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Headline: 4 channels go dark in MCOT crash

Clip: Full Color

4 channels
go dark in
MCOT crash

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

MCOT Plc’s digital TV network suffered
an operating failure yesterday, reportedly
caused by malfunctioning equipment.

The network failure left Banglkok view-
ers with ablack screen from 11.20am until
press time last night. Signal transmission
was back to normal in Chiang Mai at 4pm.

Suthee Suwanprapa, manager of the
signal transmission department at MCOT,
said the problem at the Chiang Mai site had
been fixed.

The Bangkok network site was still being
looked at last night, so MCOT was using its
reserved network site in Rayongto transmit
signals on behalf of the Bangkok site.

The network site in Bangkok is at Bai-
voke Tower 2. Repairs were expected to take
eight hours.

At the same time, MCOT was in talks
with Thai PBS to use the latter’s network
for temporary signal transmission.

Connecting signals from MCOT’s digital
TV clients to the Thai PBS network would
likely take two or three days.

At firstit was suspected that the network
failure arose from problems with the trans-
mission equipment.
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MCOT uses equipment made by Ger-
many’s Rohde & Schwarz and imported
by TEC TV Co.

Five digital TV channels rent out the
MCOT network: Thairath TV, Voice TV,
Spring News and the company’s own
MCOT Family and MCOT HD.

The network failure prevented the
three client channels and MCOT Family
from airing via the satellite, cable and digi-
tal systems.

MCOT HD, which has the same content
as Channel 9, could still broadcast as usual
on every platform.

The affected channels are assessing the
impact and losses from the outage.

For its network, MCOT charges 14.3
million baht a month for high-definition
channels and 4.76 million for standard-
definition ones.

MCOT is renting rather than buying
its transmission equipment due to a
budget shortage.

The companyreceived a notice from the
National Broadeasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC) last month
concerning network expansion delays.

MCOT was told it must extend its net-
worl coverage to the remaining provinces
of Ubon Ratchathani, Udon Thani and Sing
Buri within 30 days or risk a fine.

The NBTC’s broadcasting committee
will convene for a special meeting today
on the MCOT network failure.

An MCOT source alluded to “internal
problems” at the company and said the
board wanted to start new networl pro-
curement after the project was halted on
the junta’s order.
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BEC to petition NBTC against order to drop Ch 3

USANEE MONGKONPORN,
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE BOSS OF Channel 3 will lodge
a petition with the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission today opposing
the recent decision by the broad-
castingcommittee toorder cableand
satellite TV operators to remove
Channel 3 from their platforms.
The NBTC’s public relations
department said Pravit Maleenont,
executive director of BEC World, the
parent company of Bangkok
Entertainment Company, the oper-
ator of Channel 3, would meet with
NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasit this afternoon on the issue.
Pravit is expected to request that

the broadcasting panel revise the
order which, BEC believes is unfair.
Yesterday, the NBTC office issued
an official order to cable and satellite
operators to drop Channel 3 in com-
pliance with the exclusion of
analog broadcasters from the
definition of “free TV". That
designation now only applies
to the new terrestrial-based
digital format.

The NBTC'swritten notice
should reach all the
cable/satellite  operators

within a couple of working
days, and they will then have
15 days to explain to their customers
why they are being forced to remove
the popular channel from their line-
ups.

pAfter that, the NBTC will estab-
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lish a subcommittee to make sure

they comply, and drop Channel 3.

This panel might take administra-

tiveaction againstthem, such asissu-

ing a warning letter or fining them,
if they were found violating
the order.

Surin Krittiyaphongphun,

executive vice president of
BEC, said his company had
offered the broadcasting
panel the chance to carry its
analog TV signal to other
platforms via what is called
“real-time pass through”.

“If the watchdog wants to
pass our analog TV programmes
through a digital TV channel oper-
ated by our sister company BEC-
Multimedia, it must negotiate direct-
ly with the digital TV licence holder;”

hesaid. BEC-Multimedia has already
prepared the business plans for its
three digital channels - 3HD, 3SD
and 3Family.

Surin said that if the broadcast-
ing panel wanted BEC-Multimedia
to simuleast Channel 3’s analog pro-
grammes, the company might need
some motivation.

NBTC commissioner Supinya
Klangnarong said that if BEC-
Multimedia expressed an interest in
simulcasting its analog TV pro-
grammes on its digital channels, the
broadcast committee might consid-
er this request.

Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television - the operator of Channel
7 - has also submitted a request for
a licence-fee cut as a remedy during
the simulcast period, she said.
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