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BEC World director
Pravit Maleenont
(right) submits

a proposal to
NBTC secretary-
general Takorn
Tantasit asking
the regulator

to review its
recent resolution
on the Channel

3 blackout.
PATTARACHAI
PRECHAPANICH

BEC World wants review of resolutions

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

BEC World Ple, the operator of Channel
3, submitted a proposal to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) yesterday asking for
areview of the resolution that would soon
turn the analogue channel’s screen black.

NETC secretary-general Takorn Tantasit
said it would be considered by his agency’s
board next Wednesday.

He said the proposal comprised three

main topics. The first asks the regulator to
review Monday’s resolution by the NBTC's
broadcasting committee requesting satel-
lite and cable TV operators to stop broad-
casting analogue Channel 3 on their plat-
forms within 15 days after receiving aletter
from the NBTC.

The second topic is to revise the Feb 3
resolution that clarified analogue channels
must end their free status, while the last
issue seeks to protect Channel 3 until the
broadcasting dispute is resolved.

News ID: C-140913001072 (13 Sep 14/06:31)
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The NBTC will ask its legal department
whether the NBTC beard can review the
committee resolutions.

Channel 3 risks facing a blackout after
the committee’s 3-2 vote on the resolution
on Monday.

The free status of analogue Channel 3
ended on Sept 1.

Channel 3 is the only analogue channel
that does not want to migrate its content to
air digitally via a simulcast lilke the other five
channels have done already.
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The 10 board members of the
~National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission will

decide next week whether to revise
the recent order by its broadcasting
committee banning Channel 3 from

cable and satellite TV networks after
the analog channel’s operator lodged

a written petition against the edict.
>>1B

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasit, left, receies awritten petition from Pravit Maleenont, executive director of BEC

World, requesting a revision of the recent order by the broadcasting committee that Channel 3, which does not use the
new digital format, be dropped from cable/satellite TV platforms.

NBTC board
to decide next
week on

Ch 3 petition

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE 10 board members of the
National  Broadeasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) will decide next week
whether to revise the recent order
by its broadcasting committee ban-
ning Channel 3 from cable and
satellite TV networks after the ana-
logchannel’'soperatorlodged a writ-
ten petition against the edict.

“I am trying my best to avoid the
blackout of Channel 3" from
cable/satellite,” Pravit Maleenont,
executive director of BEC World, the
parent company of Bangkok
Entertainment Company, the chan-
nel’s operator, said yesterday after
handing the written petition to
NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasit.

That was all Pravit had to say to
the press before departing from the
NBTC head office.

In the petition, which is marked
to the attention of all NBTC com-
missioners led by chairman Thares
Punsri, Channel 3 requests a revi-
sion of the decision made by the
broadcasting committee on
Monday, which ordered all cableand
satellite TV operators to drop the
channel.

Channel 3 also wants a revision
ofthe “must-carry” rule imposed by
the broadcasting panel on February

News ID: C-140913003000 (13 Sep 14/07:32)
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3. That rule limits the definition of
“national free TV” to the 24 terres-
trial-based digital channels, which
freezes Channel 3 out because its
programming is in the old analog
format. Another request from BEC

.isthatifthe NBTCdecidesto accept

thisissue for consideration, Channel
3 should be kept on the cable and
satellite networks for a certain peri-
od to make sure audiences are not
affected.

Takorn said the 10-member
NBTCboard would make a decision
on the matter next Wednesday:

He added that there were three
optionsforthe board members. The
first is that they accept this request
for consideration and pass the issue

on to a subcommittee on legal
administration for consultation. A
second option is setting up a special
committee to work on the issue in
detail.

The third option is to reject the

Page: 1/2
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BEC request for consideration.
Peerapong Manakit, one of the
NBTC commissioners who agreed
totheissuance of an official order to
cable and satellite operatorstodrop
Channel 3, said the broadcasting
committee’s decision was based on
an existing law. Therefore, he
stressed, any decision by the NBTC’s
board must also be in accordance
with this law. ’
Suphab Kleekachai, chief advis-
er at ThaiTV and the Loca channel

and president of the Digital
Terrestrial TV Business Club, said
the NBTC board should remember
that the transition to digital TV was
crucial for the future of the Thai
broadcasting industry.

“Though all 24 digital terrestri-
al TV operators are not involved in
the conflict between Channel 3 and
the NBTC, wedo hopethat all mem-
bers of the watchdog will keep the
promise they made to all bidders
before the digital TV auction last
year,” Subhab said.

He said he and his colleaguesin
the digital TV business would keep
a close watch on this issue “as we
need to see a quick transition from
the analog to the digital TV era”.
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