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KNOWLEDGE DISCOUNT
The NBTC approved a draft of licence fee

incentives for new digital television content. B2

NBTC backs
digital TV
fees draft

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
vesterday approved a draft of licence
fee incentives for new digital television
content.

The draftis intended to offer incentives
to operators who provide knowledge-
based programmes exceeding the regu-
lator’s requirements.

The first public hearing on the draft
will be held soon, said Natee Sukonrat,
the chairman of the NBTC's broadcasting
committee.

Col Natee said the draft would offer
a 15% discount on the licence fee for
broadcasters who air knowledge-based
content for more than half their broad-
casting time.

A 50% discount would apply to broad-

News ID: C-121113001083 (13 Nov 12/06:00)
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casters airing knowledge content for more
than 70% of the time.

Thelicence fee for digital broadcasting
services will charge 2% of total revenue,
plus another 2% for universal service
obligations.

The NBTC has designated 24 TV
channels for commercial broadcasting
in four groups: five standard-definition
channels providing programmes for
children and families; five standard-
definition channels of news and infor-
mation; and 10 standard-definition and
four high-definition channels for general
programmes.

Col Natee said the broadcasting com-
mittee plans to submit a draft of must-
have rules to the NBTC's board tomor-
row. If the board endorses the draft, it
will be published in the Royal Gazette.

The must-have rules are intended to
ensure that free-TV broadcasters transmit
seven international sporting events
through all broadcast platforms without
any conditions.

The events are the Southeast Asian
Games, Asean Para Games, Asian Gaimnes,
Asian Para Games, Olympic Games, Para-
lympics and the Fifa World Cup Final.

The must-have rules also apply to
the World Cup in 2014, for which RS Plc
holds the broadcasting rights through
free-TV operators.
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DIGITAL TV

LICENCE FEE REDUCTIONS GET 0K

NBTC panel approves draft rule for
lower charges under certain criteria

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

he National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission’s broadcasting

committee has approved adraft reg-
ulation on reduced licence fees for

digital terrestrial TV broadcasters if

they meet certain programming cri-
teria. :

The reductions will also apply to
operators of cable and satellite tel-
evision.

After the weekly meeting of the
NBTC broadcasting committee, its
chairman Natee Sukonrat said yes-
terday that public-service digital
terrestrial TV broadcasters would
have their licence fee cut by half if
they are able to fill more than 50 per
cent of their airtime with news,
information and edutainment pro-
grammes. The fees for community-
based service will be waived for
those making a similar commit-
ment.

Meanwhile, commercial broad-
casters able to deliver such con-
tent during at least 70 per cent of
airtime will geta 15-per-cent reduc-
tion in licence fees, according to the
draft.

Ofthe total fee, 2 per cent will be

News ID: C-121113003052 (13 Nov 12/05:37)
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for the licence itself and 2 per cent
will be apportioned for the NBTC’s
broadcasting research and devel-
opment.

The broadcasting committee
also approved the draft of a “must
have” rule, which recently sparked
a conflict between the NBTC and
media and entertainment giant RS,
which has secured the rights to
broadcast the Fifa World Cup soc-
cer tournament in 2014.

Natee said the committee insist-

ed on keeping seven international
sports events — the Southeast Asian
Games, Asean Para Games, Asian
Games, Asian Para Games, Olympic
Games, Paralympics and the Fifa
World Cup Final - to be broadcast
on free-TV channels only.

He added that if a broadcaster
held the right to air one of those
events, it must first present its needs
to the NBTC for approval.

The draft regulations on licence-
fee reductions will be submitted to
the NBTC board for approval before
going to a public hearing next
month. The draft of the must-have
rule will be submitted to the board
tomorrow and will soon be pub-
lished in the Royal Gazette.
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Column: BRIEFS: Bid winners queried

Clip: Black/White

BRIEFS

Bid winners queried

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commis-

sion's panel assigned to probe

alleged bid collusion in the 2.1-
gigahertz spectrum auction will
call in the three bid winners for
questioning today.

The panel also asked the
NBTC to extend the deadline to
complete the probe by 30 days
from the original date of
November 25.

News ID: C-121113003036 (13 Nov 12/05:37)
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WARNING ON FALSE
CLAIMS IN ADS FOR
FOOD SUPPLEMENTS

PUANGCHOMPOD PRASERT
THENATION

Exaggerated advertisements about supplementary
food can threaten the health of consumers. In some
cases, the risk could be fatal.

“We have found a number of advertisements on
satellite TV and community radio stations have exag-
gerated the benefits of certain products,” Thai Drug
Watch manager Asst Prof Niyada Kiartyingangsulee
said yesterday. She said her agency and relevant organ-
isations including the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission took steps needed
to raise public awareness about exaggerated ads and
possible negative impacts.

But there is big money in this sector. Advertising by
the food and medicine supplement industry in Thailand
was worth Bt17 billion a year from 2006 to 2009.

Panachai Pongpamarat said his relative had suf-
fered from diabetes and received treatment from a
hospital for years. The treatment had been satisfac-
tory until his relative came across an ad about Enzyme
powder.

“The advertisement says the product can cure can-
cers, diabetes, and high-blood pressure problems,”
Panachai recounted, “Repeated exposuretothe adver-
tisement finally convinced my relative to give it a try.”

Panachai said his relative stopped taking medicine
and relied on the Enzyme powder alone.

The powder was sold at Bt2,500 for 50 small pack-
ets.

“It’'s very expensive for farmers like us. But of course,
ill people want full recovery,” he said.

Two months after taking the Enzyme powder, the
condition of his diabetic relative worsened. The patient
died of kidney failure at a hospital.

“It hurts us all. A deception has killed him,”
Panachai lamented.

Drug Watch boss Niyada said Enzyme powder -
when entering human intestines - would simply
become amino, like an organic compound.

Rural Pharmacists Society chairman Panu
Chotethongvang said the Enzyme drink contained
just extracts of papaya and other fruits. “No ingredi-
ents in it have therapeutic attributes,” he said.

Panu said some unknowing victims of exaggerat-
ed ads had sold their farmland to buy products with
exaggerated benefits.

He urged people to carefully review advertisements
before fully believing their content.

“Please check whether the advertisements for sup-
plementary food and medicines have an authorisation
number. If you suspect that their benefits are exag-
gerated, please contact the Food and Drug
Administration, provincial public-health officers or
hospitals,” Panu said.
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