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Headline: AIS worker fired over personal data breach

Clip: Full Color

AIS worker
fired over
personal
data breach

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Mobile leader Advanced Info Service
(AIS) dismissed an employee yes-
terday for leaking a customer’s call
data record.

The move by AIS was in response toa
message posted on community website
pantip.com on Monday night by an AIS
customer who said she had her call data
record (including the user’s locations and
incoming and outgoing calls) stolen.

The affected client complained that
shewas shocked toreceive from another
person an Excel
file contain-
ing the records
of phone uses,
the number of
incoming and
outgoing calls,
and locations
of the phone
number she
had registered
her husband.

Wilai: Police to probe
Shealso com-  motive for leak

plained that she

had earlier contacted the AIS call centre
and its branches, but did not receive
adequate support.

AIS senior vice-president Wilai
Kiangpradoo confirmed the dismissal,
saying the data leak violated the compa-
ny's policy on clients’ privacy and safety.

The country’s largest mobile opera-
tor also lodged a complaint with the
police against the employee, saying the
action was in breach of the company’s
policy on customers’ personal informa-
tion security.

“The company has not found out
the employee’s motive for the leak and
is waiting for the police investigation,”
she said.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of the National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC),
suggested the affected client should also
file the complaint with the commission’s
office because the commission had a
regulation requiring every telecommu-
nications operator to protect customers’
personal data.

The Telecom Business Actand the Fre-
quency Allocation Act stipulate that an
operator violating the regulation is liable
to imprisonment of up to five years.

News ID: C-160914001051 (14 Sep 16/06:04)
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Headline: Broadcasters get break on TV licence fee rates

Clip: Black/White

Broadcasters get break

on TV licence fee rates

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission is expected today
to extend a lifeline to strug-
gling TV broadcasters by
approving reduced rates for
their annual licence fee.

“This is part of the plan to
help the broadcasters survive
the economic downturn,”
Natee Sukonrat, chairman of
the Broadcasting Committee
under the NBTC, said yester-
day.

The new rates will be effec-
tive soon, after publication in
the Royal Gazette. They will
be applicable to all types of
broadcasters

The present rate is a fixed 2
per cent of gross revenue.

The new rate will be pro-
gressive, stepping up from

News ID: C-160914003071 (14 Sep 16/06:16)
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0.50 per cent for revenue up to
Bt5 million, to 0.75 per cent
for revenue between Bt5 mil-
lion and Bt50 million, 1 per
cent for revenue between Bt50
million and Bt500 million,
1.35 per cent for revenue
between Bt500 million and
Bt1 billion and 2 per cent

for revenue exceeding Bt1 bil-
lion.

Natee said the new rate
might bite into the NBTC’s
revenue, but it should help
small and medium stations
keep their heads above water
amid the gloomy economic sit-
uation.

Last year, the NBTC col-
lected about Bt580 million
from broadcasters, including
digital, satellite, pay and
Internet Protocol TV opera-
tors.

About 70 per cent of broad-
casters posted revenue lower
than Bt5 million last year.
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MEA spearheads underground power distribution

program with demolition of power poles on Rajvithi
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position as a leading ASEAN metropolis,

Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA) has
signed a memorandum of cooperation to transform the
existing overhead system of electricity and communications
cables to be an underground system within MEA's area of
responsibility. Parties to theagreement include the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration (BMA), the Royal Thai
Police, TOT Public Company Limited and the Office
of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC). The first phase of this project will
cover a total route length of 127.3 kilometers.

To ensure that Bangkok is ready to take its

Most recently, MEA and the four agencies jointly
announced the demolition of power poles in the Rajvithi
Road area in accordance with the plan at a meeting at
Pramongkutkhlao Hospital.

MEA has received good cooperation and support
from concerned agencies, which is integral to the
efficient progress and successful outcome of the scheme.
Demolition of the power poles represents the final stage
of the project following system design, construction of
manholes and the medium-voltage electrical conduit
system in preparation for installation of the medium-volt-
age cables, construction of conduits for low-voltage
power lines along the pavements as well as conduits for
communications cables. The operation concludes with
installation of new street lights and finally demolition
of the power poles. The Rajvithi Road project, which
has been undertaken successfully and in accordance
with plans, will serve as a prototype model for similar
integrated operations in future. Experience and information
gained from the project will be used to ensure successful
outcomes in subsequent projects. Following completion
of the project, the stability of the power distribution
system will be improved, the area will be beautified and

160914003015 (14 Sep 16/06:00)

the possibility of power outages caused by accidents and
natural disasters will be greatly reduced, safeguarding the
lives and property of the public.

MEA has previously replaced overhead power lines
with underground systems in several areas within its
area of responsibility, including Silom, Pathumwan,
Chitrlada, Phyathai, Phaholyothin and Sukhumvit, and is
currently undertaking similar projects at Nonsi, Rama I11,
Ratchadaphisek-Asok and Ratchadaphisek-Rama IX as
well as along major roads, mass transit system routes and
in areas of major public facilities and business districts.
High-voltage transmission lines are being undertaken first
followed by low-voltage lines. This long-term project is
being undertaken over a period of 10 years (2016-2025)
with a total investment cost of Bt48.717 billion.

The operational framework for the project is to be
completed within five years, according to the government’s
specifications. MEA will speed up operations in order to
complete the projects within schedule in areas without
obstacles except for certain areas that overlap with projects
of the Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA),
which will require a joint plan of action.

Inall projects, MEA provides effective communications
channels and information to facilitate understanding and
cooperation from anyone who may be affected in the area,
which will in turn ensure smooth and efficient operations.

Additional areas to be undertaken in 2016 after the
Rajvithi Road project include Ratchaprarop, Sri Ayudhya,
Yothi, Petchaburi, and Ramal Roads. MEA and all related
agencies will make every effort to expedite the work with
the least possible impacts to the local people.
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Prajin draws praise as ICT pick

Deputy PM takes reins
at ministry in transition

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The private and public sectors yesterday
hailed the cabinet’s approval of Deputy
Prime Minister Prajin Juntong as acting
minister of the Information and Commu-
nication Technology (ICT) Ministry, saying
he isthe best person for the post during the
current transition period.

ACM Prajin will also serve as acting min-
ister of Thailand’s new Digital Economy
and Society Ministry, replacing the ICT
Ministry, until the government selects a
new minister.

The outgoing ICT minister, Uttama
Savanayana, tendered his resignation to

Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-
cha on Monday.

Ahigh-ranking ) L
military source
said the govern-
ment is weighing
three candidates
to become the
new minister:
vice-chairman
Settapong Mal-
isuwan and sec-
retary-general Takorn Tantasith of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission, and a senior Finance
Ministry official.

Maj Gen Sansern Kaewkamnerd, a
spokesman in the Prime Minister’s Office,
said the Digital Economyand Society Min-
istry will be officially established after pub-
lication in the Royal Gazette.

Takorn: Nanie raised
for new minister job

The new min-
istry will take
over all responsi-
bilities from the
ICT Ministry, the
National Statistics
Office, the Thai
Meteorological
Department, the
Software Indus-
try Promotion
Agency, the Elec-
tronic Transac-
tions Development Agency, Thailand Post,
TOT Flc and CAT Telecom.

The National Disaster Warning Center
will be transferred from the ICT Ministry's
supervision to the Interior Ministry, as the
latter will better serve the critical role of
national alerts in times of catastrophe.

The new ministry will have two
new ministerial agencies to serve the

Settapong: Also under
consideration

development of the digital economy:
the National Digital Economy Commit-
tee and the Digital Economy Promo-
tion Agency.

The National Digital Economy Commit-
tee will be chaired by the prime minister,
while the routine tasks of the agency will
be supervised by asecretary-general tobe
appointed by the government.

For the Digital Economy Promotion
Agency, the management structure will
be in compliance with the strictures of a
public organisation.

The agency will play a role in promot-
ing and developing activities and projects
related to the enactment of digital econ-
omy policy.

The military source, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity, said the appointment
of ACM Prajin would pave the way for a
clear transition process with the establish-
ment of the new ministry.
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A draft bill to create the new ministry,
still in need of approval by the National
Legislative Assembly, is expected to take
effect in October.

Another source at a state telecom
agency said ACM Prajin has monitored
ICT issues and served as a key member of
the National Council of Peace and Order.

“He is the most appropriate person to
take the post during the transition period of
the ICT industryand serving the country’s
digital economy and Thailand 4.0 polices,’
the source said.

A mobile company executive who
declined to be named said infrastructure
projects such as the national broadband
network and submarine cable must move
forward quickly.

Another source at a telecom company
agreed: “We need an ICT minister who can
malke clear-cut decisions to push these pro-
jects ahead as planned.”
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ITU TELECOM WORLD 2016

Accelerating ICT innovation to improve
lives faster. The global event for SMEs,
corporates and governments.

14-17 November 2016
@ IMPACT Exhibition and Convention Center
Bangkok, Thailand

telecomworld.itu.int
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ITU TELECOM WORLD 2016

Accelerating ICT innovation to improve
lives faster. The global event for SMEs,
corporates and governments.

14-17 November 2016
@ IMPACT Exhibition and Convention Center
Bangkok, Thailand
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