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Headline: Crisis looms for set-top boxes

DON'T TOUCH THAT DIAL

Shortage of satellite TV set-top boxes may be
looming due to a new NBTC rule limiting who
can import them. B3

Crisis looms for set-top boxes

—

Satellite TV set-top boxes are displayed for sale at Khlong Thom Mark

21004

et. The devices

are in danger of becoming scarcer in the near future. PATTARACHAI PRECHAPANICH

New rule limits who
can import devices

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

A shortage of satellite TV set-top boxes may
be looming due to the limited number of
importlicences by the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

The NBTC's broadcasting panel has
imposed a new rule that such licences
can be issued only to satellite TV net-
work companies.

Previously, both satellite TV platform
operators and independent set-top box
companies could import satellite set-
top boxes.

They only had to inform the regulator
which satellite networks their boxes were
compatible with.

The objective of the new rule is report-
edly to help the regulator collect more
fees from satellite TV platform operators,
which tend to use separate subsidiaries
for importing set-top boxes and manag-
ing the satellite TV network on an over-
the-air system.

With the relatively low revenue of the
subsidiaries, they paid less for the 2%

annual fee and 2% to the universal service
obligation fund as required, as the fee cal-
culation was based on annual revenue.

Manop Tokarnka, president of the Sat-
ellite TV Network Providers Club, said the
new rule threatened to cause a shortage
of satellite TV set-top boxes since no new
import licences had been issued since early
last month.

“It’s such an unfair rule,” said Somporn
Teerarochanapong, chief executive of PSI
Holdings, the country’s largest satellite TV
platform operator.

He said before the regulator enforced
the new rule, it should hold public hearings
to gather opinions from private operators
about how it would affect them.

Satellite TV network providers have
been forced to shoulder a huge financial
burden due to the NBTC's licence regime
and the emergence of digital TV, Mr Som-
porn said.

He said with competition already
intense among platforms, collecting the
annual fee based on parent companies’
revenue would increase their cost burden.

When they import set-top boxes, satellite
TV network providers will have to pay 10
baht for an import stamp and 7% value-
added tax, but the profit margin for set-top
boxes is already low, Mr Somporn said.

“It’'s not too late for the NBTC to recon-
sider this rule,” he added.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

NBTC rebuffs deal
on spectrum return

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The national telecommunications regu-
lator has rejected outright the proposed
settlement reached by CAT Telecom Plc
and mobile operator Total Access Commu-
nication Plc (DTAC) on returning unused
frequency, saying that it wants to ensure
smooth fourth-generation (4G) spec-
trum auctions.

The rejection of the proposal by the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission is aimed atavoiding
any potential risks that could expose the 4G
auctions to further delays as the process of
returning spectrum would take time, NBTC
secretary-general Takommn Tantasith said.

“We want the auctions of the 1800- and
900-megahertz spectra for 4G service to
take place in November and December as
scheduled,” he said.

The information and communication
technology minister announced CAT
recently reached a formal agreement
with DTAC to allow the mobile operator
to return its unused 5 MHz bandwidth on
the 1800-MHz spectrum to the NBTC for
the 4G auctions.

The return of the unused block will
increase the total amount of bandwidth to
be auctioned to 30 MHz, which can be split
into two slots of 15 MHz to maximise use of
the frequencies.

Initially, the NBTC planned to auction
two slots of 12.5 MHz on the 1800-MHz
spectrum, but industry experts pointed out
that a block size of 12.5 MHz would mean
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animmense waste of spectrum.

Mr Takorn said the regulator had never
received any official statement on the set-
tlement from either party.

“What we've known for a considerable
time was simply an informal agreement,’
he said.

“We don’twant to take a risk, as we don't
want to face any further delays.’

Mr Takorn also said his resignation from
his NBTC position would not affect the 4G
auction schedule, as it would not take effect
until Sept 1, two months after a public hear-
ing on details of the 4G auctions.

He said he submitted his resignation
letter last month to ACM Thares Punsri,
the NBTC chairman.

Mr Takorn insisted he was not under
pressure at the NBTC.

He also said he had no intention of seel-
ing the post of ICT minister, replacing Porn-
chai Rujiprapa.

Mr Takorn served as a deputy secretary-
general of the now-defunct National Tele-
communications Commission for two years
before being named as secretary-general of
the NBTC in 2011.

“Without me, the NBTC’s board itself
can approve all processes related to the 4G
auctions,” he said.

The board could also appoint a new
secretary-general under the existing NBTC
law, Mr Takorn added.

However, ACM Thares yesterday said he
had convinced Mr Takorn to remain at the
organisation, and Mr Takorn had agreed to
reconsider his decision.
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Headline: TOT, CAT to oversee plan for underground networks

Clip: Full Color

TOT, CAT to oversee plan
for underground networks

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TOT and CAT Telecom will act as centres to bury all telecom networks
nationwide, starting with Greater Bangkok.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission, said yesterday that TOT and CAT agreed
at a meeting with the NBTC on Monday to coordinate with all telecom
operators to move their networks to their existing and planned subter-
ranean viaducts.

Broadband policy

The National Broadband Committee chaired by Deputy Prime Minister
Pridiyathorn Devakula had recently assigned the NBTC to clear all obsta-
cles to the plan, as part of the national broadband policy.

The telecom operators will have to lease a viaduct at rates that the
state telecom enterprises will propose to the NBTC soon.

The state telecoms would also have to discuss a plan for installing
viaducts to prevent redundancies on the same routes.

TOT has 20,000 kilometres of underground telecom cabling nation-
wide, of which 12,000km are in Greater Bangkok. CAT has only 300km,
mostly in the metropolitan area.

The Bangkok Metropolitan Authority also has a project to conceal all
utility lines but needs a resolution from telecom operators on the details.
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