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CAT, True Move seek network sharing

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

CAT Telecom plans to enter into a mobile
network rental agreement with True Move
by March in a move aimed at solidifying
continuity of management by the country’s
third-largest mobile operator.

The agreement will pave the way for
the state telecom and its concessionaire
to achieve a greater level of collaboration
and partnership in network sharing, Col
Sanpachai Huvanandana, CAT’s acting
president, said yesterday.

“The network-sharing scheme will sup-
port the government’s digital economy
policy in terms of the development of hard
infrastructure,” he said, declining to offer
more details.

CAT last month also signed a

memorandum of understanding with
Total Access Communication (DTAC) for
network sharing.

The two organisations are studying
whether to set up a joint-venture company
or an infrastructure fund.

DTAC's concession with CAT to provide
second-generation (2G) mobile service on
the 1800-megahertz spectrum will expire
in 2018, while True Move's 2G concession
expired in September 2013.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
initially ordered True Move to retain its
existing 2G customers for one year. But
True Move needed to extend the retention
programme for another year to protect cus-
tomers from service disruption.

Col Sanpachai also said CAT planned
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unconditionally to end its bitter decade-
long disputes over network transfers with
its concessionaires this year.

The state telecom enterprise is still
locked in arbitration with its two conces-
sionaires — DTAC and True Move — with
combined damage claims worth more than
10 billion baht.

There are 15 disputes between CAT
and DTAC and seven involving CAT and
True Move.

Col Sanpachai said the end of the dis-
putes would open the door to mutual
business opportunities and partnerships
between parties.

Itwould also create new revenue streams
and enable CAT to become a telecommu-
nications network service provider instead
of solely a telecom operator.
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NMG urges broadcasting watchdog to probe SLC share buy-up

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION :

Nation Multimedia Group yesterday
issued an open letter appealing to
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommuni-cations Commission
(NBTC) to examine the purchase
NMG shares by Solution Corner (SLC)
and its affiliates.

Adisak Limprungpatanakij, presi-
dent of Nation Broadcasting
Corporation, the operator of Nation
TV, said action should be taken to
prevent unfair holding of shares
across different media channels.

“Like the energy sector, mediais
one of the most sensitive industriesin
terms of national security and public
interest. The NBTC should be more
active in regulating media compa-
nies, along with the SEC.” or
Securities and Exchange
Commission, Adisak said on behalf of
NMG.

Inthe letter addressed to the five
members of the NBTC's broadcasting
committee, NMG provided facts, key
information and details about stakes
now being held by SLC and affiliates.

It also explained the potential risk
of broadcasting law being breached
when SLC, which s a direct owner of
the Spring News digital TV station,
would also hold a 12.27-per-cent
stake in NMG's two digital channels -
Nation TV and Now 26.

NBTC members will talk with
SEC officials next week to determine
whether SLC's share purchase in
NMG s in line with existing stock
market rules, member.Supinya
Klangnarong said yesterday.

Referring to the rules under
which the NBTC auctioned off
licences to operate digital TV chan-
nels, Adisak said each bidder was
allowed to hold a maximum of
three licences, but could not hold
more than-one in the same catego-
ry. The aim was to prevent market
domination. Hence software
provider SLC might be violating the
rule by having a share cross-hold-
ing of more than 10 per cent.

Apart from that, SLC affiliate
Wattana Capital holds a 7-per-cent
stake in NMG and an individual also
linked to SLC holds another 9 per
cent, which combined put upto 30
per cent of NMG shares under SLC's
control.

Adisak also questioned SLC's real
intentions.

“They know that Nation TVisin
direct competition with Spring News

. TV.Why don't they spend the money

they used to acquire NMG stakesto -
improve Spring News TV's program-

b

Nation Broadcasting Corporation president Adisak Limparungpatanakij,

which consists mainly of SLC. Media
business is not an ordinary business.
The Nation needs to adhere to the
publicinterest, and we want our
shareholders to support our way of
doing business,” Duangkamol said.

Her remarks came in response to
one issued earlier yesterday by SLC.
Sherejected SLC's allegations that
NMG media outlets were scrutinising
its share buy-up out of personal
interest.

She said NMG did not deny that
the rules of capitalism allowed

far right, submits a petition to the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission; from left, commissioners Supinya
Klangnarong, Thawatchai Jittrapanun and Perapong Manakit.

ming instead?” Adisak asked.

He also said the auction rulein
question should be extended by 15
years to ensure that freedom of
media and fair competition exist.

The NBTC’s legal advisory team is
investigating the case.

Meanwhile, NMG president
Duangkamol Chotana said yesterday
that media outlets under the group
were protecting the public interest by
scrutinising the massive purchase of
its shares by SLC and its affiliates.

She added that NMG was ready
to scrutinise all investors with ques-
tionable backgrounds in order to pro-
tect the group’s freedom and inde-
pendence. :

“We have the legitimate right to
examine this group of investors,
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-~ investors to acquire shares viathe

stock market, but news media rely on
the faith of the public and members
of their staff as well as support from

- different elementsin society.

“We won't stay still. We have
seen a lot of dubious behaviour,
and it is our duty to scrutinise them
and tell the public.” She added that
guestionable actions by certain
investors had adversely affected
theThai stock market.

Earlier, SLC threatened to take
legal action against NMG organs that
carried articles accusing it of trying to
dominate media outlets via its Btl-
billion purchase of NMG shares.

Inastatement, SLC said it would
take both criminal and civil action
against these outlets aswell as
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against anyone who posted such
information online.

SLC said it would also call on
media professional groups, namely
the National Press Council, the Thai
Broadcast Journalists Association
and the News Broadcasting Council
of Thailand, to find out if NMG execu-

tives were violating any code of
ethics.

SLC added that the funds used to
purchase NMG shares came fromiits
capital increase last October and
denied allegations that it was acting
as a tool for certain political groups to
take control of news media.

Inarelated development,
Department of Special Investigation
director-general Suwana Suwanjata
has assigned her deputy Wannapong

“Kotcharag to lead an investigation

“into SLC's acquisition of NMG shares.

She explained that Wannapong
was given the job becausehe had a
strong background in banking and
financial cases. .

Meanwhile, the Stock Exchange
of Thailand and the SEC have dis-
cussed the setting up of measures to
close a loophole that may allow
unfair practices of listed firms in rais-
ing funds by issuing private place-
ment (PP) shares to specific
investors. ‘

“The measure is aimed at block-
ing unfair practice among general
investors in the capital market and at
upgrading the practice of selling PP
shares to the same standard as pub-
lic-offering shares,” SET president
Kesara Manchusree said. “The two
authorities are expected to come up
with measures soon.”

The SEC had reportedly consid-
ered launching a measure to protect
general investors.from the unfair
sale of PP shares — usually offered
below market price — by applying a
period of silence for PP investors.
The SEC wanted the companies to
explain what they would do with
the proceeds from PP share sales in
their disclosure filing.
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Nation Multimedia Group chairman Suthichai Yoon welcomes Kulthorn Kirby Plc chief executive uffwer Suraporn
Simakulthorn with his staff, after they expressed moral support for NMGin its f ght agalnst hostlie takeover moves

by Solution Corner (1988) Plc.

NATION/SUPHAKIT KHUMEKUN. 3

Nation wins support from diﬁerentareas

THE NATION

SUPPORT HAS been coming fromall
guarters for the Nation Multimedia
Group as it fights against hostile
takeover moves by Solution Corner
(1988) (SLC).
: Alarge number of peopiefrom dif-
ferent business and social groups
showed up yesterday to offer their

support inmeetings with NMG execu-
- tivesand members of staff.

; Suraporn Simakulthorn, the chief
executive officer of Kulthorn Kirby,

said NMG was one of the few media @

- groups in the country that stood by
the public;hence he wanted tostand
by it too.

V|kr0m Krornad|t chlef executlve

~ tool to support anyonein e:cchange
~_formoney,’hesaid. -~ =
. “NMGis thelast mainstre:
_medla [group]in the country thatis
standing by the principles of journal- :
- adopt measures against cross-media -
_ operationsand protect media from
takeovers by political groups. :

~ tomaintain them further”

of Amata Corporation, said he want-
ed to see The Nationnewspaper and
NMG remainindependent and free to
do their journalistic work.
‘NMG chairman Suthnch&':‘:‘(non
said the group’s efforts agaiBst SLC's
hostile takeover moves were aimed

-at rnalntalnmg medta professwnai— i
_ism.. ;

- “The medla are;nat a busmess :
dedicated to making profits.nora

ism. We have built a media culture
and work philosophy this far, and aim
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 tection of media consumers called
. the National Broadcasting and:

Suthichai aiSo .than'kéd the guests
for their gesture of support.
Sarawuth Sae-teo, director of .

! Chiang Mai Newsdaily, said altmedia
‘outlets needed independenceand -

freedom in performing their duties

and that members of NMG staff were G

renowned for their efficiency.
- Headded that this. takeover

~ wouldbedeplorableifitlateraffect-
o ed NMG'ssngnaturestyleofworkmg i

and maintainingits independence.
- AKhonKaen seminar on the p_m-

Telecommunications Commissi
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