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4G TWEAK

New section for draft bill covering the NBTC
would give the regulator greater authority in

reallocating specfra. B3

Draft bill to allow ‘refarming’ of spectra

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The government plans to put a section
into the draft bill covering the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) that would give the
regulator greater authority in terms of spec-
trum reallocation.

The development is aimed at aiding
the NBTC in reclaiming unused spectrum
from state enterprises and reallocating — or
“refarming’, in industry parlance — spectra
for new mobile technologies.

The move is intended to create more
supply for wide bandwidth to provide 4G
mobile services, apart from the existing
900- and 1800-MHz spectra, said a source
who sits on the digital economy com-
mittee chaired by Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha.

“The new section will give the NBTC
more legal and practical authority to
manage the telecom industry’s spectrum
efficiently,” the source said.

The current Frequency Allocation Act
(FAA) provides the NBTC only with author-
ity to reclaim unused portions of frequen-
cies from spectrum holders stipulated
under the regulator’s master plan.

The government has agreed with the
digital economy panel’s resolution to set
aside other telecommunications spectra for
4G mobile phones apart from the existing
900- and 1800-MHz spectra.

Some portion of the 2300- and 2600-
MHz spectra may be options.

MCOT Plc and the Public Rela-
tions Department now hold 128 MHz
and 26 MHz, respectively, of the 2600-
MHz spectrum.

TOT Plc, meanwhile, holds 64 MHz of the
2300-MHz spectrum, which is now unused.

The NBTC bill is expected to pass the
National Legislative Assembly and take
effect by September, the source said.

Jesada Sivaraks, secretary to the NBTC
vice-chairman, acknowledged that the FAA
gives the NBTC authority only to arrange
spectra for public benefit and draft a master
plan for spectrum management.
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&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

The regulator has no legal authority to
refarm spectra to other agencies.

The current spectrum management
master plan, in place since 2013, stipulates
the NBTC has the authority to design the
roadmap for more efficient use of spectra
through along process of reclaiming spec-
trum for reallocation.

But the FAA has no specific clause related
to authority over spectrum reallocation.

Information and Communication Tech-
nology Minister Pornchai Rujiprapa sup-
ports the government’s idea of inserting a
section involving spectrum refarming into
the draft NBTC bill.

“The government must efficiently
manage the country’s existing frequencies
in order to serve a digital-driven economy
and accommodate exploding mobile data
traffic,” he said.

The ICT Ministry and TOT are study-
ing the possibility of bringing the unused
100-MHz portion of TOT’s 2300-MHz spec-
trum up for auction in order to increase the
amount of bandwidth.

In exchange for the spectrum'’s
return, TOT may be allowed to keep the
900-MHz spectrum that Advanced Info Ser-
vice has used to provide public telecom
service for 10 years.
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Telecom players for 4G auctions

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

NBTC

The national telecom regulator is deter-
mined to sell off 25 megahertz of band-
width on the 1800-MHz spectrum plus
17.5 MHz on the 900-MHz spectrum
this year after the government gave it the
green light to begin fourth-generation
(4G) spectrum auctions this August.

The watchdog also plans to allocate
the unused 50-MHz bandwidth on the
1800-MHz spectrum, now used by DTAC
under a concession with CAT Telecom,
which is due to expire in 2018.

The NBTC is on the verge of reclaim-
ing the unused 2300- and 2600-MHz
spectra from state agencies in order to
reallocate them for the 4G auctions.

ICT MINISTRY

The ICT Ministry fully supports the gov-
ernment’s policy on allocating other tel-
ecommunications spectra for 4G mobile
phones apart from the existing 900- and
1800-MHz spectra.

It has proposed acting as mediator for
the spectrum reallocation.

ICT Minister Pornchai Rujiprapa
wants TOT and CAT to end their bitter
decade-long disputes on network asset
transfers with concessionaires before the
4G auctions begin.

TOT
TOT wants to keep 17.5 MHz of band-
width on the 900-MHz spectrum after
its concession expires to provide its own
4G service in order to generate revenue.
It also has 100 MHz on the 2300-MHz
spectrum, most of it unused.
TOT now operates 3G service on the
2100-MHz spectrum under a licensing
regime without an auction.

CAT TELECOM

CAT supports the NBTC's initial planned
auctions of the 1800- and 900-MHz spec-
tra. The state enterprise is also studying
the possibility of participating in the
4G auctions.

It has 25 MHz of bandwidth on the
1800-MHz spectrum, previously used
by True Move and Digital Phone Co, the
concessions for which expired in 2013.

The state enterprise also has a further
50 MHz on the 1800-MHz spectrum, now
used by DTAC to provide 2G service. That
concession is due to expire in 2018.

In addition, CAT holds 15 MHz on the
850-MHz spectrum to provide 3G service
together with True Move subsidiary Real
Move under a 15-year wholesale-resale
agreement since 2011.

CAT also awarded an additional 10
MHz on the 850-MHz spectrum to DTAC
to provide 3G service.

News ID: C-150401001079 (1 Apr 15/06:23)

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

AlS

AIS fully supports holding the auctions
of 1800- and 900-MHz spectra as soon
as possible.

It provides 2G mobile service on 17.5
MHz bandwidth of the 900-MHz spec-
trum under a concession with TOT,
which is due to expire in September.

DTAC

DTAC fully backs the NBTC's planned
auctions for the 1800- and 900-
MHz spectra.

It has proposed returning its unused
25 MHz on the 1800-MHz spectrum to
the NBTC for the 4G auctions.

The company provides 3G service on
15 MHz of bandwidth on the 2100-MHz
spectrum under a licence with the NBTC.

DTAC has a total of 50 MHz on the
1800-MHz spectrum under a concession
with CAT, which is due to expire in 2018.

The company has another 10 MHz of
bandwidth on the 850-MHz spectrum
under its contract with CAT.

TRUE MOVE
True Move has thrown its full support
behind the government’s initiative to
bring the 2300- and 2600-MHz spectra
into the 4G auctions.

It prefers to bid for the 1800-MHz spec-
trum rather than the 900-MHz spectrum.
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