warfare.

Surangkana Wayuparb,
director of the Electronic
Transactions Department
and also the secretary of
the committee, said the cre-
ation of the committee marked an
important step in the country’s com-
puter security preparations.

The committee will have at least
ten organisations divided into three
groups. The first consists of regulators
including the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
and the Bank of Thailand.

The second group comprises of law
enforcement agencies such as the Jus-
tice Ministry and the Royal Thai Police.

The third involves national security
authorities such as the Defence Min-
istry and the National Security Council.

Ms Surangkana said the committee
will share information, improve col-
laboration on technology between
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Surangkana: Improve
cooperation with ISPs

state agencies and implement policy.

“We are drafting a national security
framework that will improve collab-
oration among all telecom and
internet-related service providers to
increase the country’s technology
capability,” said Ms Surangkana.

Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) Minister Anudith
Nakornthap said the country’s internet
penetration is increasing rapidly
thanks to improved broadband infra-
structure.

“We aim to increase
internet penetration to 80%
of population by 2015,” said
Gp Capt Anudith.

He said Prime Minister
Yingluck Shinawatra is
seeking a budget of 1 billion
baht to build a national
cyber security system.

The ICT Ministry is work-
ingwith the NBTC on a sub-
sidy for internet service pro-
viders that will encourage
them to improve their
security systems without raising prices
for their consumers.

Mrs Surankana said the Electronic
Transactions Department found 100
serious computer security incidents
took place every day on average. Half
of these incidents were phishing prob-
lems.

About 20 out of every 1,000 com-
puters in the country were infected
by phishing this year.

The Anti-Phishing Working Group
said Thailand ranks second in the first
half of this year on the list of countries
whose servers hackers use to phish.

Australia, Singapore and Malaysia
already have authorities responsible
for monitoring national cyber security.
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