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NBTC pressed on spectrum auction

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE SOONER the next auction of
licences for telecommunications
bandwidth takes place the better, to
catertofast-risingdemand forwire-
less data service, said Sigve Brekke,
executive vice president and head of
Telenor group’s operations in Asia.
Brekke, who also serves as inter-

im chief executive office of Total .

Access Communication (DTAC),
saidthetelecomindustry wasin need
of more spectrum bandwidth, asthe
datatake-upin Thailandisveryhigh.

Last week Information and
Communications Technology
Minister Pornchai Rujiprapasaidhe
" was confident that the auction of

fourth-generation spectrum
licences would take place by August.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
hadintgnded toopen bidding forthe
1,800-megahertz bandwidths of
both TrueMove and Digital Phone
Co in the middle of last year, but in
July the junta ordered the NBTC to
suspend theauction forayear, pend-
ing thorough “clarification” of the
auction plan. The 1,800MHz spec-
trum can be used for 4G wireless
broadband.

The NBTC has asked the mili-
tary’s ruling National Council for
Peace and Order if it can begin
preparing fortheauction buthasyet
to receive any signal from the junta
on the matter.

True Corporation and DTAC are
currentlythe only two telecomoper-
ators here offering 4G service, using
the 2.1-gigahertz spectrum.

In a related matter, the NBTC
telecom committee on Monday
approved extending the planned
900MHzspectrum auction, when it
takes place, to sell off 20MHz of
bandwidth instead of only 17.5MHz
aspreviously planned. Thisis part of
the committee’s revision of the tele-
com spectrum master plan.

Currently Advanced Info Service
uses this portion of the 900MHz
spectrum to provide cellular service
under a TOT concession, which will
expire in September. The NBTC
aims to reclaim this spectrum for
auction.
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PROGRAMMING
IN THE MOUNTAINS

The Mae Hong Son IT Valley project is providing opportunities to
rural communities to succeed in a rapidly changing workplace

STORY: SASIWIMON BOONRUANG

he Mae Hong Son IT Valley project

is a collaboration between public

agencies, private companies and

local communities to broaden job

diversity and improve opportunities
for young people in the remote mountainous
province.

Ever since 2005, the National Electronics
and Computer Technology Centre (Nectec)
has worked with various universities to provide
training courses on computer programming to
teachers from 12 schools in Mae Hong Son. The
course takes four months during which train-
ers travel to the nearby province of Chiang Mai
every weekend to receive training and then pass
on their skills to high school students back in
Mae Hong Son. After a decade, there are many
students who are now quite proficient in com-
puter programming.

Apart from enabling local students to become
computer literate, the ultimate goal of the project
is to encourage them to stay and work for their
communities. Previous generations of Mae Hong
Son students who acquired computer skills have
tended to move to big cities like Chiang Mai,
where there were more job opportunities. To
prevent this, some private companies, for exam-
ple Software Square 1999, have set up affiliate
companies to groom local students to provide
outsourcing services.

Nectec deputy director Dr Kwan Sitathani said
that the centre initially decided to focus on com-
puter programming in order for Mae Hong Son to
become established and recognised as a source
of programming, and that later more jobs would
subsequently pour in. A few years ago, the train-
ing was broadened to digital art, with students
from Sripathum University in Bangkok joining

= o - J1 KF

At the five-day camp, students Iearr-:.compu

ter courses based on their interests.
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e wgrk’sfcreated by the students were shown at
ibition at Mae Hong Son Digital Art Festival.

the project as mentors to the northern students.

This year, 120 students — Mathayom 4 to
6 — from Mae Hong Son joined a five-day com-
puter camp. Students learned basic computer
programs, graphic design and animation, while
older students worked in separate groups to
develop projects based on their interests: film,
motion capture, website, e-magazine and soft-
ware programming.

Thirty projects under the theme “Good Things
In My Home” created by Mathayom 6 students
were then presented to the judges, compris-
ing university instructors and communication
experts. All the works created by the students
were then shown at an exhibition at Mae Hong
Son Digital Art Festival, staged at Yan Sil Art
Gallery, a traditional Mae Hong Son house,
which acts as a sort of centre for locals from the
IT industry.

Two projects that won the top prizes were
Wan-Pa-Rik from Suksa Songkro Mae Hong
Son School — a motion graphics project that
shows the traditional rite of Tai Yai people, which
is believed to keep people in the village living
happily as evil and ghosts are dispelled; and the
e-book Khong-Lum-Meung-Tai, by the team from
Pai Witthayakan School, about the local cuisine
of Tai-Yai people.

“Our team members are all Tai-Yai people,
I live and grew up in a Tai Yai village and have

News ID: C-150311001091 (11 Mar 15/06:09)
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been surrounded by these traditions ever since
1 was born. It’s good to preserve our tradition,”
said Thanaporn Napa, who worked on the Wan-
Pa-Rik animation.

For Thawatchai Lao-chaiyapruk, a digital
media student from Sripatum University, this
is his third time working as a mentor at the

camp. He trained the Mathayom 6 students in
motion capture and film, setting them to create
a one-minute or 30-second advert by using their
mobile phones to take photos and a computer
program to edit.

“We found that some students are gifted, and
could learn the skills necessary for digital art
very well. They have unique resources and inspi-
rations in their hometown, so they can surely
develop further,” said Thawatchai.

Last year for example, hilltribe students
showed their talent in making the short film
Khun Sam Lor and Nang-U-Pium in the Tai Yai
language, produced by a group of Tai Yai stu-
dents. The story revolves around the belief of
the Karen people in the star generally known as
Orion. An elderly woman narrates the story in
Tai Yai, along with Thai subtitles. The short film
also featured in various film studies courses in
some universities in Bangkok.

Dr Phot Jaichansukkit, president of Thailand
Public Relations Association, who was on a judg-
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ing committee this year, noted that some of the  local and international, universities,

projects were of alevel comparable to university  colleges, schools, communities and the

students, adding that the outstanding partishow  general public.

the students managed to express their ethnic cul- In 2010, Japan International Goop-

ture in their works. The presentations showed the  eration Agency (Jica) implemented the

students’ independentideasand theirurgetotell  high speed internet network (Wi-Max) to

stories of their culture, art, tradition and society.  the province, along with assistance by

Nectec is now planning to expand the com-  Nectec.
puter training project to other provinces where Approved by the National Broadcast-
electricity and mobile communications are  ing and Telecommunication Commission
scarce. Nectec executive director Dr Sarun  (NBTC), the Wi-Max infrastructure enables
Sumriddetchkajorn said that by working with  organisations in the province to commu-
the Border Patrol Police, which runs many nicate over the network, such as through
rural schools, there are other areas that can be  e-learning and video conferences. Video
explored and developed in a similar wayto Mae  conferencing is used at every police
Hong Son. By the end of this year, Nectec plansto  station and serves to connect the stations
collaborate with the Education Ministryand the  to courts and prisons. The previous
Public Health Ministry to introduce the projectto  communication system, provided by TOT
Prachuap Kiri Khan and Nan provinces. and CAT, cost over 300,000 baht each

year, so the Wi-Max network has enabled
In 2007, the Mae Hong Son IT Valley pro- the Royal Thai Police to save a significant
ject was proposed to celebrate the 80th amount of money. .
birthday of His Majesty the King. Its aim WHth Tt key sirateqy of creating IT
was to focus on developing knowledge of professionals, and implementing works
IT among locals to help build a learning and networks, Mae Hong Son IT Valley
society, and help train professionals who will be announced as the National Excel-
were proficient in IT and could apply the lent Project in Economy by Office of the
skills to solve local problems in an envi- Permanent Secretary, Office of the Prime
ronmentally-friendly way. Minister. .

The project encompasses several [_)r Phot Jaichansukkit noted that the
activities, including developing the com- project could become a good model of
puter skills of teachers and students; City the development in economy, community,
In The Cloud science project; promotion education as Well as citie and ars:
of the use of open source software and Three core strengths of the project
e-learning; pilot project of a landslide have been Identifled ok the use of tech-
warning system; and an exchange nology_ to help deal with problems that
programme in science and technology gl r(?mote alngsa m_odel of Q°°°'
between Thailand and Japan. c_ollaboratlon of enthumystw organisa-

The Mae Hong Son IT Valley, along tions _that_h_ave led to this success and
with other IT-related activities are made sustalnablllt_y, as we_ll as the ability to 3
possible by the ensuing corporation and manage the integration °f culture, soci-
partnership between various organisa- ety, economy and education.
tions, public and private sectors, both
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