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Headline: Court backs Thai TV Co in licence row
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BROADCASTING

Court backs
Thai TV Coin

licence row

POST REPORTERS

The Supreme Administrative Court has
ruled in favour of cash-strapped Thai TV
Co by accepting its lawsuit against a broad-
castingregulator’s order suspendingits two
digital TV licences in late 2015.

The court’s ruling overturns the Cen-
tral Administrative Court’s ruling that
previously dismissed the lawsuit filed by
the operator.

Thai TV filed the lawsuit against the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) order in
November 2015 suspending its digital TV
licences for Loca children’s and Thai TV
news channels, asking the court to nullify
the order.

According to the lawsuit, Thai TV said
the NBTC'’s order hurt the company’s repu-
tation and caused it damage. The company
also requested the court order NBTC to pay
compensation to Thai TV.

The court said the licence suspensions
could be interpreted as the company refus-
ing to comply with regulations that later
led toits licence revocation. As a result, the
company suffered from the NBTC's order
and had the right to file the lawsuit, the
court said.

Regarding the compensation request,
the court said the company can seek com-
pensation from the NBTC office but not
from its commissioners.

Thai TV’s two channel licences were
revoked on Feb 4 this year. The NBTC had
pressured Thai TV to pay its remaining auc-
tion fees and interest totalling 1.78 billion
baht by March 13, but the company did
not respond.

The payment wasto include the overdue
second instalment of auction fees of 288
million baht.

The NBTC claims Thai TV still has to
pay its 2% annual licence fee even with its
licences revoked. The company has not
paid it since last year.

Thai TV said it faced a loss of 1 billion
baht for running the two digital TV chan-
nels. Itblamed the NBTC for failing to facili-
tate a smooth transition to digital TV.
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Thailand Consortium: Trade Control on Weapons
of Mass Destruction related items 2017
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Winichai Chaemchaeng, Vice Commerce Minister (right) presided over the press conference on Thailand Consortium: Trade Control on
Weapons of Mass Destruction related items 2017 which will be held during July 18" — 19", 2017 at Centara Grand @ Central Ladprao

Thailand will show the preparation
onsystem to enforce a new regulatations
for exports of dual-use items (DUI ) in
compliance with international efforts
against terrorism. Itisaimed to increase
the confidence of Thailand ‘s trading
partners and prevent the country from
being subject to trade barriers.

Dual-use items are goods, materials,
technology and software that can be used
for commercial purposes but may also
have military applications or can be
used to create weapons of massdestruction
such as nuclear arms and biological
weapons

Vice Commerce Minister,Winichai
Chaemchaeng said the ForeignTrade
Department, commerce ministry will
hold the international conference with
global cooperation under the regulation
of WMD or Thailand Consortium:
Trade Control on Weapons of Mass
Destruction related items 2017 for the
first time during July 18-19 at Centara
Grand @ Central Ladprao. The
participants will be attending from
countries including the US, China,
Australia, South Korea, Germany, Japan,
Myanmar, Malaysia, Pakistan, Mongolia,
Mexico,Vietnam, Lao PDR and Bangladesh.

Itwillbe an important platform for
public relations and share experiences
on Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD)
and Dual-use Items ( DUI) management
as well as the cooperation network to
develop knowledge. Thai entreprenuers

and related agencies will comply with
the new law without trade barriers.

Currently, Thailand is amember of
the United Nations and must comply
with the UN Security Council resolution
1540 (UNSCR1540) on non-proliferation
of WMD including dual use items.
The members must set appropriate
domestic measures to regulate exports,
transit, transhipment, financial support
or any actions to develop and procure
WMD transportation.

Mr Winichai added the cabinet
approved Foreign Trade department,
the Commerce Ministry as the main
unit with six related agencies including,
the Defense Ministry controls weapons,
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission,
Custom, Medical Sciences, Industrial
Works departments, and Office of
Atomic Energy for Peace to develop
the goods management system of DUI
in line with international principles.

The Commerce Ministry announced
the start of law enforcement about
1,200 items will be controlled DUI
Exporters wanting to sell products on
this list need to seek permission from
the government. For products that are
not on the list, exporters will need to
get certification that they are not DUI
items.

To help exporters, the ministry has
introduced an electronic system to
support exporters known as e-Trade

News ID: C-170714001046 (14 Jul 17/05:26)

‘f?iQN ewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

#= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

Management of Dual-use items.
Through this system, exporters can
determine whether goods are dual-use
items under UNSCR 1540.

“Thailand’s law enforcement to
regulate WMD and DUT efficiently will
well —respected from foreign investors
and traders to ensure that Thailand has
not supported any terrorism. Thailand
will have an opportunity to be the
transhipment center for DUTin the upper
of ASEAN region.” Mr Winichai said .

For examples of dual-use items
included carbon fibre, which can be
used to make tennis and badminton
racquets, to help produce a nuclear
weapon, maraging steel, which can be
used to produce a golf club and go into
missiles. Biological weapons for example,
fermenters for making beverages could
also be used to create microbiological
cultures to cultivate pathogens that
could cause serious epidemics such as
Sars or anthrax.

Goods that will be subject to the
new DUI control measures include
electronics, electrical appliances,
computers, plastic, moulded rubber,
mechanical machines and certain
manufactured materials. This system
is expected to fully launched before
the DUI law comes into effect on
January 1, 2018.
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