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Burying an overhead eyesore

Motorcycles pass under cables strung above Ratchadaphisek Road. The National

Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) plans to ask the

government to consider laying all power and communication cables underground

to handle the expansion of telecom networks as part of the government’s digital

economy policy. PATIPAT JANTHONG

News ID: C-150212001023 (1 2 Feb 1 5/05:53) Page: 1/1
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 Info Service will benefit, while True will not. Second. if there

NBTC Bill likely to ‘help
big firms, not cwnl souety

ASINA PORNWASIN

THE NEW Natuonal Brnadcastlng and Teteccmmumcatto
Commission Bill is less likely to benefit people or civil soci
than large businesses and state enterpnses. an industry -
expert said yesterday.

Somkiat Tangkrtvamch pres:dent of the Thalland

' Development Research Institute (TORI), said the billwas

not meant to address existing problems of the NTBC, such
as good governance, transparency of pubtlc parhmpatlon or :
accountability. :
Speakingatan NBTC Pollcy Watch furum haraised fiv ve
uncertainties serrounding the bill. i :
First, there is no guarantee it will be used accorcﬂng to
the bill's principles. Second, there is no guarantee that
broadcast and telecommumcataons frequencses wﬂlbe o
used efficiently. : i
Third, there is no guarantee that the govemment will -
not intervene to change the NBTC's regulations. Fourth,
thereis no guarantee that the new leglsiatlon wm help
improve the NBTC's governance. ‘ :
Finally, thereisno guaranteethat an auction oﬂicences
forfourth~generat|an bandwrdthwall take place ln the near
“All these qmstionscanlead _ie E
sible that the govemment might eunsplrewiththemivate
sec;cor -which dnes not want to havea 4Gauctlon."30mkia1;
sai
Hewas referrmg toa study by CIMB that hlghllghts thlee-
scenarios for the 4Gauctions. ;
First, the auctions take placein Ju!y or August this year
for both the 1,800-and 900-megahertz spectra, Advanced

only the 1,800MHz spectrum comes up for bid, AIS will
efit, while Total Access Communication (DTAC) willnot,
Third, if thereisno 4G auctron at ai[ True will benefrt whlle
AlSwillnot. = =~ :

He added that thereshould beco!labmatlon between
the government and all stakeholders toimprove allthe -
“digital economy” bills, not just the one regarding the NBTC.

“Even though the government has shown it is positive
and is willing toimprove the bills, civil society and the public
should be empowered tomonitorhow thebillsare
processed, and a committee should be set upto develop
the billsm paraliel.“ Somkjat sald ,

News ID: C-150212003024 (12 Feb 15/06:07)
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