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Jas Mobile budgets Bt50 billion to bid for 1800MHz licence auction

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

JAS MOBILE BROADBAND, a newly estab-
lished subsidiary of Jasmine International,
has set aside a budget of at least Bt50
billion to join the bidding for 1800 MHz
licences and for the rollout of the 1800
MHz network.

“We'll join the bidding for sure and
we're serious about acquiring a licence,”
said Sombat Punsiripat, a director of Jas
Mobile.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)

said the bidding for the two 1800 MHz
licences will take place on November 11
and itis in the process of finalising the auc-
tion date of the two 900 MHz licences.

Jasmine set up Jas Mobile last month
to compete for the mobile phone service
business.

Sombat said the company’s top priori-
ty was to bid for the 1800MHz licence, as
it is the present standard spectrum for
providing 4G wireless broadband service.
Jas Mobileis confident it can compete
with other potential bidders, which are
likely to be the three major mobile phone
service operators.

News ID: C-150914003091 (14 Sep 15/06:08)
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The bid documents for the 1800MHz
licences have already been picked up by
seven companies: Advanced Wireless
Network, DTAC Trinet, DTAC Broadband,
TrueMove H Universal Communication,
Hutchison Telecommunications
(Thailand), Real Move and Jas Mobile.

On Friday, True Corp filed to the Stock
Exchange of Thailand its board resolu-
tions to authorise its wholly owned com-
pany, TrueMove H Universal
Communication, to participatein the auc-
tions of 1800 MHz and 900 MHz licences.

Sombat said that if Jas Mobile can
acquire a licence, it aims to secure around

3 million subscribers to the 4G service
within a year of operations by tapping 1.8
million existing broadband subscribers of
Jasmine’s broadband Internet service
provider Triple T Broadband. The number
of Triple T's broadband Internet sub-
scribers is expected to reach 2 million
households soon and each household
might have around 5 members.

He said Jasmine group has many
options to fund the 4G service business
development, including seeking a strate-
gic partnership and cash from Jasmine
Broadband Internet Infrastructure Fund
(JASIF).
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NBTC gives the
nod to DTAC’s
1800 MHz plan

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE TELECOM committee of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission has approved a
request from Total Access
Communication (DTAC) to
upgrade the company’s existing
1800MHz frequency to provide a
4G wireless broadband service.

Telecom commissioner Prawit
Leesatapornwongsa said that
approval was given on the condi-
tion that the upgrade must not
impact CAT Telecom’s plan to
transfer SMHz of the 25MHzidle
bandwidth of 1800MHz held by
DTAC to the NBTC for auctionin
November.

CAT granted the concessionto
DTAC to wuse 50MHz of
1800MHz to provide a conven-
tional cellular service. DTAC cur-
rently uses only the first halfof the
bandwidth, which it wants to
upgrade to provide the 4G
service to enhance its existing
4G service on the 2.1GHz fre-
quency.

Of the remaining idle 25MHz
of 1800MHz, CAT will transfer
5MHz to the NBTC to auction
and wants to use the remaining
20MHz to provide its own 4G
service.

CAT hasrequestedthe NBTC’s
permission for the proposal.
However, the Cabinet has yet to
look into the CAT request.

DTAC chief executive Lars
Norling said that getting the
approval to upgrade the compa-
ny’s existing 1800MHz was good
news forthe telecom industry and
consumers.

News ID: C-150914003074 (14 Sep 15/06:06)
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DTAC is looking forward to
receiving formal approval from
the committee, he added.

Prawit said that DTAC’s plan
to upgrade the frequency to offer
a 4G service must not affect the
NBTC plan to reshuffle the
1800MHz band positions of
DTAC, TrueMove and Digital
Phone Co.

Currentlythe entire IS00MHz
range begins with TrueMove,
which is positioned close to the
first 25MHZ of DTACs
1800MHz, then that of Digital
Phone and the idle 25MHz of
DTAC’s 1800MHz.

The reposition is part of
NBTC’s plan to auction the com-
bined 1800MHz spectrum bands
of TrueMove and Digital Phone
on November 11.

A Ministry of Information and
Telecommunications Technology
source said that the ministry
would submit for the Cabinet’s
consideration on September 23
CAT’s plan to hand over the
5MHz of 1800MHz to the NBTC
and its plan to use 20MHz of the
1800MHz to provide a 4G serv-
ice.
If the Cabinet gives the nod to
the state agency’s plan, the min-
istry would inform the NBTC
before September 25, the source
said.

The NBTC originally planned
to call a bid of the combined
25MHz  of 1800MHz of
TrueMove and Digital Phone
Co on November 11, featuring
twolicences, each with 12.5M Hz.

If CAT hands over DTAC’s
5MHz of 1800MHz to the NBTC
for auction, the watchdog would
have atotal of 30MHz of the spec-
trum for auction, which would
feature two licences with 15MHz
each.

The NBTC has set September
25 as the deadline for CAT to
hand overthis 5SMHz bandwidth.
If CAT fails to do so, the NBTC
would resume the original auc-
tion plan by auctioning only
25MHzbandwidth of 1I800MHz.
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