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Samart to sell 40%
of TOT 3G bandwidth

Loxley, five others
queuing up for the rest

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A subsidiary of Samart Corporation has
been awarded a contract by TOT Plc to
become a major mobile virtual network
operator (MVNO) for the state telecom
enterprise’s third-generation (3G) wireless
broadband service.

Under the five-year agreement, I-Mobile
Plus will have the exclusive right to 40%
of the state’s 3G network capacity to be
resold to end-users under TOT’s new 3G
business model, said TOT board chairman
Panthep Chamrasromran.

The TOT board vesterday approved
the contract, which will be reviewed every
two years.

Mr Panthep said I-Mobile Plus has to
pay TOT a guaranteed minimum revenue
of 156 million baht for the first vear and
476 million for the second.

TOT is also in talks with Loxley Plc for
the latter to retail 20% of its 3G network
capacity. For the remaining 40% of the
capacity, Mr Panthep said TOT would
require no guaranteed minimum revenue.
Prospective winners of this portion of the
capacity are 365 Communication, M Con-
sult Asia, TEC Technology, Acumen and
Jasmine Telecom Systems.

An MVNO is a company that provides
mobile phone services but does not have
its own licensed frequency allocation or
its own infrastructure.

Previously, TOT signed one-year con-
tracts with five firms to provide 3G service
under the MVNO model. They were Samart
I-Mobile, Loxley, IEC Technology, 365
Communication and M Consult Asia.
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TOT has revamped its 3G business plan
to match the current market situation
and create better market opportunities.

Mr Panthep said TOT now has 2,300
3G base stations and expects the number
toreach 5,320 in October. TOT had signed
a co-site agreement with mobile leader
Advanced Info Service to share 800 base
stations during the first stage plus an
additional 300 sites with No.3 TrueMove.

Mr Panthep said I-Mobile Plus targets
having 860,000 3G subscribers in the first
year of operations and 1.81 million in the
second year. To accommodate demand,
TOT’s board will discuss the second phase
of 3G network expansion on July 26.

Mr Panthep said TOT plans to ask the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission for permission to
use 30 megahertz of its 64-MHz bandwidth
on the 2300-MHz frequency to provide
4G LTE service.
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TOT OKAYS SIM-PLUS
BID FOR 40% OF 36
NETWORK CAPACITY

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

TOT’s board yesterday approved a bid from

Samart i-Mobile Plus (SIM Plus) to procure 40
er cent of its third-generation network capacity
or providing the service,

Meanwhile, Loxley is in talks with TOT for a
possible deal to procure 20 per cent of the state
agency’s 3G network capacity.

Board chairman Panthep Chamrasromran
said the board had approved a five-year deal with
SIM Plus, to be reviewed every two years, against
a SIM Plus request for a 12-year deal. The 4.0-
per-cent capacity of TOT's network can serve
2.88 million subscribers.

The SIM Plus deal will be effective once TOT
finishes expanding its 3G network to 4,250 bases
from the present number of more than 3,000
nationwide. The state agency’s network expan-
sion is expected to reach 4,250 bases by October.

SIM Plus will pay TOT a minimum guarantee
in the first year of B156 million and another
Bt476 million in the second year.

During the first two years, if TOT fails to come
up with a concrete plan to establish an additional
8,500 3G base stations, which is part of the sec-
ond phase of TOT’s 3G network expansion pro-
gramme, SIM Plus can propose to abort its con-
tract.

SIM Plus and Loxley are two of five compa-
nies currently providing 3G service by using
TOT’s network. The state agency asked these five
and other interested firms to propose new con-
tracts.

In the first year, SIM Plus is targeting
860,000 subscribers to its 3G wireless
broadband service, up from the present 390,000
users, before rising to 1.81 million in the second
year.
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DIFFERENT TYPES
'OF LICENCE URGED
FOR IMPORTERS,
PAY-TV PROVIDERS

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

Satellite TV set-top box traders and
content producersyesterday called for
separate licences for hardware
importers and pay-TV service
providers.

The request came after the broad-
casting committee of the National
Broadcastingand Telecommunication
Commission on Monday approved the
draft rulesto import, produce and dis-
tribute set-top boxes to pay-television
operators. The draft will go before a
public hearing and be put into effect
soon.

Niran Tangpiroontham, managing
directorof Infosat Intertrade and pres-
ident of the Satellite Dish Club, told

The Nation that the NBTC should

designtwotypesoflicences. Onewould
beforimporters, distributorsand pro-
ducers of satellite TV set-top boxesand
related parts. The other would be for
pay-TV service providers.
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Pay-TV service providers must also
be required to obtain the licence for
importing, producingand distributing
satellite TV receivers if they want to
have their own typeof receiver, hesaid.

Nowadaysthe satellite TV business
is very complicated, particularly after
conditioned access gained popularity
among local customers who want to
avoid watchingablankscreen because
of copyright restrictions on imported
content, Major content providers
GMM Grammy and RS are also now
turning to providing pay-TV services
with their own set-top boxes.

But most satellite TV households
buysatellite TV receivers, as they want
to get free access to TV programmes
transmitted both from terrestrial and
satellite TV operators.

“Sofree-to-airservicesviathesatel-
lite TV platform remain important in
the market,” Niran said. However,
Pornpan Techarungchaikul, chief
operating officer of RS, said it would
be fine if the regulations were sup-
portive of fair and free competition
amongsatellite TV businessoperators.

Napasak Kotwiboon, managing
directorof PSH Holding, the country’s
largest satellite TV trader, manufac-
turer and distributor, earlier said his
company had not been granted a per-
mittoimportsatellite equipment after
he submitted a request to the NBTC
last month. '
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