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Whither 3G?

Asked directlyifitwas OK to go ahead
with the 3G auction on Tuesday, the
Central Administrative Court mulled it
over and thought and considered and
answered: Maybe. Opponents filed
lawsuits charging that the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) was incompetent,
illegal or both. The court refused on
Friday to halt Tuesday’s auction, butit
alsorefused to authorise it—and judges
reserved the right to cancel it tomorrow,
24 hours ahead of the event. In effect,
the auction will actually do little more
than collect billions from AIS, Dtacand
True Move. Butwithoutit, 3G service
will remain spotty and unreliable. Ina
filing to the court, the NBTC made the
remarkable claim that every day without
3G service costs the country 192 million
bahtinlost business and efficiency.
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THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

Sadists go wild starting today at the
nine-day Phuket Vegetarian Festival,
best known for participants who drive
huge needles, spikes and stakes into
and through their bodies, and hold a
parade aboutit. It’s the extreme end of
the Buddhist-based festival,
emphasising vegetarian food and
protection of all animals.

The Philippines will decide today whether
to take Thailand back to the World Trade
Organisation over cigarette sales. The
WTO ruled in May that Thailand was
putting up unfair barriers to Philippine
cigarettes, and ordered new laws or
regulations in the name of fair trade.
The sixth UN session on transnational
organised crime begins today in Vienna,
and will almost certainly have the
problem solved by the time of Friday’s
press conference.

TUESDAY

Unless the Administrative Court put the
brakes on the process yesterday, the Big
Three Thai mobile phone providers will
pay huge amounts of money to the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission today
for the right to extract fees from you for
3G phone service. That's the plan,
anyway, but there is no shortage of
gadflies and Concerned Citizens who
will try to stop the auction —again —
right up to the moment it starts.

US President Barack Obama and
wannabe president Mitt Romney hold
the second of their three, 90-minute,
face-to-face debates this morning at 8am.
Itis potentially the least interesting, a
contrived ‘‘town hall” meeting where
candidates take “random’’ questions
from supposedly randomly chosen
supposedly undecided voter-citizens in

the audience and via the internet.
Poland face England tonight (tomorrow
morning if you prefer) in a World Cup
2014 qualifier. Match time is 3am.

WEDNESDAY

The policy committee of the Bank of
Thailand meets today. There is a sure-fire
chance thatitwill lower 2012 forecasts
for expected economic and export growth.
It's the first day oflegal reckoning for
seven people arrested in Australia nearly
three months ago. Their first court
hearing will detail how Sydney airport
customs officials busted them with a
claimed US$525 million (16.1 billion baht)
worth of drugs —252kg of heroin and
306kg of ya icehidden inside Thai
terracotta jugs. Two weeks after the bust,
Thaipolice arrested Chiang Mai
businessman Saharak Angkanitas the
alleged fixer for the group.

THURSDAY

Policy wonks, wide-eyed UN bureaucrats
and a handful of schemers will wind up

a five-day meeting in Dubai today, where
they planned a coup against the internet.
Powers within Telecom World 2012 want
an internet that follows the standards of
its most oppressive and censorious
members. If they succeed, users worldwide
will have to play by the rules set by Iran
and Russia. Let's hope they fail.

Book Expo Thailand 2012 opens a 10-day
run at the Queen Sirikit National
Convention Centre because, well, what
othersort of expo could hope to succeed
among the book-lovers of Thailand?

FRIDAY

Anew session of the Myanmar parliament
gets down to business today. At press
time, however, it wasn’t exactly certain

what that businesswould be.

The 34th Bangkok International Gifts
and Bangkok International Houseware
Fairis open today until Sunday at Bitec
Exhibition and Convention Centre at
the top of the Bang Na-Trat highway.
ThaiAirAsia begins direct flights to Xi’an
today. If you want to see the terracotta
warriors, you can now get there quickly.
On Mars, the USrover Curiosityis to
arrive at a quadrant in the Mount Sharp
area called Glenelg. It takes itsname
from Canada— Glenelgis where
geologists study North America’s oldest
rocks. Butin Scotland thereisalsoa
town called Glenelg, and the townsfolk
have scheduled alarge party, simply
because they can.

SATURDAY

Avyear ago today, the Libyan strongman
Moammar Gadhafi fell. No, really, he

fell and never got up again. Libya has
lots of problems, butit’s better off.
Thailand’s long nightmare without
English Premiership football ends at
6.45 this evening, when Chelsea and
Tottenham resume the Premier League.
Liverpool, Fulham, West Ham et al play
at9pm. except Norwich vs Arsenal,
whichisat11.30pm.

Some Bangkok streets will be closed at
midnight for a charity run —yes, that’s
right, midnight. The Amari Watergate
at Pratunam is a chiefsponsor. There
are runs of sixkilometres and 12km
and lots of time to sign up if you call
the hotel or email
watergate@amari.com.

No 2-ranked Pungluang Sor Singyu
travels to Manila to face hometown
favourite A] ““Bazooka’ Banal this
evening. The winner gets the vacant
World Boxing Organisation
bantamweight title.
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3G AUCTION
FACES NEW

CHALLENGE

Green Politics
group will ask
court to halt
bidding if reserve
price not raised

SOMRUETHAI SUBSOMBOON
THENATION

uriyasai Katasila, chief coordina-
torof'the Green Politics group, has
threatenedtofile another petition

with the Administrative Court seeking
an injunction blocking Tuesday’s auc-
tion of 3G, or third-generation, telecom
‘licences.

The courtlastweek had acceptedtwo
similar petitions. They seek an injunc-
tion on grounds that consumers’ rights
would beinfringed upon ifthe multi-bil-
lion-baht auction goes ahead without
changes to its rules and regulations.

Suriyasai said yesterday that if the
court did not issue the injunction today,
the Green Politics group would submit
another petition to the court seeking
suspensionofbidding for 3G licences on
grounds that the Bt4.5-billion reserve
priceforaslotinthe 2.1-gigahertz spec-
trum is too low.

The National Broadeasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) is offering a total of nine 5-
megahertzslots to bidders. Consultants
from Chulalongkorn University recom-
mendedareserve price of Bt6.44billion
per slot. i

Suriyasai said that by failing to fol-
lowtherecommendation, the NBTChad
endangered the public interest.

T Gl By

“The NBTCshould amend the start-
ing price before it starts the auction
process; it can be done in a few days.
Within a week the auction could take
place. We are taking this action to pro-
tect the public interest. We do want to
have the new 3G network,” he said.

Earlier, Anuparb Tiralarp, an inde-
pendent academie, and a consumer-
protection groupfiled petitions with the
court seeking an injunction against the
October 16 auction.

Unless the court issues an urgent

ordertosuspend thebidding, theNBTC
will go ahead withithelong-delayed aue-
tion at around 9am on Tuesday.

The auction of 3G telecom licences
was suspended once before - about two
years ago, when the court issued a last-
minute injunction citing the unconsti-
tutionality of the bidding process.

The court said the National
Telecommunications  Commission
(NTC) - the NBTC's predecessor — was
notempowered under the Constitution
to hold the auction. In its ruling, the
court said the charter clearly states that
the country needs to set up a combined
regulatory body for both the telecom
and broadcasting sectors before anyauc-
tion of the scaree radio frequencies for
telecom and related uses can be held.

According to Suriyasai, the NBTC

"hadnosoundreasontoreduce thestart-
ing price for spectrum bids by nearly
Bt2 billion per slot - or 30 per cent.

Suthipol Tawee-chai-karn, a mem-
ber of the NBTC in charge of the aue-
tion, said a further delay of the bidding
would lead to a loss of economic and
business opportunitiesamountingtoan
estimated Bt210 million per day.

But Suriyasaisaid the country would
lose more if the NBTC went ahead with
the excessively low prices for licences,

which will be valid for the next 15 years.

Critics say the bidding criteria also
appears to have facilitated collusion, as
all three major telecom providers in the
countryare qualified tobidin ascenario
thatislikelytosee each ofthem getthree
of the nine spectrum slots.

“In other words, it's a neat legal col-
lusion scheme. All 11 members of the
NBTC are well aware that the public
have high expectations of their integri-
ty and handling of this erucial auction,
so they may also expect people to file
complaints with the anti-graft body if
there is corruption and collusion,”
Suriyasai said.

Besides the multi-billion-baht fees
from auctioning off the spectrum, the
process will lead to estimated invest-
mentinadditionalequipmentandinfra-
structureto thetune ofmorethan Bt100
billion in the coming years. The invest-
ment will boost data transmission
speeds to atleast 2 megabits per second
- 5 to 6 times faster than the current
network, proponents say.
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Clip: Full Color

LOSERS

Sorayuth vs business

Therest of the world was worried about
aToyotarecall of 7.4 million cars that
might catch fire if they're not fixed
urgently. Thailand was upset that Toyota
might or might not boycott the famous
news anchor Sorayuth Suthassanachinda.
Sorayuth has been charged with
corruption, specifically embezzling money
inaTV deal. A group known as the Anti-
Corruption Network has called on BEC
World (Channel 3) to “take astand’’ —
English translation, whip Mr Sorayuth’s
programmes off the air. Toyota Motor
Thailand chairman Pramon Sutivong
doesn’t want to take astand, afterall.
Heaven forbid that big business has to
pick between supporting Sorayuth with
advertising money, or pre-judging him
as acrook before anylegal proceedings.
The National Broadcastingand
Telecommunications Commission finally
came up with the solution: Itis “an ethical
grey area” whereit can’t be involved.

News ID: C-121014001016 (14 Oct 12/08:44)
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