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Headline: CAT board rejects return of 5 MHz

Clip: Full Color

SAGA CONTINUES

CAT Telecom’s board has formally rejected its
management’s proposal to return an unused
5 MHz to the NBTC without condition. B3

CAT board
rejects return
of 5 MHz

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

CAT Telecom's board has formally rejected
its management'’s proposal to return five
unused megahertz on the 1800-MHz
spectrum to the national telecom regula-
tor unconditionally for the fourth-gener-
ation (4G) auction, saying it would violate
the law.

“If the regulator wants us to return the
five-MHz block, it must allow us to provide
4G services on another unused 20 MHz of
bandwidth on the 1800-MHz spectrum for
seven years after our concession with Total
Access Communication [DTAC] expires in
2018, said CAT acting president Sanpa-
chai Huvanadana.

DTAC has 50 MHz on the 1800-MHz fre-
quency for voice service, plus 10 MHz on
the analogue 850-MHz frequency for data
service. The company uses only 25 MHz on
the 1800-MHz frequency.

Although DTAC’s concession ends

News ID: C-150714001084 (14 Jul 15/06:25)
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in 2018, CAT should be able to keep the
unused 25 MHz until 2025 in accordance
with the agency’s licence agreement, Col
Sanpachai said.

Earlier, CAT management had reached a
formal agreement with DTAC to return the
unused five MHz to the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) without condition or compensa-
tion. But CAT’s labour union recently gave
the agency’s board and management an
ultimatum to accede to its three conditions
before returning the unused block.

“We don’t want to face a legal backlash
after returning the unused block,” said the
board yesterday.

Col Sanpachai said CAT agreed the
five MHz would benefit the industry and
eliminate wasted spectrum, but felt it
should get some benefits in exchange for
the return. The NBTC insisted it does not
have the authority to pay any compensation
to state agencies for returning a portion of
spectrum before the expiry of a concession.

The NBTC board will consider approved
draft auction designs today, with a public
hearing scheduled for July 18 before the
details are published in the Royal Gazette
by October.

Col Sanpachai plans to question at the
public hearing whether the NBTC has the
authority to auction the 25-MHz of band-
width on the 1800-MHz spectrum, as it is
still part of CAT's licence.
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CAT approves bandwidth transfer but junta must allow it

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

CAT Telecom’s board hasthrown ahot
potato at the government by request-
ing it make a decision on whether the
operator can conditionally transfer for
auction five megahertz of bandwidth
held by Total Access Communication
(DTAC) on the 1,800MHz spectrum.

The board yesterday approved the
plan to transfer the bandwidth to the

National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) for auction.

However, the transfer can only hap-
penon the condition thatitbe allowed
to use the remaining 20MHz band-
width ofthis spectrum until the end of
itslicencein 2025, instead of until 2018
when the DTAC concession under CAT
expires.

Sanpachai Huvanandana, CAT act-
ing chiefexecutive officer, said that the
board asked the Information and
Communication Technology Ministry
to ask the government to make a deci-
sion on matter.

He added that the state agency
wanted to transfer the bandwidth to

News ID: C-150714003059 (14 Jul 15/06:17)
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support the auction but it needed the
governmentto makea decision or CAT
risked being sued as some parties
might view the transfer as possibly
affecting its business.

Whateverthe governmentdecided,
CAT will follow, he said.

The ministry will discuss this issue
with the ad hoc National Digital
Economy Committee tomorrow.

CAT was granted a concession to
allow DTAC to use 50MHz of the
bandwidth, of which it uses only half.

Recently CAT said thatitand DTAC
had reached an agreement to transfer

five MHz bandwidth of DTAC’s spec-
trum in the idled 25M Hz for auction.

If the NBTC adds the five MHz
bandwidthtoitsauction plan,itwould
have a total of 30MHz bandwidth of
the 1800MHz spectrum up for grabs.
The original plan was to have 25MHz
of bandwidth.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary gener-
al of the NBTC, said that since there
wasnogovernment policy on this spec-
trum transfer, the NBTC board would
today consider the original auction
plan featuring the 25MHz of band-
width.
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