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PANEL SET ON AWARDING
OF SPECTRUM LICENCES

The broadcasting and telecomregu-
latory body, National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), on Monday appointed a work-
ing panel to draw up regulations and
methods of awarding licences to use the
spectrumband on the range of
885MHz-895MHz/903-940MHz and
the band on therange of 1740MHz-
1785MHz/1835MHz-1880MHz.

Theregulator’s secretary general
Takorn Tantasith, who also heads this
panel, said the panel was instructed to
finish the task this month.

The final draft will be proposed to
NBTC work screening subcommittee in
November and put in the public hearing
from December 23-31.

He added that the licence-awarding
shouldbe finished in June 2018, as the
concessions on both spectrum bands
will expire in September 2018.
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Headline: One-stop portal for startup aid under development

TECHNOLOGY

One-stop portal for startup aid under development

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

The cabinet yesterday approved 4 billion
baht from the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
budget to develop a “doing business”
portal, envisioned as a one-stop solution
for helping startups.

According to Kobsak Phutrakul, assistant
minister to the Prime Minister’s Office, the
portal is a business licensing platform that
will deliver a more user-friendly and effi-
cient licensing experience.

The portal will simplify the application
and payment process for licence-related
fees and let businesses apply for multi-
ple licences atonce. Other features include
the updating, renewal and termination
of licences.

The portal will offer services at https://
biz.govchannel.go.th. The first phase is
to include 21 types of licences in 2018,
expanding to cover 50 services in the
second phase in 2019 and 300 in 2020.

The Electronic Government Agency
(public organization) will be assigned as
the core agency developing the portal. The
agency will shift from the Digital Economy
and Society Ministry to be supervised by
the Prime Minister’s Office.

The platform is also required to link
to the Prime Minister Operation Center
(PMOC).

Once the government installs the
portal, Mr Kobsak expects a better rank-
ing for Thailand in the World Bank's
Ease of Doing Business Index.

The government has touted pro-
gress on that front, from new business
registration processes to amended
bankruptcy regulations.

Tossaporn Sirisamphan, secretary-gen-
eral of the Office of the Public Sector Devel-
opment Commission, said earlier that
the office expected Thailand’s ranking in
the index to rise at least seven spots (to
39th) this year.

Thailand’s ranking in the index, which
surveyed 190 countries, climbed to 46th
last year from 49th in 2015. Thailand ranked
ninth in Asia, trailing Singapore and Malay-
sia in Asean.

The World Bank officials had collected
information and updated Thailand’s level
of progress in May, with the report sched-
uled to be announced this month.

According to Mr Tossaporn, the World
Bank unofficially reported that Thai-
land has made good progress in four key
areas: starting businesses, registering
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assets, the system for taking care of minor
shareholders and better practices in han-
dling bankruptcies.

But the global lender suggested
improvements could be made to integrate
the portals developed by various ministries
to help startups, as applicants still faced
unnecessary red tape.

The World Bank also said Thailand
should develop a one-stop portal to facili-
tate business startups in the same vein as
Singapore’s LicenceOne — a business-
licensing portal aimed at delivering a more
user-friendly and efficient licensing experi-
ence to businesses.
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