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NBTC sets 900-MHz auction for Dec 15

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The auction of two licences on the
900-megahertz spectrum will take place
on Dec 15 as originally planned, says the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC).

After months of uncertainty, the resolu-
tion came after the NBTC’s telecom com-
mittee yesterday finally approved the date
for the auctions, said Col Settapong Malisu-
wan, vice-chairman of the NBTC.

The resolution, which came after public
hearings, will be submitted to the NBTC
board next week for endorsement.

The NBTC plans to auction two licences

to provide fourth-generation (4G) wire-
less broadband services on the 900-
MHz spectrum, each containing 10 MHz
of bandwidth.

“We decided to sell the 900-MHz
licences on Dec 15 in line with the original
plan, which the cabinet had approved in
March,” said Col Settapong.

Earlier, the NBTC planned to auction
the 900-MHz spectrum either on Nov 11,
the same day as the 1800-MHz auction, or
on Nov 10 or 12.

The regulator reasoned that auctioning
both frequencies on the same day would
help reduce licensing processes and speed
up the rollout of 4G networks.

News ID: C-150911001087 (11 Sep 15/05:27)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

In addition, it could ease the period
of negative sentiment on stock prices of
those bidding companies who failed to win
a 4G licence.

“We don’twant to face any possible legal
backlash if we hold the 900-MHz auction
together with the 1800-MHz spectrum,” Col
Settapong said.

However, if the NBTC's office still wants
to hold the 900-MHz auction on Nov 11, it
might ask the cabinet to reconsider.

But this would mean a tight time sched-
ule to hold the auctions on time, he added.

Col Settapong said the telecom commit-
tee also approved to increase the reserve
price for a 900-MHz licence to 12.9 billion

baht or 80% of the estimated real spec-
trum value.

The increase followed heavy criticism
from academics and consumer protection
groups who said the previous reserve price
of 11.26 billion baht was too low.

However, winners of the 900-MHz
licences will also have to roll out their 4G
networks to cover half of the population
within four years, increasing to 80% within
eight years.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said Deputy Prime Minister Prajin Jun-
tong would meet the NBTC's chairman on
Monday to discuss the development plan
for ICT infrastructure.
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Starting bid for 900MHz licence auction raised

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE TELECOM committee of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
yesterday approved the final auc-
tion rules for two 900-megahertz
licences, which raised the starting
bid to Bt12.86 billion each from
Bt11.26 billion.

This reflects the increase of the
initial bid to 80 per cent of full
spectrum value from the original-
ly planned 70 per cent.

The auction rules will be sub-
mitted to the NBTC for consider-
ation next Wednesday.

The NBTC will also be asked at
its meeting to finalise the date for
the 900MHz auction, said Takorn
Tantasith, secretary-general of the
commission.

The auction has already been
setfor December 15 but some com-
mittee members believe it should
take place on November 11 or 12.
The NBTC will auction two
1,800MHz licences on November
11.
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Takorn said the date for the
900MHz licence auction should
be scheduled after the meeting on
Monday between Deputy Prime
Minister Prajin Juntong, who isin
charge of policy on information
and communications technology,
and the NBTC to discuss the allo-
cation of spectra as well as man-
agement.

Accordingtothe approved rules
for the 900MHz auction, the bid
winners will have to cover 50 per
cent of the population with their
network in four years and 80 per

cent in eight years.

The draft rules had only
required them to cover 40 per cent
in four years.

The winners have to pay their
up-frontlicence feein three annu-
al instalments of 50 per cent of the
fullamount in the firstyear and 25
per cent in both the second and
third years.

If the total up-front fee exceeds
100 per cent of the full 900MHz
spectrum value of Bt16.08 billion,
they will pay the excess in the
fourth year.
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Wﬁ “NET 2015” showcases innovations

l\!aET)Q, and technology for the digital era

The national expo for communications technology “NBTC
Expo Thailand 2015” or NET 2015 was organized over four days
by the Office of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) during August 6-9 at the at Queen Sirikit
National Convention Centre. Organized to promote greater awareness
and understanding of communications technologies and the digital
economy, NET 2015 was attended by more than 20,000 people.

“NBTC organizes the annual NBTC Expo to showcase the
potential of communications technologies and the important role
they play in creating opportunities and driving socio-economic
development in the country,” said ACM Thares Punsri, Chairman
of NBTC.

The highlight of the opening day of the event was a special
talk by M.R. Pridiyathorn Devakula, former Deputy Prime Min-
ister, on the topic “Digital Economy and National Development”.
He revealed that the government is currently considering revising
the entire system of spectrum allocation by requesting private-
sector cooperation to return certain frequencies to the government.
These frequencies would be managed by NBTC in order to
facilitate greater national security. He added that the govern-
ment has established a special committee on digital economy and
society, headed by the Prime Minister, which will issue another six
laws to facilitate continued development of the digital economy in

Thailand.
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The four-day expo featured a full schedule of educational
seminars and events for both telecommunications and broadcasting
in Thailand and included “Digital Technology — Global
Outreach”, “Traditional TV vs. Alternative Screen: Challenges and
Opportunities”, “Telecommunication Enables Digital Disruption a
New Wave Challenging All Industries” and “Delivery Technologies
and Business Models for Mobile Television Service”. The vari-
ous categories of seminars, which were heavily attended by Thai
participants, helped pass on knowledge and information to Thai
entrepreneurs who would then be able to apply the knowledge in
their businesses to help fully promote the digital economy in the
country.

Apart from promoting greater understanding of broadcasting,
television and telecommunications activities, another important
role of NBTC is “consumer protection”, which is a core mission
of all state agencies.

Mr. Takorn Tantasith, Secretary-General of NBTC, emphasized
that in order to support access to the digital economy and to protect
the public, NBTC will take responsibility for three main areas,
which are 1. to provide public access to communications for all
people; 2. to ensure lower service fees; and 3. to ensure safe usage
of telecommunications, broadcasting and television services.

Col. Dr. Natee Sukonrat, of NBTC, discussed the ongoing
transition of Thai television from an analogue-based system to a

Digital Park
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digital system by the year 2018. Once the digital television system
is fully implemented, viewers will benefit from more television
stations and a greater choice of high-quality programs.

The expo also showcased the extensive variety of innovations
and communications technologies currently available in Thailand.
Top exhibitors included AIS, True, DTAC, 3BB, TOT, Ericsson,
Huawei, Thai TV Channel 3, Channel 7, Thai PBS and MONO?29
TV station, altogether numbering more than 20 booths. More booths
displaying the latest innovations attracted a great deal of interest.
Smart Home, for instance, offered a glimpse of the future home using
the Internet of Things to link up electrical home appliances so that
they can communicate with each other, such as the use of mobile
phones to control and switch on and off lights and air conditioners
in the home, and check the contents of the refrigerator to determine
what can be made for dinner. This type of technology will take off
once 4G broadband networks are fully operational nationwide.

Considerable interest was shown for digital terrestrial televi-
sion set-top boxes by visitors to the expo, especially those looking
for high-quality set-top boxes at knock-down promotional prices.
NET 2015 is the only expo offering knowledge for free along with
high-quality products at the lowest prices available.

The expo is the outcome of the commitment of NBTC staff to
create integrated communications applications, enabling members of
the public to access news and information thoroughly and equitably.
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