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Football fans, are you
receiving me?
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YES, THANKS T0
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Headline: Football fans, are you receiving me? YES, THANKS TO A 40 BAHT BUNNY RABBIT...

Millions of football fans were left in the
lurch after cable TV operator TrueVisions
blocked the big Euro 2012 kick-off to sub-
scribers.

But some clever viewers got around the
problem by using 40 baht bunny rabbit
antennas to watch the opening matches on
free channels.

About two million TrueVisions subscrib-
ers saw Euro 2012 broadcasts from channels
3,5 and 9 cancelled on Friday. The matches
could be seen on terrestrial television but
TrueVisions blocked those stations’ broad-
casts through its cable and satellite platforms.
Subscribers were left looking at a blue screen
with an apology for the ban.

TrueVisions is in negotiations with GMM
Grammy, holder of the broadcast rights, to
allow its subscribers to watch the football
matches on the three free channels and it
expects to conclude the matter by tomorrow
or Tuesday.

TrueVisions said in a statement yesterday
that it has been disappointed with the restric-
tion of the rights to rebroadcast Euro 2012
football matches from free-to-air channels.

Itsaid TrueVisions, as holder of the English
Premier League rights, never restricted the
rights to broadcast those matches on free
channels.

TrueVisions said it did not enter into
talks with GMM Grammy because it believed
that its subscribers could watch free reb-
roadcasts of the Eu 12 matches through
its cable network.

TrueVisions also called on the government
and the National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission to clarify the
issue and set standards for free television
to broadcast programmes for subscribers
of cable and satellite television and to ensure
holders of broadcast rights do not restrict
the rights to rebroadcast from free channels.

TrueVisions subscriber Nat, 32, said he
was disappointed with the company’s man-
agement of the issue, saying that TrueVisions
should have told the facts to its customers in
advance so that they could seek an alternative.

“If True had informed me about this
matter, I would have forgiven them. But
the company has not done anything to
solve the problem until now,” he said.

“I don’t know whether I will be able to
watch the matches on time.”

Some subscribers got round the problem
by unplugging their TrueVisions connections
and using rabbit antennas to pick up the
football on the free channels.

Nat has antennas on the roof of his house
but finds it hard to adjust them.

Tong, 50, an office worker, said True-

ions should take responsibility for cus-
tomers unable to watch the football.
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LOSERS

True-ly blacked out

Forget the constitution. Forget the flood
threat. . . and forget Euro 2012 matches.
The TrueVisions-GMM Grammy
negotiations were more exciting thana
penalty shootout in a final. On Friday
night, the nation needed to know whether
TrueVisions screens would be football-
free or have free football. The problem
was that GMM Grammy bought the rights
to broadcast the tournament, and
decided to sell set-top boxes to people
who don’t have TV aerials on their
rooftops. Those who do have an aerial
can watch on Thai TV Pool stations,
because GMM Grammy gave them re-
broadcast rights. But two million
customers of TrueVisions satellite service
were not covered. The National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission ordered True not to black
out the games, and the Consumer Rights
Network Foundation wants to sue —
but TrueVisions and GMM Grammy
would not back down about broadcast
rights, and blacked out the matches for
satellite customers. Maybe, repeat maybe
games will make it to TrueVisions
tomorrow night or so.
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