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BBL cagey on Thai TV payment

SOMRUEDI BANCHONGDUANG

Bangkok Bank (BBL), the guarantor of cash-
strapped Thai TV Co, says it will study the
legal issues before making a guarantee
payment to the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
following a court ruling.

The bank is ready to comply with the
NBTC's demand but must first thoroughly
consider the contract signed between the
regulator and Thai TV as well as the legal
process, said BBL executive vice-president
Virasak Suthanthavibul.

BBLisalsotrying towork out whether it
must pay the full amount of the guarantee,
he said.

The Central Administrative Court last
month dismissed an injunction requested

www.ignewsclip.com

by Thai TV to protect its bank guarantee
from being seized by the NBTC after the TV
channel operator defaulted on the second
batch of payments for its digital TV licences.

Thai TV placed bank guarantees worth a
combined 1.97 billion baht with the NBTC
after being awarded digital TV licences for
Loca children's channel and a news chan-
nel in early 2014.

The licence for Locais valued at 1.32 bil-
lion baht and the news channel licence is
worth 648 million. The company defaulted
on the second instalment of auction fees
worth 288 million baht in May last year.

Mr Virasak said the bank had received
a letter from the NBTC to claim the bank
guarantee, After the guarantee is paid to
the regulator, BBL will ask Thai TV to pay
back the amount of the guarantee, he said.

News ID: C-160411001055 (11 Apr 16/06:02)
¥ IQNewsClip’

Although Thai TV is still classified as a
performing borrower, BBL has set aside a
full loan-loss provision to be prudent, said
Mr Virasak. The debtor has placed collat-
eral to back the bank guarantee.

“We informed Thai TV we received a
letter from the NBTC's broadcasting com-
mittee asking for the guarantee amount,”
he said. “The customer is likely to decline
payment for the overdue amount to the
regulator as it has already abandoned
the licences.”

If Thai TV fails to pay back the bank
guarantee, BBL would not feel much impact
because the amount is 1.97 billion baht,
far less than the bank’s non-performing
loans (NPLs) of 52.6 billion at the end of
December, said Mr Virasak. BBL's NPL ratio
stood at 2.8%.
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True all set to launch its
26 service on Thursday
USANEE MONGKOLPORN However, AIS sought an injunction
THE NATION from the Central Administrative
Court and the court allowed AIS to
TRUE CORP is ready to fully launch delay the cut-off to this Thursday.
its nationwide 2G-900-megahertz Last Friday, AIS asked for an
service on Thursday. extension of the switch-off from
It is eyeing the 90OMHz users of Thursday to June 30.
Advanced Info Service who are still On the same day, True asked the
using 2G phones to make voice calls. court to be an interpleader against
AIS has 8.2 million such sub- AIS’s extension plan.
scribers, of whom 7.8 million belong Suphachai said True has to fight
to its subsidiary against the extension
Advanced Wireless because its new 2G net-
Network. work is ready and it hopes
Suphachai to secure many sub-
Chearavanont, chief exec- scribers.
utive officer of True, said : However, the National
vesterday that True’s 2G Council for Peace and
service will use the Order is expected to seek
900MHz and 1800MHz ways to extend the
bands that True won 900MHz service cut-off
licences for in auctions date until the NBTC
last December. finds a new 900MHz
The National licensee.
Broadcasting and The NBTC is prepar-
Telecommunications ing to hold the second
Commission reallocated  SUPHACHAI 900MHz licence auction
AIS’ 900MHz spectrum next month after Jas
in December via bidding after AIS’ Mobile Broadband, the other winner,
900MHz concession with TOT failed to pay the initial upfront fee for
expired in September. its licence by the March 21 deadline
The watchdog had ordered AIS to and forfeited the right to receive the
shut down its 900MHz service in the licence.
middle of last month after the NBTC The NBTC has welcomed all cellu-
awarded one of the two 900MHz lar operators except Jas to join the
licences to TrueMove H Universal new bidding but Suphachai still will
Communication, a unit of True Corp.  not confirm if True will participate.
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Ad Rate: 1.500 Advertising: NBTC: NBTC confirms that 4G mobile service fees will be cheaper than 3G mobile...

NBTC confirms that 4G
service fees will be cheaper than
3G mobile service fees.

4G mobile service fees on 1800 MHz and 900 MHz

frequencies must be lower than the average 3G mobile
service fees on 2.1 GHz frequency as follows:

e \oice fee less than 0.69 baht per minute.
e |Internet fee less than 0.26 baht per megabyte.
e SMS less than 1.15 baht per message.
® MMS less than 3.11 baht per message.
The fees will be charged per second.

The quality of 4G services on the 1800 MHz and 900 MHz
frequencies shall not be less than the quality of 3G services
on the of 2.1 GHz frequency. The licensees shall provide
packages with cheaper prices than usual.

NBTC confirms that disabled people registered with the
Ministry of Social Development and Human Security will be
protected according to the license conditions so that they
can use the services at a cheaper price while still enjoy
better quality.

Office of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
Call Center 1200 www.nbic.go.th

News ID: C-160411001019 (11 Apr 16/05114) Page: 1/1
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