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THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

Minnows Thailand face the sharks of
Germany tonight in the Women'’s World
Cup — actually tomorrow morning at
3am. It could mark the end of Thailand'’s
first-ever World Cup of football.

It's the deadline for Thai TV Co to offi-
clally not pay the digital TV licence fee it
says it can’t pay. The eternally interesting
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC), learning
that Thai TV's president Pantipa Salul-
chai had announced she can't and won't
pay, gave her until today to not pay.

The government is to sell foreigners
another million tonnes of rice from the
stocks it claims are green, mouldy and
inedible. It will bring official govern-
ment sales from the Yingluck stores to
three million tonnes; most rice is sold by
private firms. Another 1.6 million tonnes
will be sold out of the unfit warehouses
before August.

TUESDAY

Today is the drawing of the first lottery

in which every ticket sold was at 80 baht,
because the government said so.

It's the final day of the SEA Games, Singa-
pore. Men's volleyball, water polo and all
badminton finals will conclude the sporting
events, right before the closing ceremony.
The 29th session of the UN Human Rights
Council opens in Geneva this morning,
honouring a group only a diplomat
could love.

Britain will celebrate the 800th anniversary
of the Magna Carta, and many other coun-
tries should join in. On Thursday, the British
will be chortling over the 200th anniversary
of the Battle of Waterloo, where Napoleon
met his, um, Waterloo, in Belgium.

WEDNESDAY

The Scala cinema hosts a charity showing
of The Epic of Everest this evening. Tickets

www.ignewsclip.com

are 200 baht, with proceeds headed

for Nepal earthquake relief. The 1924
silent film (subtitles in Thai and English)
records the climbing deaths of Andrew
Irvine and George Mallory, just before
reaching the summit.

The US central bank, known as the Fed,
begins a two-day meeting this morning
that could raise interest rates — and crash
the Stock Exchange of Thailand.
Ramadan begins tonight or, arguably
more likely in cloudy Bangkok, tomor-
row, The army has banned the sale of
firecrackers in the deep South for the
Muslim fasting month, which should
ensure there is total peace everywhere
because the ban on bombs and firearms
has worked so well.

Trust Forum Asia, a Hong Kong event
sponsored by two arms of the Reuters
media monster, will bring together many
of the most notable names in the fight
against human trafficking and advancing
women's rights.

THURSDAY

The National Legislative Assembly

will carefully begin debating the draft
constitution. Mean-spirited people claim
that spending a total of a working day

on the charter makes the hard-working
legislators a rubber-stamp parliament, an
obvious slander.

The International Civil Aviation Organ-
isation (ICAQ) has a present for the
Department of Civil Aviation tonight: its
reassessment of the safety of Thai avia-
tion regulations.

US entrepreneur Kanchan Singh will
open her new Crumbs & Whiskers “cat
cafe” in Washington's posh Georgetown
political ghetto tonight. She thought up
the idea right out of thin air while she was
in Thailand. Isn’t that amazing? Her cats
will all be from the Humane Society and
ready for adoption.

The Culture Ministry will stage a Khon
dance this evening for an appreciative

News ID: C-150614001018 (14 Jun 15/06:31)
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audience, at the Royal Albert Hall. It is
part of a 20-million-baht festival to mark
the important milestone of 130 years of
Thai- British diplomatic relations.

FRIDAY

The police were going to turn over their
investigation of human trafficking in the
South to the prosecutor today. But they
have delayed it and will investigate fur-
ther whether the army’s three-star Lt Gen
Manas Kongpan really deserves to be put
through that terrible justice business.
They'll submit the revised report later.
Aung San Suu Kyi turns 70 today, but the
number of congratulations will be down
for the Nobel Peace Prize winner who
refuses to say a single word in defence of
the brutalised Rohingya.

Thai Leather Week, starting today, has
nothing to do with what you suddenly
thought of, plus you should be ashamed
for thinking it. It's an export event at the

International Trade Promotion Depart-
ment until June 28, which is the govern-
ment’s definition of “week’”.

SATURDAY

The annual French cultural celebration
La Fete ends tonight with the traditional
Hip Hop Battle at Live House Studio,
Chatuchak, proving once again that there
are some things vou can't make up.

The second Siam Green Sky show opens
at the “rooftop gardens” (English trans-
lation: temporary market) covering Siam
Square One. To be fair, in addition to
sales of food and seeds (all organic) there
is a demonstration area.

The government will show how serious

it is about aviation security, beginning
today, by evaluating four airlines for
security every day until July 10. The
randomly chosen airlines to be evaluated
are Thai Alrways International, Bangkok
Alrways, Thal AirAsia and Nok Scoot.
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