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Headline: Political ban fate awaits cremation

Political ban fate awaits cremation

No decision until
ceremony over: PM

POST REPORTERS

The government will decide whether to lift
restrictions on political activities only after
the cremation ceremony of the late King
in October, says Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha.

The premier made his remarks in
response to National Legislative Assembly
(NLA) president Pornpetch Wichitchol-
chai, who said earlier it is now up to the
National Council for Peace and Order to

decide whether to relax the ban on political
activities. That came as the NLA-approved
organic bill on political parties was for-
warded to Gen Prayut on Tuesday. The
legislation will next be forwarded to His
Majesty the King for royal endorsement.

Gen Prayut said yesterday there is
no plan to lift the ban at present and he
receives weekly updates on the secu-
rity situation from his deputy, Gen
Prawit Wongsuwon.

He insisted the decision whether to
lift the ban on political activities will be
decided after the royal cremation cer-
emony, saying authorities will not allow
political unrest to take root beforehand.

The premier said efforts were con-
stantly being made to ward off any unrest

as certain elements may be planning to
“wreak havoc”.

Referring to supporters of ex-premier
Yingluck Shinawatra, who are expected
to gather at the Supreme Court on Aug 25,
when the ruling in her rice-pledging case
is due to be handed down, Gen Prayut said
he will not ban the gathering, but her sup-
porters must abide by the law.

They cannot claim their right to assem-
ble are unconditionally guaranteed by the
charter, as they must also respect the law
against public disobedience, he said.

They must avoid committing wrong-
doing, infringing on the court’s power
or causing trouble for others, said Gen
Prayut, adding people must not be hired
to attend the gathering. Security officials

will be instructed to question supporters
at the court as to whether they were paid
to take part, he said.

On Wednesday, the National Broadcast-
ingand Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) decided to suspend Peace TV, a
satellite-based television channel linked to
the red-shirt United Front for Democracy
against Dictatorship (UDD), for 30 days.

The suspension was based two of
the channel’s programmes, which were
deemed to contain content dealing
with plots to undermine the constitu-
tional monarchy.

Tida Thawornseth, an adviser to the
UDD, asked why the licence suspension
came just ahead of the ruling in Ms Yin-
gluck’s rice-pledging case. Gen Prayut

insisted the NBTC's decision had nothing
to do with the ruling, adding the channel
merely breached the regulator’s rules.

Meanwhile, the Office of the Auditor-
General was reported to have written to
the Interior Ministry, asking it to examine
some local administration organisations,
which allegedly spent state funds trans-
porting people to the court to show sup-
port for Ms Yingluck.

Meanwhile, Watana Muangsook, a
key Pheu Thai figure, yesterday appeared
before the Technology Crime Suppression
Division to give an additional statement in
connection with a case in which he was
alleged to have posted messages on his
Facebook page urging Ms Yingluck’s sup-
porters to converge on the court.
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Peace TV's
broadcasting

licence cancelled
for 30 days

THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING licence
of Peace TV, a satellite-based sta-
tion run by opposition red-shirt
leaders, was suspended on
Wednesday for 30 days.

The decision was made by the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith said the sus-
pension was ordered because two
programmes aired by Peace TV
on July 4 and July 9 had content
“deemed intended to overthrow
the constitutional monarchy
regime and affect national secu-
rity, public order and good pub-
lic morals”.

Peace TV'’s failure to suspend
the programmes voluntarily vio-
lated Article 37 of the
Broadcasting and Television
Businesses Act, Takorn said. It
also broke conditions earlier
agreed upon with the NBTC, he
added.

The NBTC order will be
enforced as soon as itis delivered
to the TV station, Takorn said.

The regulating agency is
empowered to suspend Peace
TV’slicence but does not have the
authority to revoke it, as the TV
station has been temporarily pro-
tected by an Administrative Court
injunction order issued last year.

In April 2015, the NBTC
ordered the revocation of Peace
TV’s operating licence, causing
the station to seek court protec-
tion. The injunction was grant-
ed after the court found that the
NBTC did not allow Peace TV to
explain itself sufficiently prior to
the order that would affect its
operation.

Earlier that month, Peace TV’s
licence was also suspended for
seven days by the NBTC, due to
broadcasts of content deemed
unlawful.
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PM warns of scrutiny

YINGLUCK SUPPORTERS TO FACE QUESTIONS; WENG PREDICTS ACTION MAY BACKFIRE

KASAMAKORN CHANWANPEN,
SAKDA SAMERPHOB
THE NATION

WHILE MAINTAINING that the move-
ments of former prime minister Yingluck
Shinawatra’s supporters will not be
restricted, the government seems to be
trying to undermine her support base
ahead of the Supreme Court verdictin the
case stemming from her government’s
rice-pledging scheme.

Authorities have already taken action
against those viewed as Yingluck’s allies;
Peace TV, a satellite-based station run by
red-shirt leaders, was suspended for 30
days by an order of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

Inarelated development, the Auditor-
General’s Office earlier this month
informed the ministers of interior and
defence in writing the agency had learned
that local administrative organisations
had misused their budgets by funding
trips to Bangkok for “hidden” political
motives. In the letter, the agency asked the
two ministers to order state agencies
under theirsupervision to help preventthe
misuse of state funds.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha
said yesterday security officials would be
instructed to ask people gatheringin sup-
port of Yingluck whether they knew why
theywere attending the eventand whether

they had travelled on their own or were
mobilised in large groups.

Hundreds of Yingluck’s supporters
gathered at the Supreme Court building
during the hearings by its Criminal
Division for Political Office Holdersin her
trial for negligence in managingthe rice-
pledging scheme. Yingluck is accused of
failing to end the scheme despite warn-
ings about irregularities.

Thousands of supporters are expect-
ed to show up when the court delivers its
verdict on August 25.

There have been allegations that free
transport is being provided for people to
travel from the provinces to Bangkok.

Prayut said Yingluck’s supporters
would be allowed but they must not vio-
late the law, express contempt for the
court, create chaos, violate other peoples’
rights or cause traffic congestion.

“I am not barring their movements. I
know there are people who love
[Yingluck]. If they want to go [to the
court], then go, but don’t go because you
are hired to do so,” he said.

Yingluckalsohas theright to gowher-
ever she wants and she can express her
opinions on social media, he added.

The prime minister yesterday denied
ordering the NBTC to have Peace TV
pulled off the air, as observers viewed the
suspension of the red-shirt channel as an
attempt to choke support for Yingluck.

Prayut said if the suspension order
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against Peace TV had anything todo with
the August 25 verdict reading, then “all
the media” should have been ordered
closed.

He added that the channel had violat-
ed the NBTC's regulations and that the
suspension had nothing to do with poli-
tics.

“Do I have to instruct them [the
NBTC]oneverything? Theydid theirjob.
If they don’t, they would be deemed neg-
ligent of their duty,” he said.

In ordering the suspension of Peace
TV’s broadcasts, the NBTC said two pro-
grammes it aired last month featured
content “deemed intended to overthrow
the constitutional monarchy system and
affect national security, public order and
good public morals”.

Deputy Prime Minister and Defence
Minister Prawit Wongsuwan said yester-
daythat Peace TV’s suspension came after
the station attacked the government.

He also said he had heard people
would be brought from the provinces in
large numbers to support Yingluck.

‘Bullying could increase turnout’

Meanwhile, Weng Tojirakarn, a red-
shirtleader and key presenter on Peace TV,
yesterday accused the ruling junta of being
behind the suspension order. He said the
station was always singled out when “poli-
tics reached a climax”.
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Weng, who is also a Pheu Thai Party
politician, said he believed the move was
prompted by the upcoming court verdict,
which will dictate Yingluek’s fate and could
potentially have a massive effecton politics.

“Last time we got banned for 30 days
during thelead-uptothereferendumonthe
constitutional draft. And we were reopened
after the vote was completed,” the activist
told The Nation.

He said such a move harmed not only
freedom of expression but also the right of
people to information. “If there’s anything
wrong with the programmes, then they
should take legal action instead of sus-
pending broadcasts of the whole station,”
he added.

The latest action against the red-shirt
mouthpiece reflected the ruling regime’s
deep fear and anxiety, Weng said, but he
added that the his group had no intention
of causing turbulence and they always
respected the courtaswell astherule oflaw.

He said moves to suppress Yingluck’s
supporters could backfire against people
in power as more people might be tempt-
ed toshowup given what they see as injus-
tice perpetrated on their friends and
favoured politicians.

“The powers-that-be should justletthe
people do as they like. During the court
hearings, people showed up on their own
and there were no problems at all,” Weng
said. “If people see thattheir comradesare
bullied, they may feel the urge to turn out
in even greater numbers.”

m PEACE TV SUSPENDED 5A
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