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"TELECOM PANEL

NBTC REJECTS MCOT'S
BID FOR IPTV PERMIT

Says bid for Internet Protocol T\/
was not submitted properly ~ ~

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

' he National Broadecasting
I and Telecommunications
Commission’s telecom com-
mittee has rejected a request from
MCOT for a permit to launch an
Internet Protocol TV (IPTV) serv-
ice via the 2.6GHz spectrum -
because it was not submitted
according to the correct proce-
dure.

Committee chairman Setta-
pongMalisuwan said the commit-
tee would tell MCOT to file anoth-
er application for the licence.

According to the procedure,

" MCOT has to provide full details
of its IPTV business to the tele-
com committee as well as provide
details on how the 2.6GHz spec-
trum will be utilised and its own-
ership to the NBTC broadcasting
committee.

The NBTC's master plan forfre-

According to the
procedure, MCOT has
to provide full details
of its IPTV business to -
the telecom

committee as well as

provide details on how
the 2.6GHz spectrum
will be utilised.

quency management requires all
state agencies to return their radio
spectra to the NBTC within five
years, TV spectra within 10 years
and telecom spectra in 15 years.
This only app}ies to spectra not
linked to contracts or concessions.
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The NBTC can also negotiate
with them and reclaim unused
spectra ahead of the period speci-
fied. Spectra granted by state
agencies to private concessionaires
will be returned to the NBTC once
concessions expire.

Settapong added that once
MCOT finishes these two process-
es, it could file a request for an
IPTV permit with the telecom
committee. However, he said, as
per NBTC's spectrum manage-
ment master plan, the 2.6GHz
spectrum is meant for providing
telecom services, not broadcast-
ing services.

He sid the NBTC also planned
to reallocate this 2.6GHz spec-
trum, including the 2.3GHz,
900MHz and 1,800MHz spectra
via an auction soon after it finish-
es auctioning the 2.1GHz spec-
trum in October.

In the past, MCOT granted
some pay-TV operators right to
use 2.6GHz spectrum to broad-
cast programmes using the
Multichannel Multipoint
Distribution Service (MMDS)
telecom technology.
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TRUE, CABLE
THAI PICK UP
SPECTRUM
AUCTION INFO.

TUSANEE MONGKoLPORN
THE NATION

True Corp and Cable Thai Holding are
the latest companies picking up the
information memorandum, which
containstheterms and conditions for
the 2.1GHz spectrum auction on
October 16, bringingthe total to seven
companies.

Toclearuptheissue ofwhetherthe
watchdog or the bid winners would
paythevalue-added tax, the National
Broadeasting and
Telecommunications Commission
has sent a letter to ask the Finance
Ministry, Pitjapol Jantanasaro,
deputy secretary-general of the
NBTC, said last week. The auction
proceeds will be transferred to state
coffers.

Truehadits subsidiary Real Future
pick up the IM late last week. CEO
Suphachai Chearavanonthassaid the
company is eager to submit a quote

so that it could provide 3G cellular

service.

“Financing [for the bid] is not an
issue as we've already secured the
funding,” he added.

News ID: C-120910003015 (10 Sep 12/05:52)
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INTERESTED IN IPS

CTH chairman Wichai Thongtang
said CTH picked up the IM to study
ifthe 3G service could support its plan

to launch an Internet provider serv-

iceinlocal areas, but it needsto study
first if it should enter the 3G cellular
business, which requires extensive
know-how in telecom technology. If
it decides to enter the contest, it will
haye to find a strong partner instead
of going alone.

CTH was formed by local eable |
companies to buy imported content.

ona cost—shanngbwals andtoprovide
selected packages to its members.

The first five companies were
Advanced Info Service, its two sub-
sidiaries Advanced Wireless Network
and Advanced Mobile Broadband,
and Total Access Communication’s
subsidiaries DTAC Internet Network
and DTAC Broadband.

The NBTC has set aside 45MHzof

the 2.1GHz spectrumand dividedthe

band into nine slots of 5MHz each,

with the reserve price set at Bt4.5 bil- .

lion each. A company can bid for up
to three slots.

As the auction draw nears, some
parties are rumoured to be mulling
lodging a complaint to the National
Anti-Corruption Commission
against the plan on grounds that the
terms and conditions appear to open
the way for AIS, DTAC and True to
conspireto grab one slot each. In that
case, the bids would at best be only a
little higher than the reserve price.
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