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Satellite box
sales slated
to double

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Satellite TV network providers hope their
set-top box sales will double to 8 million
boxes this year after receiving good feed-
back at the Satellite Expo in Bangkok late
last month.

The two-day expo, which ended on
Jan 31, attracted many visitors as 50,000
digital TV set-top box owners brought their
devices to exchange them for satellite TV
set-top boxes. Satellite TV network com-
panies joined hands to offer this exchange.

Somporn Teerarochanapong, chief exec-
utive of PSI Holdings, said the satellite TV
market improved mightily during the expo.

Some 8 million satellite set-top boxes
are expected to be sold this year, doubling
last year’s total, which was a 35% dip due

to the introduction of digital TV and the
economic downturn.

“Satellite and digital TV set-top boxes
are priced similarly at 600-700 baht, but
satellite boxes are better, offering higher
signal quality and more channels,” Mr Som-
porn said.

He said satellite TV could be accessed
via dish or set-top box. The satellite dish
sector has already reached the satura-
tion point and is likely to contract by 20%
this year.

The set-top box market’s bullish pro-
jections are thanks in part to the policy
on encrypted channels of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications

Commission (NBTC), which encourages
those owning old set-top boxes to replace
them with new models, Mr Somporn said.

Another factor is high-definition (HD)
set-top boxes, as many viewers who prefer
clearer pictures and better sound will opt
to install these.

This should cause intense competition
among satellite TV network providers,
which are already aggressively launching
HD boxes including TrueVisions, LeoTech
Co and InfoSat Co.

HD boxes now cost 1,200 to 1,600
baht apiece.

Mr Somporn said Charoen Cable TV

Co would buy all 50,000 digital TV set-top
boxes under the exchange campaign and
convert them to cable TV boxes due to the
similar technical specifications of DVB-T2
(digital TV) and DVB-C (cable TV).

Many cable TV operators now pro-
vide HD channels in order to meet rising
demand from TV audiences.

In a related development, the NBTC's
broadcasting committee is reconsidering
regulations for channel numbering after
receiving a lot of opposition from satellite
and cable TV network providers.

The regulator floated the idea of regular
TV operators complying with this chan-
nel numbering regulation, while those still
operating under concessions could delay
the move until they are ready.

Gonsumers visit the Satellite Expo in Bangkok late last month to find good offers on satellite TV set-top boxes or exchange their digital
boxes for new satellite models. PATTARAPONG CHATPATTARASILL
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TrueVisions may
be exempt from
cable channel
numbers rule

‘PROTECTION FOR OLD
OPERATOR UNDER
CONCESSION REGIME’

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

TRUEVISIONS, the country’s lead-
ing subscription-based TV broad-
caster, might be exempt from a new
rulethat aims to rearrange the num-
bering of digital channels on cable
and satellite platforms.

After a board meeting yesterday,
Supinya Klangnarong, a member of
the broadcasting committee of the
National  Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission,
revealed that the panel had received
this recommendation from the
NBTC office.

She said the NBTC'’s administra-
tion suggested that TrueVisions be
considered an old operator underan
old concession contract. Under
existing law, it said broadcasters
under the concession regime would
be protected.

However, the five members ofthe
broadcasting panel had not yet
reached a conclusion on this issue,
she added.

Major cable and satellite TV oper-
ators including TrueVisions have
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expressed strong opposition to the
channel-numbering proposal. If it
were enacted, they would have to
reserve their first 36 channels for
terrestrial-based digital TV.
Channels 1-12 would be for pub-
lic-service programmes; channels

- 13-15 for children’s and family pro-

grammes; channels 16-22 for news;
channels 23-29 for variety pro-
gramming in standard definition;
and channels 30-36 for variety in
high definition.

Own preferences

Currently, cable and satellite TV
operators can assign the first 10
channels based on their own prefer-
ences, followed by the 36 digital
channels.

“We acknowledge that it seems to
be difficult to apply a new rule that
aims to create a single standard for
digital terrestrial and cable/satellite
TV platforms,” Supinya said.

In an attempt to persuade broad-
casters to back the scheme, she said
the broadcasting panel was studying
the possibility of relaxing related
rules such as the one governing TV
channel grouping on cable/satellite
TV platforms.

Supinya said the committee
might allow operators to select their
own channels if they agreed to set
channels 1-36 for digital.
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