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TOT pulls in
31 tenders for
national grid

Winners to supply
broadband network

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

As many as 31 tenders have submitted
bid documents containing both the price
proposals and technical proposals to
supply fibre-optical broadband equip-
ment to TOT Plc for installing the national
broadband network across the country.

The average cost of the submitted bids
were 20% lower than the reserve price set
by the state telecom enterprise.

TOT called bidders to submit bidding
documents on Friday.

The state enterprise will be publicly
announcing the qualified bidders on Feb
23, which will be determined based on the
price and technological details, said TOT
president Monchai Noosong,.

Among the bidders, Forth Corpora-
tion submitted the lowest bid price at 1.65
billion baht to supply optical fibre cable,
which accounts for half of the broadband
networking system.

TOT setthe reserve price for the optical
fibre cable at 2 billion baht.

There are five key hardware com-
ponents of the broadband networking

system: optical fibre cable, optical line
terminals (with a reserve price of 1.4 bil-
lion baht), distribution networks (310
million), indoor and outdoor switching
systems (286 million), and wireless access
points (251 million).

Advanced Information Technology
proposed the lowest price for supplying
optical line terminal at 685 million baht.
The company also proposed the lowest
price for switching systems at 169 mil-
lion baht.

SET-listed SVOA Plc proposed the
lowest price for wireless access points at
240 million baht.

“We will consider the qualifications
of each tender in the areas of technical
proposal, before deciding who will be the
bid winners,” Mr Monchai said.

He said the installation of the national
broadband network to cover 24,700 vil-
lages across the country is expected to
require almost 10 billion baht.

The government initially planned to
install broadband to cover 40,432 villages
in remote areas, 24,700 of which will be
handled by TOT with an investment cost
of 15 billion baht.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission will
handle the installation for the remaining
15,732 villages using the universal service
obligation fund for investment.

An electrician walks above tangled power, cable TV and telephone lines during
maintenance work on Ngam Wong Wan Road.WICHAN CHAROENKIATPAKUL
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AIS and True must lodge more
details on MCOT pay-TV test

WATCHDOG SEEKS INFORMATION ON INVESTMENT, TECHNOLOGY

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE OFFICE of the National
Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission has
asked Advanced Info Service
(AIS) and True Corp to submit
more details on their plans tojoin
with MCOT for test-airing pay TV
on their mobile-phone networks
using MCOT’s 2.6-gigahertz
band.

AIS subsidiary Advanced
Wireless Network (AWN) and
TrueMove H Universal
Communication (TUC)had asked
the NBTC to allow MCOT to use
their mobile network codes on
their long-term-evolution (LTE)

fourth-generation networks for a
trial run of broadcasting pay TV
on the 2.6GHz band.

The NBTC officewants tolearn
more details of the planned test
to consider whether it should
grant the request. The network
code allows telecom operators
to identify their networks when
communicating with one anoth-
er.

AWN on February 1 asked the
NBTC for a permit for this joint
use of its network code by MCOT,
while TUCmade asimilarrequest
last Friday.

After receiving their requests,
the NBTC asked both telecom
operators to present their techni-
cal details about the test, plus

News ID: C-170214003002 (14 Feb 17/06:14)
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related investment plans and
details on the technology needed
to operate the test. It also wants
them to clarify whether the
planned test complies with its
broadcasting and other regula-
tions.

Lack of clarity over rights

ItisunclearifMCOT hasrights
to the 2.6GHz band. The NBTC
panel assigned to study state
agencies’ spectrum ownership
ruled recently that MCOT no
longer had rights over the band,
contradicting an earlier NBTC
board ruling.

In the middle of last year,
MCOT asked AIS, Total Access
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Communication (DTAC) and
Truetojoininthetestairing ofthe
pay-TV service on 2.6GHz but
only AIS and True agreed to take
part. DTAC declined to partici-
pate based on the view that the
NBTC allows MCOT to use the
band only forabroadcasting serv-
ice.
Then MCOT reached an
agreement with AIS and True
Corp for both telecoms to set up
the LTE network for MCOT to
test-broadecast the pay-TV signal.

MCOT asked for the network
code for the first time last
Novemberbutthe NBTC’s broad-
casting committee declined to
grant to it, citing that the code is
only for telecom operators. The
lack of a network code means
MCOT cannot test provide the
pay-TV service on the LTE net-

News ID: C-170214003002 (14 Feb 17/06:14)
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work using 2.6GHz.

MCOT reportedly wants to
test-use 2.6GHz to confirm its
ownership of that spectrum to
NBTC. This would enable MCOT
to be compensated when it
returns part of the spectrum to
the NBTC.

According to the new draft of
the Frequency Allocation Act, also
known as the NBTC law, state
agencies will be allowed to return
unused spectrum bands to the
NBTC for auction and get com-
pensation.

A telecom-industry observer
said telecom operators were keen
to partner with state agencies
to co-use their spectra.

This would pave the way for
them to gain additional band-
width without the need to bid for
pricey spectrum licences.
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