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WANNEE: Confident of new rating system.

MAAT going ahead with new TV ratings system

BBTV NOT ON LIST FOR MULTI-CHANNEL METER CHALLENGING NIELSEN

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE MEDIA Agency Association
of Thailand (MAAT) will continue
to set up a national provider of
multi-platform television-audi-
ence ratings although market
leader Channel 7 appears intent on
sticking with the incumbent
Nielsen (Thailand).

The deadlinefor applications for
MAAT’s new multi-platform audi-
ence-ratings system was last week,
and Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television (BBTV), the operator of
Channel 7, was not on the list of
would-be subscribers collected by
the association’s Media Research
Bureau (MRB).

“With great support from
the majority of TV broadcasters
and leading media agencies,
we have strong confidence in
building a new system of TV
ratings and multi-platform
audience measurement which will
lift up our industry’s standard,”
MAAT chairwoman Wannee
Ruttanaphon said.

She said 22 analog and digital
free-TV operators, 47 satellite and
cable TV operators, and 25 media
agencies had confirmed theirinten-
tion to become subscribers to the
new rating system.

The free-TV operators that
applied were Channel 3, 3SD, 3
Family, Workpoint TV, Channel 8,
Mono 29, One, GMM 25, MCOT

HD, MCOT Family, Springnews
TV, Nation TV, Now 26, Voice TV,
New TV, TV5, Thairath TV, PPTV,
True4U, TNN 24, Amarin TV and
Bright TV.

New audience measuring system

“We acknowledge that those
free-TV operators are very im-
portant in terms of financial sup-
port for this new ratings system
because most advertising spending
is via those TV channels,” Wannee
said.

Of an estimated Bt1.5-billion in
investment over the next six years
for the establishment and manage-
ment of the new audience-meas-
urement system, more than half

will be contributed by the free-TV
channels.

It is believed that each free-
channel operator will have to pay
between Bt9 million and Bt10 mil-
lion ayearin subscription feesto the
MRB.

Wannee said the fee might be
reduced if the MRB obtains more
subscribers. The MAAT is in talks
with Thaicom and Google in this
regard.

“We will also discuss with Takorn
Tantasith, secretary-general of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission,
the possibility of financial sup-
port in this ongoing process,
which is considered a key part of
broadcasting development,” she
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said.
“If the NBTC grants at least
Bt400 million for this project,

the subscription fees for TV broad-
casters could be reduced by 20 per
cent.”

The MAAT’s new ratings system
appearstobe achallenge to Nielsen,
which has monopolised the Thai
audience-measuring market for
over two decades.

The association teamed up with
anumber of TV broadcasters to set
up the MRB to select a new system.
Nielsen opted to stay out of the
selection process, which began in
March,and then became very active
in engaging with the media indus-
try.

Though UK-based Kantar
Media was reportedly named as
the winner of the contract for the
new system, the official appoint-
ment has been delayed till late
August from the first week of this
month.
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Headline: TOT urged to conduct analysis on changes to AIS concessions
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TOT urged to conduct analysis on changes to AlS concessions

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE Information and Communications
Technology Ministry has urged TOT to do a
business plan, plusan analysis of prosand cons
of its previous deals to concessions with
Advanced Info Service (AIS) for the ministry
to consider this month.

After studying the plan, it will be forward-
ed for Cabinet consideration next month, ICT
Minister Pornchai Rujiprapa said.

Theministrywants TOT tocompletethese
tasks before AIS’ concession expires on
September 30. TOT amended the service
provider’s concessionin May 2001, underfor-
mer PM Thaksin Shinawatra’s government,
under which the concession fee for AIS pre-
paid service was lowered from 25-35 per cent
to 20 per cent until the end of the concession.

Thisis one ofthecases cited by the Supreme
Courtinits 2010 ruling finding Thaksin guilty
of abuse of power. AIS is the flagship of
InTouch Holdings, formerly known as Shin
Corp. Shin Corp was founded by the
Shinawatra family.

Pornchai has also instructed TOT to com-
pletely securebusiness partnership deals with
potential partnersin the next few months. He
recommended that the state agency sign
memorandums of understanding on part-
nership deals with potential partners before
making them official.

He said TOT had made little progress in
securing partnerships, despite the 900MHz
concession nearing expiration. The longer it
takes to secure the partnership deals, the big-
ger loss of business opportunity, he warned.

TOT s board recently approved the setting
up ofaworking group tonegotiate with all five
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¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

prospective partners over synergy with its six
core business units. They are AIS, True Corp,
Loxley, Samart Corp and Mobile LTE.

Inrelated news, the ministryand National
Broadecasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) will discuss plans to
reclaim spectra from state telecom enterpris-
es this week.

They are also expected to discuss TOT’s
desire to keep 10MHz of its total 20MHz
bandwidth from the 900MHz spectrum, and
allocate the remaining 10MHz to the NBTC
for inclusion in its auction. The ministry
believes that TOT should be able to keep the
spectrum after its concession expires soit can
continue providing public service.

The NBTC will in November call for a bid
on two licences for 900MHz and two for
1800MHz. If TOT can keep 10MHz from the
900MHz spectrum, then the NBTC will only

have 10MHzin the spectrum left to put on the
block. Originally it planned to auction two
900MHzlicences, each with 10MHz ofband-
width. If the NBTC can auction only one
much-needed 900MHz licence, then the
competition among bidders would be fierce,
asthislow-band spectrumis good for network
expansion in the provinces. The NBTC will
hold a public hearing on 900MHz auction
rules tomorrow, when TOT employees are
expected to defend the agency’s right to the
spectrum.

TOT has generally been percieved as
incompetent. It was the first operator in
Thailand to launch a 3G wireless broadband
service on 2.1GHz spectrum in 2009, but it
was not until late 2010 that NBTC auctioned
2.1GHz licences off to private operators. TOT
and its five partners have only 600,000 3G
subscribers, of which 250,000 are with TOT.
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