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NBTC T0
PROMOTE
SELF-RULE FOR
BROADCASTERS

TV éode of
ethics, revised
content rating

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

tion in the industry, the

National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission
planstointroduce guidelinesand a
code of ethics for broadcasters next
month, as well as arevised TV con-
tent-control rating standard by the
end of the year.

Supinya  Klangnarong, the
NBTC member for the subcom-
mittee on broadcasting self-regu-
lation, said yesterday that the draft
guidelinesand codeare expectedto
be completed this month, followed
by a public hearing. The revised
draft will then be implemented by
the end of next month.

She gaid the NBTC would also
work with media academics, the
Culture Ministry and broadeasters
onrevisingthecurrentstandard for
TVeontent-control rating for
broadcasters. A new standard will
be announced later this year.

With such a rating system,
broadcastersareabletoshowview-
ers which TV programmes are
deemed suitable only for a limited
audience and which are more wide-
ly suitable for children or family
consumption. The current stan-
dard was designed by the Culture
Ministry, but each TV station has
its own content-control depart-
ment to determine ratings.

Withintense competitionin the
broadeasting industry both from

I n abidto promote self-regula-
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existing players and the entry of
digital media operators, some
broadcasters might resort to inap-
propriate tactics, such as some of
those usedin social media, toattract
advertising budgets and boost TV
ratings. This might not be suitable
for general viewers, she said.

However, the NBTC also wants
to see professional organisations
takeactioninregard those whovio-
late the code of ethics, she added.

On a related matter, the NBTC
yesterday held an ethies forum for
TV game and reality shows. Media
professionals, academics and inter-
ested parties attended the event.

The forum followed the recent
controversy over a female artist
showingher painting skills by using
her bare breasts in the “Thailand’s
Got Talent” TV show last month.

Representatives from television
broadcasters, academics and con-
sumer rights groups agreed that
media literacy development, con-
sumer protection measures and
promotion of a code of ethics were
required for self-regulation of
media business.

Pramote  Chokesirikulchai,
president of the Thai Digital
Entertainment Content Federa-
tion, urged medialiteracy develop-
ment among Thais,

Chalidaporn Songsamphan, lec-
turerin Political Science, Feminism
and Politics of Sexuality at Tham-
masat University, suggested that if
a controversy arose similar to the
“Thailand’s Got Talent” incident,
related parties should discuss the
matteropenlyand educatethe pub-
lic about the problem, rather than
sweep it under the carpet.

Time Chuastapanasiri, a re-
searcher at the Academic Institute
of Public Media of Thai Public
Broadcasting Service (ThaiPBS),
said that before any TV production

‘housecreated programming under

imported copyright, it mustensure
that the format is fit for Thai cul-
ture and in accordance with media
ethics,

Aruneeprapa Homsethi, presi-
dent of the Professionals of
Broadcasting Council (Thailand),
said her organisation would
improve its complaint unit to
ensure a prompt response service.
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'1,800MHZ SPECTRUM

CAT SEEKS STATE COUNCIL ADVICE

Bid to keep asset after concessions end

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THINATION

AT Telecom will consult the
‘ Council of State on whether it

can retain its prized 1,800-
megahertzspectrum after two private
cellular concessions expire in Sep-
tember next year.

CAT chiefexecutive officer Kitisak
Sriprasertsaidyesterdaythatthestate
agencywantstokeepthespectrum for
atleast 10 years after the concessions
of TrueMove and Digital Phone
Co end.

Hebelieves itislegally possible for
CAT to do so as part of its plan to
become a full cellular network
provider.

Under the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion’s spectrum management master
plan, all state agencies have to hand
overtheir concessioned spectratothe
NBTCforreallocation once theircon-
cessions end.

Both TOT and CAT, which are
fighting to keep their concessioned
spectra, have consulted the NBTC,

with the watchdog subsequently
assigning its legal subcommittee to
examine, the possibility of their both
being permitted to retain them.

Kitisak said that if need be, CAT
would be willing to pay the NBTC
compensation for the opportunity
cost of being unable to reallocate the
1,800MHzspectrum to other parties.
Earlier, an NBTC source said the
watchdog might impose such a
cost on CAT and TOT if it failed to
reclaimtheirconcessioned spectrafor
reallocation.

Kitisak said the NBTC should give
CAT a chance to utilise the conces-
sioned spectrum first, to see whether
itcould maximiseits use. IFCAT failed
todoso, itwould bewillingto paystch
an opportunity costor hand the spec-
trum over to the NBTC.

Whether CAT can retain the spee-
trum should be made clear before the
NBTC proceeds with the auction of
the third-generation 2.1-gigahertz
spectrum in October, he added.

TOT owns the 90OMHzspectrum
operated by Advanced Info Service,
whose concession expires in 2015,
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Kitisak and TOT -chairman
Panthep Chamrasromran said both
state agencies would not take the
NBTC to court if in the end they had
topassthe concessioned spectraback
to the watchdog for reallocation.

Meanwhile, the CAT board will
consider at the end of the month the
state agency’s request for a budget of
Bt1.298 billion, required mainly for
further developing its own My brand
3G-850MHz service.

Bt33 million would be for the
mobile-phone number fee to be paid
to the NBTC, Bt402 million for net-
workinterconnection fees, Bt150 mil-
lion for network roaming fees, and
more than Bt54.0 million for handset
procurement.

Theremaining Bt80 million would
be for overseeing its existing Code
Division Multiple Access (CDMA)
2000 1-x cellular service.

However, the board will still refrain
from considering the part of budget
for network expansion and related
costs concerning CAT's wholesale of
8G-850MHz bandwidth capacity to
Real Move, and the part concerning
CAT’s 3G network-equipmentleasing
from BFKT (Thailand). Both Real
Moveand BEKT are part of True Corp
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group. Board deliberation of these
mattersis pending CAT's submission
for Cabinet consideration of the issue
ofits 3G-related budgetary spending.

CAT and True subsidiaries, Real
Move and Real Future, signed deals
last Januaryto ereate a partnership to
offerthe 3G-850 MHzservice. Under
the deals, CAT has leased BFKT net-
work equipment te generate 3G
capacity, which it has already whole-
saled to Real Move under the con-
tracts. BFKT is a Real Future sub-
sidiary.

Kitisak said CAT and True were
focused on their planned joint revi-

“sion of six parts of the 3G-850MHz
service-offering partnership contracts
in orderto make theminline with the
frequency allocation law, as ordered
by the NBTC's telecom committee.

The talks have made a great deal
of progress, he added.

CAT also wants to reyise the con-
ditioninthe 3Gwholesale-resale con-
tract with Real Move that obligesit to
allocate 80 per centofits 3G network
capacity for Real Move use during the
first three years after the service
launch. |

CAT wants to allocate this capac-
ity for other parties, as well.
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Big spending in cable

Ajoint venture of cable television
operators willinvest 8 billion baht
ahead ofthe transition to digital TV.

Business, B1

CTH adds

capacity
for digital

Cable group to invest
B8bn in two years

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Cable Thai Holding (CTH), a joint ven-
ture oflocal cable television operators,
will invest 8 billion baht over the next
two years to bolster its broadcasting
network capacity ahead of the upcom-
ing transition to digital TV.

The investment budget also includes
its agreement with TOT Plc signed yes-
terday. Under the non-exclusive con-
tract, CTH will rent the state telecom
enterprise’s optic fibre as its core net-
work to serve the group’s 345 cable TV
operator members nationwide.

CTH was set up in 2009 by about
100 cable TV operators to act as the
supplier of content and programmes
for its cable-TV operator members.

The synergy between the broad-
casters and the telecom service provider
provides opportunities for the govern-
ment’'s Smart Thailand scheme.

Wichai Thongtang, a major share-
holder of CTH, said the company will
increase its bandwidth-hungry high
definition programmes from the cur-
rent 16 to 120 channels.

Mr Wichai, an investor and former
lawyer of ex-prime minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, in partnership with
Vachara Vacharapol, the chief executive
of Trend VG3, a subsidiary of Vacha-
rapol that publishes Thai Rath daily,
took over CTH in April.

Mr Wichai acquired a 25% stake in

News ID: C-120712001077 (12 Jul 12/05:54)
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CTH for 250 million baht. Mr Vachara
acquired another 25% on his own
behalf. Another 30% is held by 250
CTH members.

Mr Wichai said he was in talks with
GMM Grammy to hold the remaining
20% stake in CTH for 230 million baht.
“We expect to conclude the deal by
September,” he said, adding that
Grammy expressed strong interest in
taking part as it wants CTH to support
its future cable-TVand TV-content busi-
nesses.

GMM Z, the satellite TV arm of GMM
Grammy, says it will launch its new TV
channel called “Hit Channel” on July
19. The free TV-like channel will feature
news programines, soap operas and a
variety of entertainment.

Mr Wichai added CTH plans to list
on the Stock Exchange of Thailand
market in the near future.

CTH has registered capital of 1 billion
baht, but paid up capital was 800 million
baht.

CTH’s members have more than
3.5 million household customers. “We
expect to have 10 million households
within the next five years,” said Mr
Wichai.

Mr Wichai said CTH chose TOT’s
network as the state’s bandwidth capac-
ity covered the group member’s facili-
ties.

After the company completes its
nationwide cable network installation,
he said CTH could earn revenue from
network rental services and advertising
from members, instead of only cable
TV programmes. TOT has a network
capacity of 320 gigabytes.
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Headline: CTH TO APPLY FOR BROADCAST LICENCES Company also in talks to make joint bid for...

CTH TO APPLY FOR BROADCAST LICENCES

Company also in talks to make joint bid for rights to EPL soccer matches

CTH signed an MoU with TOT to lease its
transmission network to provide cable TV service
as part of its plan to invest Bt8 billion over the next
two years on expanding its cable network.

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

able Thai Holding is prepared
‘ to apply for two licences from

the National Broadeastingand
Telecommunications Commission
when they come available, said CTH
chairman Wichai Thongtang.

The NBTC is expected to issue
these two broadcasting licence types,
one for network providers and the
other for service providers, late this
yearforterrestrial digital, satellite and
cable TV services. It will also issue a
third type for broadeasting facility
providers.

CTH wasjointly formed up bylocal
cablecompaniesto buyimported con-
tent on a cost-sharing basis as well as
to provide selected packages to its
members. It now has about 345 cable
TV operators.

Itisinvestinginanationwide fibre-
opticinfrastructure network on which

its can provide cable TV service.

Wichai said CTH was notinterest-
ed in bidding for a slot on the third-
generation 2.1-gigahertz spectrum,
though many companies had
approached it to propose a joint bid.
CTH wantstofocus solelyonthecable
TV business, he said.

However, the company is in talks
with several potential partners on a
possible joint bid for the right to
broadcast live English Premier League
(EPL) soccer matches in Thailand.

Many companies are interested in
that bid, ranging from the existing
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rightsholder TrueVisionsto CTH, RS,
GMM Grammy and InTouch.
TrueVisions' three-year right to
broadcast EPL matches expires in
2013. Bidding for the right to broad-
cast next season’s matches will begin
late this year.

Wichai said CTH was still in talks
tofinalise adeal tosell sharesto GMM
Grammy to create a strategic part-
nership.

GMM Grammy reportedly plans
toacquirea23-per-centstakein CTH.
Wichai owns 25 per cent, while
Vachara Vacharapol, chief executive
officer of Trend VG3, a subsidiary of
Vacharapol that publishes the Thai
Rathnewspaper, holds another 25 per
cent. Another 30 per cent is jointly
owned by CTH's members. It is woo-
ing a potential partner to hold the
remainder.

Yesterday CTH signed a memo-
randum of understanding with TOT
to lease its transmission network to
serve its members in providing cable
TV service as part of its plan to invest
Bt8 billion over the next two years on
expanding the cable network nation-
wide. The TOT network will facilitate
the transmission of 120 high-defini-
tion TV channels, up from 16 HDTV
channels currently. In the first phase,
the TOT network will serve 150 CTH
members.

CTH members currently serve 3.5
million households. ;

CableThai Holding was capitalised
at Bt1 billion, of which Bt800 million
is paid-up.
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