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4G auctions remain on target

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The planned fourth-generation (4G) spec-
trum auctions will proceed as scheduled in
November unless a court order blocks the
event, insists the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).

The regulator made the announcement at
a public hearing yesterday on the draft auc-
tion designs for the 900-megahertz spectrum.
More than 500 people attended the hearing.

The NBTC plans to auction two licences
to provide 4G service on the 900-MHz spec-
trum, each containing 10 MHz of bandwidth.

NBTC member Prasert Silpipat said the
regulator was trying to weigh the concerns
of all parties including reserve bid prices and
licence conditions to ensure consumer ben-
efits and competitive auctions.

He expressed no concern about TOT Plc’s
labour union asking the NBTC to halt the
auctions to keep 20 MHz of bandwidth on
the 900-MHz spectrum for its own use after
its concession with Advanced Info Service
Plc expired next month.

“The auction will happen as planned in
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November. We have the authority to allocate
spectrum through an auction, as stipulated
in the Frequency Allocation Act,” Mr Pra-
sert said.

He said TOT could take legal action, but
only a court order could derail the auc-
tion schedule.

The NBTC has not set an auction date,
although it is leaning towards Nov 10, 11
or 12. It will set a date after next month’s
public hearing.

The reserve price for each licence will be
11.26 billion baht, increasing to 16.08 billion
each if only two bidders participate.

Yesterday, TOT’s labour union submitted
its formal statement to the NBTC asking for a
halt to the 900-MHz spectrum auction. The
union said TOT was granted permission to
operate a telecom service without an expiry
date by the defunct National Spectrum Man-
agement Committee.

The union believes TOT has the right to
keep operating on the 900-MHz spectrum in
the public interest and for its own use over the
long run. It plans to file a legal action against
the NBTC to suspend the auction.
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NBTC adamant on 900MHz bid

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THENATIONAL Broadcastingand Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) will press
ahead with its planned auction of telecom
licences on the 900-megahertz spectrum
despite opposition from TOT and its union.

TOT executives and members of its work-
ers unionjoined yesterday’s publichearingon
the draft rules for the upcoming auction. TOT
representatives tried to make the case that
theiragencywould face financial troubleif did
not hold the 900MHz spectrum, and asked
the NBTC to cancel the auction process.

Anushit Thoopluang, president of the
union, said TOT would transfer about Bt21bil-
lion in concession assets, including mobile
base stations and transmission networks, from
the 90OOMHz services of Advanced Info
Services (AIS) on September 30.

TOT has asked for the right to hold the
900MHzspectrum for national-security serv-
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icesuntil 2025, which iswhenits NBTClicence
expires.Winai Kaewsawan, TOT vice presi-
dent for its mobile development department,
said 30 million people were still using the sec-
ond-generation mobile services provided by
all ofthe telecoms, so TOT could handle these
services while subscribers gradually switched
to 3G or 4G.

However, Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral ofthe NBTC, reaffirmed thatthe 90OMHz
auction would go ahead in November.

During the public hearing, a representa-
tive of Total Access Communication (DTAC)
raised the idea that the NBTC should hold
auctionsforboththe 900MHzand 1,800MHz
spectraon the same day so that potential bid-
ders could plan their strategies more easily.
DTAC is interested in bidding for a 90OMHz
licence since it is the best spectrum for net-
work expansion. True Corpsaid the minimum
bid for a 900MHz licence, which has been set
at Bt11.26 billion, was too high. True said Bt7
billion per licence would be more reasonable.
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CAT gives nod
to JVs with Dtac
to end legal row

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE CAT Telecom board has official-
ly approved the state agency’s plan to
set up two joint ventures, Tower JV Co
and Fibre JV Co, with its concession
holder Total Access Communication
(Dtac).

Dtac will reportedly be required to
inject around Bt6.6 billion into Tower
JV for a 51-per-cent share.

The move, which was agreed by the
board on Monday, is part of CAT’s
efforts to settle its legal disputes with
Dtac over the ownership of telecom-
munications towers under the con-
cession.

Colonel Sanpachai Huvanandana,
CAT’s acting chief executive officer,
said the agencywould submitthisplan
for the consideration of the State
Enterprise Policy Commission, also
known as the “Superboard”, and to the
Cabinet.

“We expect that the joint ventures
will get off the ground early next year
after the Cabinet’s approval,” he said.

CAT will hold 49 per cent of each of
the two joint ventures, while Dtac will
hold 51 per cent and will gradually
inject cash into them. However,

News ID: C-150812003006 (12 Aug 15/07:43)
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Sanpachai declined to disclose the
planned registered capital ofthe com-
panies.

Tower JV Co will incorporate
around 8,000 telecom towers under
the CAT-Dtac dispute. It has been
reported that the total value of the tow-
ers is about Bt13 billion.

Sanpachai said that once the joint
ventures are established, both CAT and
Dtac would withdraw all 14 of their
legal disputes.

Hesaid CAT’sboard planned to talk
with True Corp to settle similar tele-
com-tower disputesbetween CAT and
True’s subsidiary TrueMove within
three months. CAT’s cellular-service
concession with TrueMove expired in
September 2013.

CAT posted revenue in the first six
monthsof Bt27.032 billion, with high-
er-than-expected profit of Bt2.144 bil-
lion. Earlier CAT expected only Bt255
million in profit for the whole year.

The CAT board also approved pay-
mentofahalf-year dividend of Bt1bil-
lion to the Finance Ministry, which
owns 100 per cent of the agency, next
month. The payment is being made a
month early as part of CAT's plan to
help the government during this diffi-
cult economic period.

Meanwhile, CAT will inform the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission again thatit
isentitled tokeep anidle 20 megahertz
on the 1,800MHz spectrum, held by
Dtac, until CAT’s licence under the
NBTC ends in 2025, instead of 2018
when the Dtac concession ends.
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