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OPTIONS FOR 2.1GHZ SPECTRUM PRICE

SIRIVISHTOOMAUM
THENATION

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission’s telecom committee
will be asked to consider two options for the
reserve price for the 2.1-gigahertz spectrum -
Bt4.5 billion, or Bt5.2 hillion per spectrum slot
of 5-megahertz bandwidth.

Theworking team ofthe NBTCtelecom com-
mittee will propose the price options for the
committee’s consideration in its meeting next
week.

The proposal is part of the working team’s
conclusion after receiving all opinions at last
month’s public hearing on the NBTC’s 2.1GHz
spectrum licensing terms and conditions.

Aspartofthe proposal, the maximum 2.1GHz
spectrum bandwidth each ofthe contenders will
be allowed to bid for in the auction would be
changedto 15MHz, instead ofthe 20MHzin the
existing licensing draft,

The reserve price of each of the spectrum
slots should be either maintained at Bt4.5 bil-
lion per slot of 5SMHz bandwidth as in the exist-
ing draft orraised to Bt5.2 billion. The Bt5.2 bil-
lion price is equal to 80 per cent of the market
price of 5sMHz bandwidth of the 2.1GHz spec-
trum, which wasinitially valued at about Bt6.4.4
billion.

Underthe existing licensing draft, the NBTC
will call the auction of nine slots of the 2.1GHz
spectrum, each containing 5MHz bandwidth
and with a reserve price of Bt4.5 blll'ion perslot.
The bidders can bid for a rna.:umum of 20MHz

bandwidth. il

News ID: C-120810003066 (10 Aug 12/06:25)
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Many parties have complained that the
20MHz maximum would pave the way for only
cash-rich bidderstowin huge amounts ofband-
width at the expense of smaller bidders.

NBTC vice chairman Settapong Malisuwan
said yesterday that the watchdog’s plan to auc-
tion the 2.1GHz spectrum in mid-October was
“on track”. e made the remark at a seminar on
thefuturein Thailand of third-generation wire-
lessbroadband, co-hosted by the NBTCand the
Senate’s science, technology and communica-
tions committee.

The telecom committee will submit the final
licensing draft for the NBTC board’s approval
on August 22. The final draft is expected to be
published in the Royal Gazette at the end of'this
month. Then the watchdog will call the spectrum
biddingin mid-October and award the spectrum
to the winners in November.

If things go as planned, the bid winners are
expected tolaunch the 3G service in major cities
in May or April next year.

When asked whether the telecom commit-
tee had to hold the hearing again on the licens-
ing draft if it decides to change the spectrum
reserve price, Settapong said the price change
could be deemed a significant issue. If need be,
the watchdog could hold a quick hearing on any
specific issue.

Chaiyan Puengkiatpairoj, the Information
and Communications Technology Ministry’s
deputy permanent secretary, said at the semi-
nar that the NBTC should not focus only on 3G
but also on improving the quality of the existing
second-generation conventional cellular
service.
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