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NBTC secretary-general hands in notice

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the National
Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission
(NBTC), is tipped to step
down from his position on
Sept1ina bid to take a min-
isterial post.

An NBTC source said
Mr Takorn submitted his
resignation letter last week
to ACM Thares Punsri, the
NBTC chairman.

Mr Takorn wants to stay on at the
NBTC until preparations for the long-
awaited auction of fourth-generation
mobile service have been completed. him.

S
bl )
~
Takorn: ICT Ministry
in his sights

News ID: C-150512001074 (12 May 15/05:43)
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Speculation is that Mr
Talcorn is preparing to
become the information
and communication tech-
nology (ICT) minister.

The source said Mr
Takorn revealed his resig-
nation at a meeting yester-
day with NBTC directors.

He said he wanted
to give younger talent a
chance to oversee this
important organisation.

However, present ICT Minister Porn-
chai Rujiprapa said he had no knowl-
edge of Mr Takorn attempting to replace
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Clip: Full Color

TAKORN TO STEP DOWN AS
NBTC SECRETARY GENERAL

Takorn Tantasith, secretary general
of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission, said
he would tender his resignation citing
his desire to pave the way for others to
do his job. His resignation is expected to
take effect on September 1.
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Digital TV
fee reprieve
draws fire

Process must be sorted
before May 24 deadline

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The broadcasting regulator’s plan to post-
pone digital TV licence fee payments for
another year may not take effect.

Anti-graft groups are keeping an
eye on the move, saying it favours pri-
vate companies.

The National Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion (NACC) and the Office of the Auditor
General (OAG) are closely monitoring the
case after receiving complaints.

They said the postponement of digital
TV licence fee payments, which are due
on May 24, would affect the government’s
revenue collection.

This round of payments would be the
second by 24 digital TV operators since
recelving their licences from the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

Most of the complaints have come
from people who said the payment delay
was “inappropriate” and rooted in the
unhealthy financial status of some digital
TV operators, an NACC source said.

Meanwhile, a report by media researcher
Nielsen Thailand said advertising spending
on 24 digital TV channels stood at 8.7 billion
bahtin the first quarter, accounting for 26%
of total ad spending in all media outlets.

The NACC source quoted the complaints
as saying the delay in digital TV network
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expansion should not be used as a reason
to postpone licence fee payment.

The source said the NBTC should solve
the network delay problems by imposing a
penalty on network providers.

Last month, the NBTC approved in
principle the postponement of digital TV
licence fee payments for 12 months.

Since the rise of digital TV, operators
have been hit by domestic political unrest,
the economic slowdown and a delay in
digital TV network expansion and subsidy
coupon distribution.

A public hearing on the payment delay
was held last week. Most of the 24 digital
operators agreed to put off the second
licence fee payment worth a combined
8.1 billion baht.

But theydid not agree with the charge of
a 7.5% interest rate, as it would not serve to
ease their financial burden.

Operators wishing to make their second
payment on May 24 can still do so.

Sombat Leelapata, the NBTC's acting
deputy secretary-general, said the broad-
casting panel would clarify the issue with
three government agencies — the NACC,
the OAG and the Office of the Attorney
General — to ward off potential lawsuits.

The postponement process must be
clarified before the second payment comes
due on May 24,

“It looks like we're in a dilemma,” Mr
Sombat said.

“Ifwe do postpone the payment of digi-
tal TV licence fees, we may face an inves-
tigation by the NACC. But if the postpone-
ment does not occur, digital TV operators
may take legal action against us.”
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Bid for delayed
digital licence fee
payment fades

REGULATOR NEEDS TO CONSULT OTHER AGENCIES ON
DIGITAL BROADCASTERS' REQUEST FOR 1-YEAR REPRIEVE

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE hopes of digital TV stations to get a
one-year reprieve of the second instal-
ment ofthe licensing fee appear to be fad-
ing fast because the broadcasting regula-
tor needs to consult further with the
Attorney-General’s Office, Auditor-
General’s Office and National Anti-
Corruption Commission.

Sombat Leelapata, acting deputy sec-
retary-general of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC),
said yesterday that all
five members of its
broadecasting com-
mittee would like to

THE COMMITTEE YESTERDAY
AGREED TO PUT THIS MATTER
ON HOLD AND ASK THOSE
THREE ORGANISATIONS FOR

year postponement of the payment of the
licensing fee, totalling Bt8.12 billion.
They also argued that the remaining
annual instalments should be pushed
back and paid within seven years, instead
of the originally planned six-year period.
They opposed the idea of subjecting
the delayed payments to interest charges.
They claimed that key requirements
for the transition from analog to digital
terrestrial TV broadcasting were still
behind schedule. For example, public
awareness remained low because of the
late provision of sub-
sidised coupons for
the purchase of digi-
tal TV receivers. The
transmission net-
work for terrestrial-
based digital televi-

cnsue ot s e THEIR CONSIDERATIONON | son i ol

interest and was THIS MATTER BEFORE MAKING timeline. °

transparent. A FINAL DECISION. Sombat said the
The committee stations should be

yesterday agreed to

put this matter on hold and ask those three
organisations for their consideration on
this matter before making a final deci-
sion.

Sombat said he could not guarantee
that the responses from those organisa-
tions would be on time.

To allow digital TV operators to post-
pone licence payments without any con-
ditions attached, as they suggested at a
public hearing last week, the final deci-
sion must be made by the 10 members of
the NBTC before May 24.

Accordingtolast week’s hearing, all 24
digital terrestrial-TV stations back a one-
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prepared in case the
three organisations cannot provide their
advice in time.

Suphab Kleekachai, executive adviser
to both Thai TV and the Club of Digital
Terrestrial TV Operators, said his com-
pany and other digital TV stations would
hold a meeting this week to evaluate the
situation and draft a back-up plan.

Suphab said he understood that the
broadcasting committee’s decision was
put on ice because a group of consumers
had lodged a petition to the Attorney-
General’s Office to investigate this matter
if the broadcasting regulator sided with
business, and not the public.
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Digital economy plan to take shape when related bill passes

ASINA PORNWASIN
THE NATION

THAILAND’S digital economy will
soon starttaking shape, asthe Ministry
of Digital Economyand Societybegins
functioningafterthebillis passed next
month.

The Ministry of Information and
Communications Technology Reform
Bill will set up the Digital Economy
Ministry to oversee planning, promo-
tion and development of the digital
economy.

The new ministry will have five
offices, including four from the ICT
Ministry — the ministry’s office, per-
manentsecretary’s office, Meteorology
Office and National Statistical Office.
The new office is the Digital Economy
Office.

The bill will abolish the ICT
Ministry and transfer its tasks and
restructured organisation to the new
ministry.

Surangkana Wayuparb, chiefexec-
utive officer of the Electronic
Transactions Development Agency
(ETDA) and head of the digital-law
development team, said thebill passed
its first reading and the National

Legislative Assembly (NLA) would
finish considering it by June.

He spoke on Saturday at the week-
ly open forum of the ICT Law Centre,
amember ofthe ETDA, on theimpact
ofthe Personal Information Protection
Bill.

The draft of the ICT Ministry
Reform Bill was approved by the
Cabinet in December and sent to the
Council of State for checking, before it
was tabled with the NLA late last
month.

The bill also transfers the National
Disaster Warning Centre to the Prime
Minister’s Office and the Technology
Crime Suppression Division to the
National Cyber Security Agency, which
will be set up by the National Cyber
Security Bill.

Two related draft bills - the Digital
Economy Bill and the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission Bill - have been
reviewed by the Council of State and
will go to the Cabinet and then to the
NLA.

The Digital Economy Billis the con-
solidation of the Digital Economy
Committee Establishment Bill, Digital
Economy Fund Bill and Digital
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Economy Development and
Promotion Bill. The Council of State
has nearly finished its review of three
draftbills - the Electronic Transactions
Bill, Electronic  Transactions
Development Agency Establishment
Bill and Personal Data Protection Bill.

The last draft bills - the Computer
Crime Billand National Cyber Security
Bill - are still being assessed by the
Council of State.

NDEC to be set up

The Digital Economy Bill, which
has been reviewed by the Council of
State but not yet submitted to the
Cabinet, will setup the National Digital
Economy Committee (NDEC).

The chairman of NDEC will be the
prime minister and the vice chairman
will be the finance minister.

Serving as ex-officio members of
the NDEC will be the ministers of
Defence, Agriculture, Commerce,
Digital Economy, Education, Industry,
Public Health and Science, secretary-
general of the National Economicand
Social Development Board, governor
ofthe Bank of Thailand and secretary-
general of the National Broadcasting
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and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

About five to eight members will be
experts appointed by the Cabinet.

The ad hoc National Economy
Committee at its second meeting yes-
terday gave the nod to engage a third
party to design the implementation of
thenational broadband infrastructure,
which will turn into the master plan
for the national broadband network.

Then it will hire the third party to
appraise the value of the broadband
networks of telecom firms, the
Metropolitan Electricity Authority
(MEA) and other providers, which will
transfer their networks in return for a
share in the national broadband net-
work holding company and then con-
tinue to invest.

Pridiyathorn Devakula, a deputy
prime minister, said the committee
also agreed to allow the ICT Ministry
to use its Bt1.71 billion budget to link
5,000 schools nationwide to an optic-
fibre network.

This will support the Education
Ministry’s online learning project,
which will give students in 15,000
schools nationwide the opportunity to
learnthe coresubjects of Thai, English,
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science and math viathe Internetfrom
80 selected expert teachers.

“Now, 10,000 schools have already
been hooked uptothebroadband net-
work, while 5,000 schools will be con-
nected by September;” he said.

The committeeisalsosurveyingthe
300 existing government organisa-
tions on their data usage and require-
ments to determine what capacity the
national data centre should have.

“Now, we got feedback from 90
organisations, which together have 143
data centres. If we can consolidate
these data centres with the utilisation,
we will be able to save on investment,
management and maintenance.

Now there are six to seven large
firms proposingtoinvestinit. Afterwe
get all the feedback, then we’ll design
the data centre we need and then hold
auctions to get investment and oper-
ation sunder our regulation,” he said.

For the 4G auction, the 900 mega-
hertz and 1800MHz bands would be
offered according to the NBTC’s time-
frame. It could be this year.

The 2600MHz auction would fol-
low after it gets the frequency back
from MCOT and the Public Relations
Department.
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Headline: Peace TV starts broadcasting via YouTube

Peace TV starts broadcasting via YouTube

PRAVIT ROJANAPHRUK,
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

PEACE TV began broadcasting on
YouTube yesterday after the red-shirt
satellite-TV station had its broadcast
licence revoked recently by the

National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.
Red-shirt co-leader Weng

Tojirakarn, a host at Peace TV, said
there would be less viewers on the
Internet but the station expected its
older, loyal fans to eventually learn
how to watch its programmes on the
Net.

“Our identity is still that of a polit-
ical TV [station]. They cannotstopus
from discussing politics,” Weng said.

“We're for a genuinely democratic
system with His Majesty the King as
head of'state. 'm using the word ‘gen-
uine’ because there are those who

claimtobe fordemocracywhilein fact
are for dictatorship.”

Weng claimed that the National
Council for Peace Order was behind
the Peace TV ban - because it feared
the station becoming a threat to the
military regime.

He warned the NCPO that any
attempttoblock Peace TV on YouTube
would attract further negative foreign
attention to its censorship practices.

Peace TV programming has been
adjusted toadaily schedule from 9am
to midnight to suit the new medium,
said Weng, and most programmes
remain the same, though the morn-
ingnews hasbeen replaced by evening
news from 7-9pm.

Weng admitted that some viewers
aged over 50 may initially not know

howtoaccess Peace TV onthe Internet
but they were expected to eventually
learn how - as their children could
easily teach them, while Internet
access through smartphonewas much
more accessible and affordable than
in the past.

Sombat Boonngam-anong, the
Red Sunday Group leader and a host
atPeace TV, said thestation’s audience
on YouTube was a different demo-
graphic to those who watched the
satellite channel.

“The number of viewers will drop
unless Peace TV adjusts its pro-
grammes,” said Sombat, adding that
YouTube clips should be much short-
er than satellite TV programmes.

They should be more like a video
clip, no longer than 10 minutes each,

and be interactive, he said.

Sombat said he would discuss the
merits of continuing his weekly show
with Peace TV, which was previously
50 minutes.

Weng said the station would wait
for a week or two to assess the length
and format of its shows. But the pro-
gramme of Jatuporn Promphan, the
red-shirt co-leader and chairman of
the United Front of Democracy
Against Dictatorship, would contin-
ue to be two hours long.

Some people have said they would
try to access Peace TV even though
doingsowould be more difficult, while
others said it would be more conven-
ient to watch Peace TV on YouTube.

The broadcasting regulator will
work closely with the Information and

Communications Technology

Ministry to monitor Peace TV.
Sombat Leelapata, acting deputy

secretary-general of the NBTC, said
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that if his committee found illegal
activities on the onlinesite, the NBTC
and the ICT Ministry would consider
takingaction againstthe TV operator.

He explained that the NBTC had
its own regulations to govern online
content, while the ICT Ministry also
had related laws including the
Computer Crime Act BE2550(2007).

In a separate matter yesterday, the
broadcasting regulator postponed its
decision on whether to take action
against two politics-oriented satellite
TV channels, 24 TV and Fah Wan Mai,
after receiving letters of complaint
from consumers. The NBTC secre-
tary-general said his committee want-
ed to ensure it had sufficient details
before makingafinal decision onthese
matters.
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CAT agrees deal with DTAC on bandwidth

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA
CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

CAT Telecom Plc has finally reached a
formal agreement with mobile operator
Total Access Communication Plc (DTAC)
in a bid to resolve the frequency limits for
the fourth-generation (4G) auctions.

The resolution will increase the amount
ofbandwidth on the 1800-megahertz spec-
trum for the auctions in November, Infor-
mation and Communication Technology
Minister Pornchai Rujiprapa said.

After years of negotiations, CAT agreed
to allow DTAC to return its unused

bandwidth of 5 MHz to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

Initially, the NBTC planned to auc-
tion two slots of 12.5 MHz on the 1800-
MHz spectrum.

The return of the unused 5 MHz will
increase the total amount of bandwidth to 30
MHz, which can be split into two slots of 15
MHz to maximise the use of the frequency,
Mr Pornchai said.

Deputy Prime Minister MR Pridivathorn
Devalkula yesterday said 4G auctions of the
1800- and 900-MHz frequencies would take
place in November and December.

News ID: C-150512001073 (12 May 15/05:43)
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The government is also set to call a bid
for another 4G spectrum after MCOT Plc
and the Government Public Relations
Department have returned unused 2600-
MHz bandwidth to the regulator.

Sittichai Pokaiya-udom, a member of
the national digital economy committee,
said the committee chaired by Prime Min-
ister Prayut Chan-o-cha acknowledged
the NBTC’s planned 4G auctions, with no
member opposing the details.

Yesterday’s meeting officially gave the
NBTC the green light to move ahead with
its 4G auction processes after a one-year
suspension, he said.
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