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MINISTRY IN BID
TO LET TOT KEEP
ITS SPECTRUM

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

The Information and Communica
tions Technology Ministry is seek-
ing ways for TOT to be able to keep
part of its 2.3-gigahertz spectrum
for mobile data services.

Late on Tuesday, ICT Minister
Anudith Nakornthap was to meet
with National Broadeasting and
Telecommunications Commission
chairman Thares Punsriand NBTC
vice chairman Settapong Malisu-
wan to discuss the matter. However,
this was putoffas Settaponghad an
urgent meeting with some parlia-
mentary committees to talk about
the planned auction of the 2.1GHz
spectrum. i

An ICT Ministry source said
Anudith planned to propose to the
two commissioners that the min-
istry would use 20 megahertz band-
width of TOT’s 2.3GHz spectrum
to provide mobile data services to

schools nationwide under the gov- |

ernment’s One Tablet Per Child
project. If the NBTC agrees, the
ministry will assign TOT to invest
inthe services. ‘

“The ministry also plans to dis-
cuss and coordinate on theupcom-
ing 3G-2.1GHz auction, which is
scheduled to start on October 16,
but we are very disappointed that
key NBTC [officials] didn't join
thesession” an ICT Ministry source
said.

According to the NBTC spec-
trum management masterplan, all
state agencies have to return spec-
tra whose terms have expired for
reallocation by the commission.

TOT also plans to invest in
fourth-generation cellulartechnol-
ogy, based onthe 2.3GHzspectrum,
as part ofits planned second phase
ofits 3G network expansion.

Recently the ICT Ministry and
the NBTCagreed toestablishajoint
subcommittee to coordinate and
seek solutions on 10 key telecom
issues.

Among the issues in focus is the
ministry’s proposal that the NBTC
should permit TOT and CAT
Telecom to keep their spectra after
the end of the private telecom con-
cessions. ] :
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INBrief
More join 3G bid

TELECOMMUNICATIONS: ACT
Mobile, a subsidiary of TOT Plc, is
the latest to buy the application form
for the 3G licensing auction on the
2.1 GHz frequency, scheduled on Oct
16.

It brought the total number of
potential bidders to 10, including
one subsidiary each of Advanced Info
Service and True Move, two of DTAC
and Cable Thai Holding (CTH), a
joint venture oflocal cable television
operators.

The move by ACT Mobile has
caught the industry by surprise. TOT
board chairman Panthep Chamras-
romran said he did not know about
ACT’sdecision.

Takorn Tantasit, secretary-general
of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission,
said the 10 companies are required
to attend a meeting on Friday.

They will be informed of the con-
ditions and requirements such as
qualifications, licensing process,
form-filling and documents needed
to obtain alicence.

Allbidders have to submitappli-
cationson Sept28 and putupa
deposit 0f500,000 bahteach to join
the bid.

The NBTCboard yesterday also
endorsed 12 regulations including
three drafts on broadcasting licences
and one on the importing, producing
and distributing of set-top boxes by
pay-television operators.

Theregulations will be published
in the Royal Gazette by the end of
thismonth.
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Ten to apply for 2.1GHz auction

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

Ten companies from five groups have
picked up application forms for the
National Broadcastingand Telecommuni-
cations Commission’s auction of third-
generation cellular bandwidth onthe 2.1-
gigahertz spectrum next month.,

The five groups are Advanced Info
Service (AIS), Total Access Communica-
tion (DTAC), True Corp, Cable Thai
Holding and ACT Mobile. However, only
thefirst threesay theyintend to makebids,
while CTH and ACT just want to observe
as small players. Three of the firms are in
the AIS group: Advanced Wireless
Network, Advanced Mobile Broadband
and Advanced Info Service.

Two companiesareinthe DTAC group,
DTAC Internet Network and DTAC
Broadband. The True group comprises
Real Future, TrueMove and Real Move.

CTH is a cable TV operator owned by
Wichai Thongtaeng, a former lawyer for

News ID: C-120913003084 (13 Sep 12/05:51)
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Thaksin Shinawatra, while ACT Mobileis
aTOT subsidiary.

NBTCsecretary-general Takorn Tanta-

sitsaid the commission would allow all 10
companies to attend an information ses-
sion on the auction tomorrow. All inter-
ested companies can get application forms
until September 27.

“Those wantingto bid forthe spectrum
have to submit their applications on
September 28, pay Bt500,000 for a
licence-application form, and place a
guarantee of Bt1.35 billion on that day.
The auction will open on October 16,
Takorn said.

NBTCwill announce the qualified bid-
ders on October10. Thosewhofailto qual-
ify will have a chance to appeal before the
auction takes place, The commission plans
to announce the bid winners on October
22, Tt will call bids for nine spectrumslots,
each containing 5 megahertzofbandwidth
at a reserve price of Bt4.5 billion.

Each participant can bid for a maxis
mum of 15MHz.
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DTAC keen on 3G licence envoironment

S(CLUSIUE INTERVIEW

Jon Eddy Abdullah, CEO of
Total Access Communication
(DTAC), speaks about the
upcoming auction for the
2.1GHz spectrum. He
elagorates on DTAC's
readiness for the bid.

After a long delay, the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission is finally going to put the
spectrum up for auction for third-gen-
eration cellular serviec. As the CED of
DTAG, how do you look at the prospect
of your company participating?

First of all, I think it ig great
for the nation. As you know,
many of our neighbours have
launched 3G services in prior
years and some are even moving
toward 4G, so I think from a
national level it's great that we
are finally getting to this point,
point one.

I think for the industry it is
also really good. The industry
wants to move from basic voice
and SMS [ short message serv-
ice]. That is what got us to this
point. We see Facebook, we see
social media, we see music
streaming, we see finaneial serv-
ices, radio streaming, so many -
services are ayailable for our
consumers and we just don’t
have the capacity or the upgrade
in technology to offer everything
for the Thai consumers. And they
have needs and they have
demands.

And that kind of leads us to

DTAC. We have been
preparing for this, as
you know, for several
years, We couldn’t be
more pleased that we
atre at this point. We
see that the NBTC is
tracking quite nicely
to an October auction
and we are preparing
for it and looking for-
ward to it. So I think it
is great so far.

So you expect the bidding process will
proceed smoothly? In the past there
have heen political incidents or some
obstacles.

Thailand is an interesting
country, fascinating Thailand. I
am very pleased with how the
process is going. If you go back to
December, we started with the
first movement toward this
process. The NBTC had just
come in in Q4 [fourth quarter].
They moved quickly to draft the
master plan, both in the industry
and frequency sides, We went
through public debates. Those
were confirmed in January and
February. We went through more
public debates on it. It has
moved as planned.

I am extremely impressed that

“the NBTC has started from

News ID: C-120913003040 (13 Sep 12/05:39)
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scratch and followed their
original timeline quite
well, Can anything hap-
pen? Yes. But ... four or
five weeks away things
look pretty good.

So we can expect that on
September 28, DTAC will
be making its way to the
NBTC office to submit its
application?

Absolutely. As you know, the
processes that we go through, the
pre-qualification phase, we filled
out all our applications. We feel
that it is just a part of the
process. We believe we will be
pretty qualified and we are ready
to go into the auction. We have
completed most of our funding
requirement. We will sign those
documents in the next week. So
from our financial standpoint,
we are ready. From an internal
standpoint, we are ready.

Are you concerned ahout any legal hur-
dle that might arise, because in the
past a question regarding foreign own-
ership in a telecommunication compa-
ny had been raised. Foreign ownership
has been raised from 25 per cent to 49
per cent. Are you concerned that this
question might linger on?

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/2




The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,500

Col.Inch: 52

Section: First Section/BUSINESS
Date: Thursday 13 September 2012

No: 53441 Page(s): 2A(Bottom)
Ad Value: 78,000 PRValue (x3): 234,000

Headline: exclusive interview. DTAC keen on 3G licence environment

Clip: Full Color

This has been something that
has been hanging around DTAC
for some years. We have always
felt we comply with ... we are
part of the stock exchange, that's
a very rigorous process in itself.
In 2010, we were also pre-quali-
fied for the auction. So again,
we've gone through a rigorous
process.

This year, issues were raised
again on foreign dominance and
clarity on the ownership of
DTAC. We believe that the
shareholders and what they have
done recently clarify this. The
reintroduction of our founder,
Khun Boonchai, really clarifies
this. I think it is really fair, It is
transparent. And I think if any-
one has any further question, it is
on public record. We are a Thai
company. We are ready to go.

So the next phase, after you submit the
documents, you will go through the
gualification process and eventually
the NBTC will pick the winners some-
time in mid-October. Do you expect to
be one of the bid winners?

I don’t think anyone has a
erystal ball, but I think I do have
a group of eager shareholders.
They want to move from a con-
cession environment to a licence
environment. We believe that
maturity is the transition of our
industry and something that
benefits our consumers. So I
have got eager sharcholders.
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