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Headline: Regulator wants cheap 4G SIMs for poor

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Regulator wants cheap 4G SIMs for poor
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A tuk-tuk driver uses his smartphone. The telecnm regulatur has ordered AIS and True to provide 4G SIM cards for dlsabled and
low-income Thais by next March. PATIPAT JANTHONG

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Advanced Info Service (AIS) and True
Move must provide affordable fourth-
generation (4G) SIM cards for disabled
andlow-income Thais by next March, says
the national telecom regulator.

The order is subject to the terms and
conditions set out in the schedule for
the mobile licences the two companies
secured on the 1800- and 900-megahertz
spectra at last year’s 4G auctions.

AlS, through its subsidiary Advanced
Wireless Network (AWN), and True Move
via subsidiary True Move H Universal
Communication (TUC) won two 4G
licences each.

“The low-cost 4G SIM cards must pro-
vide tariff rates at least 10% cheaper than
the existing maximum 4G mobile voice
and data tariffrates capped by the telecom
regulator,” said Takorn Tantasith, secre-

tary-general of the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

The maximum tariffs for mobile phone
service on the 1800MHz and 900MHz
bands have been set at 69 satang per
minute for voice services and 26 satang
per megabyte per second (Mbps) for
data services.

“All Thais must benefit from national
resources like spectrum,” Mr Takorn said.

The auctions of 4G licences were aimed
at creating greater opportunity for com-
munication and bridging the digital divide
in the country, he said.

Mr Takorn said AWN and TUC were
informed months in advance that they had
to introduce low-cost 4G SIM card offers
by March. Both companies are required
to design a process to meet the regula-
tor’s timeline.

The NBTC is in talks with the Social

Development and Human Security Min-
istry to help register disabled and low-
income people.

“We expect to get an update on the
disabled and low-income lists across the
country by year-end and share them with
AWN and TUC,” Mr Takorn said.

He acknowledged that the definition
of disabled and low-income people will
have to be finalised in cooperation with
the ministry. A final interpretation of the
definition is expected to come in January.

Mr Takorn suggested low-income
people might be defined as those earning
less than 10,000 baht a month.

Low-income families and the disabled
mustsign up for the low-cost4G SIM cards,
he said.
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Headline: VIP numbers in February bid

Ad Rate: 1,500
NUMBERS GAME
The regulator plans to hold a February auction
for the second batch of VIP and auspicious
mobile numbers. B4
TELECOMMUNICATIONS

The NBTC held a recent auction for VIP and auspicious mobile numbers. The agency plans to offer 1,525 numbers for bidding in February.

VIP numbers in February bid

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The auction for the second batch of VIP and
auspicious mobile numbers is set to take
place in February, with up to 500 million
baht expected to be generated in revenue
for the state.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
plans to auction 1,525 mobile numbers.
Of the total, 137 numbers contain seven
identical digits each and 1,388 contain six
identical digits each.

Secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said
the NBTC has set the initial median price
for the numbers with seven identical digits
at 1.5 million baht each and those with six
identical digits at 350,000 baht each.

“We expect to approve the final draft of
the second auction in January next year,”
he said.

Mr Takorn said the second auction is
expected to attract at least 500 people,
including individuals who want a lucky

www.ignewsclip.com

number at a more affordable price than
those offered during the first auction that
took place on Nov 27.

The first auction could generate 58 mil-
lion baht in revenue to the state.

The 16 VIP and auspicious mobile num-
bers include 099-999-9999 and 088-888-
8888, the two most coveted numbers that
were set at a starting price of 20 million
baht each.

The 14 other numbers have been set a
starting price of 6 million baht each. The
numbers are 090-000-0000, 091-111-1111,
092-222-22232, 093-333-3333, 094-444-4444,
095-555-5555, 096-666-6666, 097-777-7777,
098-888-8888, 061-111-1111, 062-222-
2222, 063-333-3333, 064-444-4444 and
065-555-5555.

Only nine numbers were auctioned
off on Nov 27. There were no bids for the
seven mobile numbers comprising 088-
888-8888, 099-999-9999, 062-222-222, 093-
333-3333,063-333-3333, 092-222-2222 and
064-444-4444.
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Mr Takorn said the unsold seven
numbers will not be included in Febru-
ary’s auction. He also said the regulator
will not reduce the median price for the
unsold numbers.

“The first batch of 16 numbers served as
a benchmark for the auction in February
and the future,” he said.

The NBTC initially planned to auc-
tion more than 1,500 auspicious mobile
numbers in one go, either to be done
online or via a traditional live auction at
its headquarters.

The regulator previously wanted to out-
source the auction to a specialist to handle.
But there was no company qualified to do
s0, due to the regulator’s strict requirement
that the auctions of 1,500 mobile numbers
must generate at least 1.8 billion baht for
the state.

The NBTC finally decided to hold the
auctions of VIP and auspicious mobile
numbers by itself on a lot-by-lot basis, Mr
Takom said.
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Police abort raid on temple

LATEST DEADLINE DITCHED AS POLICE WAIT FOR SPECIAL
PERSONNEL IN BID TO ARREST PHRA DHAMMACHAYO

PIYANUCH TAMNUKASETCHAI
THE NATION

THE HIGH-PROFILE operation to arrest
Phra Dhammachayo, the fugitive former
abbot who has been ensconced in
Dhammakaya Temple for months, hasbeen
aborted due to “lack of preparedness”,
deputy national police chief Pol General
Srivara Ransibrahamakul said yesterday.

Following a five-hour meeting to pre-
pare for the raid that was scheduled for
today, the latest deadline for the monk to
surrender, Srivara said police still needed
forensic science and technology personnel
toensuretransparencyif and whenthe case
goes to court. The personnel would record
evidence for the court in the event of resist-
ance or obstruction during the raid.

Srivara declined to confirm if the oper-
ation would be conducted this week, saying
it depended on the right timing. The court-
issued search warrant authorising the raid
is valid until December 16.

“During the operation ... police will not
use weapons, so prayers should keep pray-

ing and refrain from ‘acting like criminals’...
The previous search attempt found many
people there covered their faces [while
blocking officers’ access]. I confirmed most
officers were there to keep public order and
prevent chaos by a third party,” Srivara
added.

Dhammachayo is wanted on charges of
money laundering and receiving stolen assets
linked to the Klongchan Credit Union
Cooperative (KCUC) embezzlement case.

Meanwhile, DSI deputy spokesman
Woranan Srilam refuted nine separate accu-
sations by followers at Dhammakaya
Temple in Pathum Thani.

Woranan said the DSI agreed with tem-
ple followers that they did not want to see
violence during this special time period fol-
lowing the late King’s death and the ascen-
sion of the new King, and again urged
Dhammachayo to surrender.

He said DSI investigators had not
pressed charges of soliciting donations
againstfollowers whohad raised morethan
Btl1 billion to return to the cooperative as
compensation.

He said investigators were working on
money-laundering charges, which were
criminal offences against individuals that
could not be compounded. He said most
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peopleinvolved had clarified their positions
except for the temple’s monks, who had
failed to meet investigators.

Woranan responded to asecond accusa-
tion thatpolice had charged Dhammachayo
with forest encroachment of public proper-
tyin Nakhon Ratchasima based on the opin-
ion of an unreliable witness. He said the
witness, who was fired from the civil serv-
ice, was in the process of appealing to the
Merit System Protection Commission.

The witness wasan expertinreading aer-
ial photographs and was in the process of
renewing hislicence, Woranon said, adding
that the testimony was only part of the evi-
dence that led to the prosecution.

Budget waste concern

Responding to athird accusation, Woranan
said that the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission temporar-
ily suspended the Dhammakaya Media satel-
lite TV channel upon the DSI’s request with-
out calling a hearing. He said the DSI found
the broadcast could lead to disorder and the
temple could appeal the regulator’s decision.

On a fourth accusation, he said the DSI
and police did not bully followers as officers
had performed their legal duties, which if
neglected could lead to the officers’ punish-
ment.

Woranan said a fifth concern that the
3,000-member operation would cause con-
flict and lead to resistance from Buddhists
worldwide wasunfounded. He said the actu-
al raid would use much less manpower and
officers would not use weapons, while other
officers would guard worshippersfrom harm,
including potential chaos caused by
unnamed third parties.

He agreed with a sixth claim of budget
waste and the seventh claim that the opera-
tion should not occur during the special time
period. He urged Dhammachayo to surren-
der to face justice.

He said the DSI would carefully formu-
late an action plan to alleviate concerns from
the global Buddhist community about the
“potentially violent operation against
monks”. He also warned that Buddhistorgan-
isations should be careful not to intervene in
Thailand’s internal affairs.

On a final point about officers’ attitudes,
Woranan said officers had been objective. He
said the DSI was investigating people who
allegedly attempted to incite resistance in a
manner likely to cause disturbances.
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